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The manual describes the framework for implementing the Project 

for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) programs, as 

authorized by the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance 

Amendments Act of 1990, subject to Public Health Service Act Part 

C, Section 521 and administered by Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), Center for Mental Health 

Services, Homeless Programs Branch. 

PURPOSE 
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These standards apply to PATH programs to ensure the requirements set 

forth in the PATH Grant are fulfilled. Managing Entities and PATH providers 

are encouraged to refer to the funding opportunity announcement (FOA) of 

the current fiscal year (FY) for which they are applying as some 

requirements may change. 

SCOPE 



7 

 

TENNESSEE PATH PROGRAM MANUAL | June 2022 

TERMS 

The Department approved term “individual,” will be used when referring to 

individuals that may be eligible or served by PATH programs. These terms are 

used interchangeably in this document and must be adopted by PATH providers. 
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DEFINITIONS 
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PATH OVERVIEW 
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Although PATH funds can be used to support an array of services, applicants 

are encouraged to use these resources to fund street outreach, case 

management, and services which are not financially supported by 

mainstream services and/or behavioral health programs. Examples include:  

Providing assistance in obtaining and coordinating social and maintenance 

services for eligible individuals who experience homelessness, including 

services related to daily living activities, peer support, personal financial 

planning, transportation, habilitation and rehabilitation, prevocational and 

vocational training, and housing; 

ELIGIBLE SERVICES 
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Allowable PATH-
Funded Services 
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LINKING PATH-
ENROLLED 

INDIVIDUALS WITH 
NEEDED SERVICES  

PATH programs are not required to deliver the full array of services. However, 

PATH programs must be capable of linking PATH-enrolled individuals with needed 

services. PATH programs must place emphasis on street outreach and case 

management activities to engage individuals who are or are at risk of 

homelessness and are not already connected with mainstream services (e.g. 

substance abuse, mental health, housing, employment, etc.). Programs are 

encouraged to prioritize individuals that meet PATH eligibility who are Veterans 

and/or are part of the annual Disparity Impact Statement target population. 

PART II 
PROGRAM SPECIFICATIONS 
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After-Care Exit 

Assessment 

Automatic Exit 

Case Management 
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Records 

Contact 
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Engagement 

Enrollment 

Exclusionary Criteria 
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Generally Reside 

Housing 

Habilitation 

Outreach 



18 

 

TENNESSEE PATH PROGRAM MANUAL | June 2022 

PATH Eligibility 

Priorities 

Project Start Date 

Re-engagement 
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Referral 

Rehabilitation 

Residential Supportive Services 

Services 
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PART III  
PATH PROVIDER ADMINISTRATIVE 
RESPONSIBILITIES  

Agency Collaboration 

· Agency Collaboration 

· Individual Involvement 

· HMIS – Data Entry and Collection Requirements 

· Trainings 

· Match Requirements 

· Intended Use Plans and Budgets 
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Individual Involvement 

HMIS - Data Entry and Collection Requirements 

Trainings 
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Match Requirements 

Intended Use Plans and Budgets 
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Managing Entity requirements are 

outlined in the Department’s Office of 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Guidance 15 PATH document. 

PART IV 
MANAGING ENTITY RESPONSIBILITIES 
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RESULTS ACT (GPRA) MEASURES 

PART III  
GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE AND 
RESULTS ACT (GPRA) MEASURES 



25 

 

TENNESSEE PATH PROGRAM MANUAL | June 2022 

ACRONYM 

GUIDE 
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PATH  

PDX  

SAMHSA  

SAMHSA’s Homelessness Resource Center (HRC)  

R
ESO

U
R

C
ES 

https://www.samhsa.gov/homelessness-programs-resources/grant-programs-services/path
https://www.samhsa.gov/homelessness-programs-resources/grant-programs-services/path
:/www.samhsa.gov/about-us
http://homeless.samhsa.gov
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SOAR  

OneCPD Resource Exchange  

U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness  

WebBGAS  

 

:/soarworks.prainc.com/
:/soarworks.prainc.com/
http://www.onecpd.info
http://usich.gov/
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