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Meeting Focus/Purpose
To provide policy guidance with respect to Special Education and Related Services for children with disabilities in TN

Welcome/Introductions



 

        Chip Fair, Acting Chair
Approval of Current Agenda 
Recommended changes:

· Move the Individualized Education Act (IEA) presentation to right after the Orange Grove Center presentation.
· Move the TDOE Strategic Plan for 2015-16 presentation to after lunch.
· Remove the Fiscal Update presentation to the January 2016 meeting.
· Action Item – Council member, Alfred Hacker, made a motion to approve the agenda with the recommended changes. The motion was seconded by Council member, Brian Brown.
· Final Action Taken - 
The Council voted unanimously in favor of approving the current agenda, for October 19, 2015 agenda, with the recommended changes.
Approval of July, 2015 Meeting Minutes
See AC website for July minutes

(http://www.tennessee.gov/education/article/special-education-advisory-council)
· Action Item – Council member, James Topp, made a motion to approve the July 2015 minutes. The motion was seconded by Council member, Alfred Hacker. 
· Final Action Taken - 
The Council voted unanimously in favor of approving the July 2015 minutes.
Election of new Chair and Vice-Chair

· Action Item – Council member, James Topp, nominated Chip Fair as Chair.
· Final Action Taken - 
The Council voted unanimously in favor of naming Chip Fair as Chair.
· Action Item – Council member, James Topp, nominated Hillary Sims as Vice-Chair. 
· Final Action Taken - 
The Council voted unanimously in favor of naming Hillary Sims as Vice-Chair.
Committee Update (Isolation / Restraint Data


         Chip Fair, Chair
· An I/R data draft handout was provided to the Council. There are two years of data included in the report
· State law prescribes that once a year, as the isolation / restraint isolation data is collected, that the data be shared with the Advisory Council.

·  The State developed I/R taskforce has found that I/R data reporting needs to be cleaned up and a clearer definition needs to be developed on what restraint actually means.

· The task force is working on a Q&A document to educate school systems on what the law requires regarding isolation and restraint.

· The taskforce will review the Q&A in two weeks, the advisory council will review at the January 11, 2016 meeting, Bill Wilson will fact check the document, and the final draft will be submitted at the State Board meeting.

· The Isolation / Restraint Data Report will be on the January 29, 2016 State Board Meeting agenda.
· The council will make recommendations and submit them to the State Board of Education. 

Orange Grove Center 



       Kyle Hauth
· Handout available upon request.*
· Orange Grove Center (OGC) was established in 1953.

· OGC was the beginning of public service and remains one of the largest agencies of its type.
· OGC provides residential support, residential rehabilitation facilities, ICF / IID funded homes, educational & specialized services, enrichment services, health care services, etc...
· First organization in TN to develop a residential model and the first in the nation to use housing and urban development funds to make that model successful.

· Question from the council – What road blocks has OGC met in the transition to employment and supported employment?
Answer – Educate & reassure families on how employment will affect subsidy assistance. Also, show their entire network how employing an individual would really work. 
· Question from the council – Is the State of TN, as an employment first state, one of the OGC contractors?

Answer – We have subsidiary agreements and there are more opportunities available.
· Comment from the audience – Legislators are well educated and supportive of the OGC and are telling the disability community about the center.

Individualized Education Act (IEA)




         Rebecca Wright
· Handouts available upon request.*
· Proposed rules will go before the State Board of Education this week for first read. Will go before the board, in January, 2016 for the final read.
· Question from the audience – What do the “additional education options”, on page 6 of the power point, mean?
Answer – Those options are outlined in the law and include all funding uses.
· Question from the audience – If someone is applying to take part in this, they will get a packet with a list of the steps they will need to take to register? 
· Answer – Yes. 
· The law requires students to be enrolled in a public school for one full school year prior to be eligible for an IEA. Students in private schools and homeschools will not be eligible. Will student eligibility information be well communicated to parents? 
· Answer – Yes, it is for the funding purposes and they will be creating step-by-step information guides and webinars. We’re hoping to provide regional training to parents across the state.

· Parents, in this program, are solely responsible for the education of their children.

· Once enrolled, the contract will be in effect for one year and re-enrollment must occur each year to renew the contract.

· Question from the council – Will parents ever have to refund money to the school system?
Answer – The parents would never owe the school system funds. The department would be responsible for starting to pay those funds back to the school system on the day the student re-enrolls in a school system. The department would start funding the system again for that student, regardless of how much funding from their IEA account the parents’ spent.
· Question from the council – By giving funds quarterly, will they get a payment for the summer?

Answer – It will be four payments throughout the school year. We’re working on what those four dates of disbursement, probably based on the fiscal year.

· 90% of funds must be used each year, with a potential 10% saved for postsecondary to be used within four years of graduation.

· Question from the council – Even the students that graduate with a regular diploma will be able to carry their money over?
Answer – A student enrolled in this program is a private or home-schooled student so there wouldn’t be a regular diploma category. However, they would be able to carry these funds over to postsecondary.

· Question from the council – Is there a certain age they can graduate? Are those rules going to be the same or can these students graduate early?

Answer – The rules would be the same for all students. The rules and laws would be in addition to the existing rules and laws for students who are in private schools or home-schooled.
· Question from the council – Would the rule also apply to the umbrella schools mentioned earlier?
· Answer – A lot of umbrella schools are category 4 schools, which are church related schools. There are a number of category 4 schools that are also category 1, 2, or 3. For example, you might be a private church related school but you are also accredited through a regional accrediting agency. You would then fall under category 3. So, as a church related school you can be in one category or multiple categories.

· Question from the council – If they were only category 4, they wouldn’t be eligible?
Answer – Correct.

· Question from the council – Category 1 schools can be participants?

Answer – Correct.

· Question from the council – Who will be monitoring those classrooms because many times category 1 schools have no special education teacher?

Answer – Monitoring will be up to the parent. We’re setting this minimum requirement, that schools have to be in these categories, but it will really be up to the parent to go in and determine if this is the best school for their child. Schools will have to include, in their application to the department, whether or not they have inclusive educational settings but they wouldn’t have to have inclusive educational settings to participate. It would be optional. 
· Question from the council – Once parents waive their right to special education, and enroll their child in an outside program, are these outside programs (e.g. Private schools) required to have special education teachers?

Answer – This would not affect any of the provisions governing private schools. If they receive federal funds, they still have to follow laws governing receipt of these funds.  This program does not affect the rules, regulations and laws that private schools already have to follow. It would not require private schools to offer certain services to the children in this program.

· Bill Wilson – This law is in effect a waiver of IDEA. That does not mean it’s a waiver of Section 504 with respect to private entities who are recipients of federal funds. A particular court case (i.e. letters to McKeefe) talks about the waiver of IDEA and 504 but I don’t think that applies in this state law context. Any entity who is a recipient of federal funds, who participates in this program, be it a participating school, or a participating provider, has an affirmative duty to advise people who participate in their programs of their rights under section 504 of the rehabilitation act. The Department of Education will not have an affirmative view to monitor those people by virtue of the revocation of rights by participation in this program.
· Question from the council – As the participating school makes an application to be part of the program, they have to indicate whether the school has an inclusive educational setting.  Are they required to have inclusive settings?
Answer – The law requires them to report whether or not they have an inclusive educational setting. This would be an information piece for parents. They would know if a school does or does not have an inclusive educational setting. But, a school would not have to have an inclusive educational setting to be eligible for the program. 
· Question from the audience – Will there be restrictions on curriculum addressed by an approved list of curriculums?  Currently families that home school have a choice of using a Christian home school curriculum or a secular one?

Answer – There will be no restrictions as long as the curriculum provides a complete course of study. We will not have an approved list of curriculums. 
· Question from the council – How do families find out about this program? 
Answer – The information will be posted on the IEA webpage. (http://www.tn.gov/education/section/iea) We’re also creating a newsletter and collaborative networks across the state who would be communicating with parents about this program. Many members of the network have already been sending out information to parents about this program. We’re currently coordinating efforts to ensure all parents, who have eligible students, are aware of the program. We’re also potentially providing regional parent information meetings across the state next summer. We’re looking at getting the information out to the public in multiple languages, including braille.
· Question from the council – What is the timeframe for implementation?

Answer – Working on finalizing our timeframe for year ones’ implementation and will present that to the State Board Workshop on Thursday (October 22, 2015). Hopefully it will go into effect sometime during the 2016-17 school year.

· Question from the council – So, with that timeframe and spring applications, does that mean if someone is enrolled by August of 2015 they will eligible? 
Answer – There will be one application window each year so it would depend on when the program goes into effect. You must be enrolled two semesters prior to beginning the program. Applications will probably not be available until June of 2016.

· Question from the council – Are non-degreed programs going to be eligible for postsecondary?
· Answer – As long as they’re through the postsecondary institution that meets the requirements, yes.
Lunch (provided)

TDOE Strategic Plan for 2015-16 




  Joey Hassell
 Assistant Commissioner

· Handout available upon request.*
· Updated organizational chart
· Must have 494,000 additional Tennesseans postsecondary ready by 2025.
· Three goals for success after graduation: 
1. TN will rank in the top half of states on 4th and 8th grade NAEP in 2019 
2. TN will have an average public ACT composite score of 21 by 2020

3. The class of 2020 will be on track to achieve 55% postsecondary completion within six years.
· Tennessee Succeeds Areas:

1. Early Foundations

2. All Means All

3. High School and the Bridge to Postsecondary

4. Support Educators

5. Empower Districts
· RTI is problem solving at the student level.
· It requires leadership, a culture of collaboration, and a focus on prevention and early intervention.

· State Personnel Development Grant (partners with STEP, UT and ETK)

· CEEDAR Grant partners are Vanderbilt University, the University of Memphis at Lambuth, and the University of TN at Knoxville.
· Question from the council – What is the incentive for higher education to change anything they’re doing presently?

Answer – As we think about partnerships for teacher prep and accountability, there is a results driven focus within higher education.

· RTI² B – Behavior Contract

State Assessment Update



   Lori Nixon
· New Test called, Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA), for students with significant and cognitive disabilities.
· Formerly known as the National Center & State Collaborative (NCSC)
· NCSC website (https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/index.php/Main_Page) has been updated and (http://www.ncscpartners.org/) is still accessible.

· The MSAA is only for ELA and Math.

·  RFP has been released for vendor to post the test and then deliver it.
· RFP will be awarded in November 2015.

· There will a form/platform for Science and Social Studies.
· New contract for Science and Social Studies alternate development

· Hope to field test in Spring 2016 or Fall 2016 for at least one of those content areas.

· There will still be a medical exemptions process in place.

· Access for ELLs has an alternate assessment. Fully functional.
Differentiated/Scaffolding in Tier 1/Intervention Update


    Ryan Mathis
· Handout available upon request.*
· Trained close to 1,000 general education and special education teachers, during the summer, on implementing an IEP and looking at four main areas of differentiation (Environment, Content, Process, & Product).

· Want to address the deficit areas all day, not just in an allotted time of intervention.

· Working toward a PLC model to build capacity to look at the district or school data and make it a bridge to practice.
· All resources can be found on the SPDG website (http://www.tnspdg.com/)

· Peer review process started last April.

· Looked at a very skill specific rubric – Tier 2 & Tier 3 and special education being the most intensive.

New Business/Additional Items



          Chip Fair 

· Welcome to Patricia Valladares
· Manual update packet distributed
· May do a longer meeting in April, or do two days

· Next meeting will be convened at TN School for the Blind (115 Stewarts Ferry Pike)

· FAQ Presentation from Catherine Knowles at next meeting. FAQ will be sent to council members for review before that meeting.
Call for future meeting suggestions



          Chip Fair 

· Gayle Feltner (AC Voc. Rehab Representative) & Blake Shearer (TDOE) will share on Project Search in January.

· Council members are being asked to volunteer to tell about the organization they represent.
· The AC will consider allowing advocacy groups share information about themselves and how they act as a resource to those within the disability community.
· Send all handouts/ppts out electronically to AC members after each meeting. 
PIE Conference / Closing remarks



    Joey Hassell 

· February 8, 2016 – Pre-Conference – Focus on RTI² B
· February 9 – 12, 2016

· Location – Music City Center, Nashville, TN
Discuss and Approve proposed FY16 Meeting dates

     Chair
October 19, 2015

(Meeting 2 of FY2016)
January 11, 2016
(Meeting 3 of FY 16)
April 11, 2016
 (Meeting 4 of FY 16)
Adjourn
· Action Item – Council member, James Topp, made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Council member, David Craig. 
· Final Action Taken - 
The Council voted unanimously in favor of adjournment.
Contact Tabatha Siddiqi (Tabatha.Siddiqi@tn.gov) or Steve Sparks (Steve.Sparks@tn.gov) for meeting handouts.*
Minutes


October 19, 2015


10:00 a.m.





Scarritt Bennett Conference Center


1008 19th Avenue South


Nashville, TN 37212-2166
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