COVERDELL APPENDIX C
Federal Legislative Authority

COVERDELL GRANT

FEDERAL LEGISTLATIVE AUTHORITY

16.742 Paul Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Grants Program 
AUTHORIZATION: The Coverdell program is authorized by Title I of the Omnibus Safe Streets and Crime Control Act of 1968, Part BB, codified at 42 U.S.C. § 3797j-3797o (the Coverdell law).

OBJECTIVES: To improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science and medical examiner services, including services provided by laboratories operated by States and units of local government. 

USES AND USE RESTRICTIONS: Funds may be used to improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science and medical examiner services such as eliminate a backlog in the analysis of forensic evidence and to train and employ forensic laboratory personnel, as needed, to eliminate such a backlog.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: All 50 States, the District of Columbia, Guam, America Samoa, the Commonwealths of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. For certain purposes, American Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands are treated as one State  Units of local government are eligible consistent with established guidelines.  States may be eligible for both “base” (formula) and competitive funds. Units of local government within States may be eligible for competitive funds and may apply directly to NIJ.
Credentials/Documentation: Each applicant must submit a completed application that meets the requirements specified in the program guidance. Costs will be determined in accordance with OMB Circular No. A-87 for State and local governments. 
