Notes

Capitol Commission Subcommittee Meeting
Tuesday, September 22, 2015

1. Callto Order
Commissioner Martineau called the meeting to order at 8:35am. The following were in attendance:

e Bob Martineau, Commissioner, Subcommittee Chairman
e David Lillard, Jr., State Treasurer

e Bob Oglesby, Commissioner

e Jack Johnson, Senator

e Thaddeus Watkins, General Counsel

e Peter Heimbach, State Architect

e Dr. Reavis Mitchell, TN Historical Commission

e Jim Hoobler, State Museum

e Gene Andrews, Sons of Confederate Veterans

e Colonel Ron Hartley, National AM Vets

e Elizabeth Coker, United Daughters of the Confederacy

e Additional Representatives, Disabled American Veterans

2. Purpose

To conduct the final review of the draft policy, and to provide an opportunity for oral public comment
before the recommended policy is submitted to the Capitol Commission.

3. Discussion
a. Public Comments

Chairman Martineau opened the meeting by recognizing the public attendees who had submitted a
request to speak at the meeting.

Chairman Martineau recognized Mr. Gene Andrews with the Sons of Confederate Veterans:

First, Mr. Andrews asked if this was going to be the only opportunity to speak or if the public would be
able to address the full Capitol Commission. Chairman Martineau responded that he could not answer
that question at this time because it will be at the full Commission’s discretion to hear public comment
after receiving the subcommittee’s policy recommendation.

Mr. Andrews stood and addressed the subcommittee. He likened his observations over the summer to
Communists taking over the country during what they referred to as the “Long March through the
Institutions.” Mr. Andrews continued by stating that the Communists has infiltrated the media and
entertainment realm just as the Socialists and the Marxists infiltrated the academic realm with the “Aid
of Useful Idiots” whom would use their politically correct theories to erase history. Mr. Andrews
reiterated that he understood why the government responded the way that it did and why certain
appointees were appointed to specific committees. He stated that he knew the bust of Nathan Bedford
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Forrest (NBF) was not being discussed as a specific item for review, but he knew that the bust was the
motivation behind the artifacts subcommittee. Mr. Andrews referred to NBF as the antithesis of what
our country wants today, but also referred to him as a man who stood to defend the people of
Tennessee; NBF defended the unarmed civilians of the State from those who were torturing, mutilating,
and murdering civilians and prisoners of war. Mr. Andrews concluded by stating that he did not agree
with the decisions but he understood them; He asked what was the difference between the “Ethnic
Cleansing” for political correctness that was occurring today and what the Nazis intended with the book
burning in the 1930s, what the media and the Red Guard intended in Communist China during the 1970s
and 1980s, and lastly, what ISIS is doing in Syria today by removing their historical items and destroying
their museums in an attempt to wipe out Syria’s history. Mr. Andrews thanked the subcommittee for
the opportunity to speak and said that he would not interfere with the “Long March through History.”

Chairman Martineau recognized Colonel Ron Hartley with the National AM Vets organization.

Colonel Ron Hartley stood and addressed the subcommittee. Colonel Hartley identified himself as a
member of the National Legislative Task Force for the National AMVETS, which is an organization
dedicated to veterans’ rights. He began by explaining that National AMVETS currently has 300,000
active members and that one of the duties of the organization was to protect monuments of war time
and their history on behalf of any American veteran. He discussed the National AMVETS Resolution:
Protection of American War Memorials, Monuments and Veterans Graves. He described the letter
written by Leader Gerald McCormick as a snowball that created an avalanche. Colonel Hartley then read
a letter which details the opinion of the National AMVETS on actions that seek to “rewrite the History of
the Southern Culture.” Lastly, Colonel Hartley mentioned a lawsuit filed by Vanderbilt against the
Daughters of the Confederacy demanding that the word “Confederacy” be removed from the
organization’s title; the deciding court determined that the word would be removed but Vanderbilt
would have to pay the group the $50,000 that it had donated over its 72 years of existence at the
current price increase index. Vanderbilt decided the change was not that important.

All documents referenced by Colonel Hartley during his presentation were provided to the
subcommittee and attached as Addendum A to these meeting notes.

Chairman Martineau recognized Ms. Elizabeth Coker with the United Daughters of the Confederacy.

Ms. Coker distributed a copy of John Newton’s “Amazing Grace” to each of the subcommittee members
before she began her presentation. She stated that she, and others who have followed the guideline
process, wish to relay their input to the Committee as it considers which criteria should be followed
when selecting individuals to be commemorated. Ms. Coker continued to state that she believes that
the process is flawed and that the statute which created the Capitol Commission does not grant the
authority to develop such criteria or to place boundaries around which artifacts are placed at the
Capitol. She mentioned the letter written by Leader McCormick and noted that he had voluntarily
removed himself from the Capitol Commission. She stated that current evaluation of historical artifacts
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is “[a seized opportunity] to take advantage of a national tragedy to play upon the sensitivities of an
entire country [which is] desperate for racial harmony.” Ms. Coker further stated that every culture or
group of people that have been accepted into the United States have their own heroes, and fairness is
the solution because one culture cannot be appeased at the expense of another. She used Davy
Crockett and Sequoya as examples of how “heroic” or “progressive” actions could offend certain groups
of people if those groups chose to be offended. Ms. Coker explained her family’s connection to Nathan
Bedford Forrest, her personal interest in the individual and his military career, as well as her family’s
military history; Ms. Coker is a confederate veteran’s descendant with multiple family members,
spanning several generations, which served in the Armed Forces. She likened current events to a
cultural genocide of the Southern heritage, and compared Southern Americans to the Druids, an ancient
tribe that had its history erased when it was annihilated by the Romans. Ms. Coker stated that the
totality of an individual’s life should be considered when that individual is being considered for
commemoration in the Capitol; she referenced the John Newton document. Ms. Coker expressed
concern over her three (3) Capitol tour experiences, with three (3) different tour guides, which she felt
ignored the Rotunda, the bust of Nathan Bedford Forrest, as well as the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and
Nineteenth Amendments. She also mentioned a disparaging remark that was made by a State employee
to Colonel Hartley regarding Nathan Bedford Forrest, and offered to provide the remark to any
subcommittee member who requested it, in addition to one of the Capitol tour guides referring to
Edward Carmack as a racist. Ms. Coker concluded by stating that the subcommittee will not be able to
find the “right words [that will] pertain to every cause, every situation, every person, [or] every
occasion,” and the people of Tennessee are the ones who have the right to choose their heroes.

Ms. Coker provided a copy of her presentation to the subcommittee which is attached as Addendum B
to these meeting notes.

Colonel Ron Hartley requested permission to address the subcommittee once more, and his request was
granted.

Colonel Hartley stated that National AMVETS was comprised of veterans from all social and economic
backgrounds; the organization does not cater to a specific ethnic group, political group, religious group,
etc., it only caters to American veterans who fought in various wars believing that they were protecting
their rights. He continued to state that the Legislature should be the governing body when evaluating
individuals to be commemorated because the Legislature is bound by the will of the people, and would
be responsible to the people for its decisions.

Chairman Martineau thanked all attendees who gave a presentation, and turned the meeting to the
subcommittee members.

b. Final Policy Suggestions
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Treasurer Lillard noted that the term “historical” should be included in the list of primary intents under
Criteria for Individual Works number one (1).

Commissioner Bob Oglesby asked if the State Capitol campus should be defined in the preamble. Peter
Heimbach responded that it was already included within the guidelines.

Commissioner Oglesby asked if the word “either” should be included on Criteria for Individual Works
Number Three (3). The change would be as follows: “..made significant contributions to either the
state’s public life, culture, academic, agricultural, artistic, civic, cultural, economic, historical,
archeological industrial, political, or social development..” Thad Watkins responded that the word
“either” was unnecessary, and suggested instead to remove the comma (,) behind the word “political”.
Criteria for Individual Works Number Five (5) will be revised to state the Commission may call on outside
experts or authorities at its discretion. All text after the word “design” should be removed.

The phrase “Tennessee Historic Commission” under Miscellaneous Provisions Related to Acceptance of
Iltems Number Six (6) should be corrected to state “Tennessee Historical Commission.”

Peter Heimbach referenced Ms. Coker’s suggestion of considering the totality of an individual’s life.
Thad Watkins commented to be cautious because an individual could be honored for one (1) event in
their life. Dr. Reavis Mitchell rebutted by asking if an individual could be disqualified based on one (1)
event in their life; the answer was affirmative.

Chairman Martineau asked if there were any other changes to include before the draft was submitted to
the full Capitol Commission on October 1, 2015. There was none. Chairman Martineau made a motion
to approve the draft policy as revised during this meeting. It was seconded.

Thad Watkins reiterated that all recommendations would be submitted to the Capitol Commission,
including all public comments.

4. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:40 AM. The next Capitol Commission meeting has not
yet been scheduled.
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Fwd: AMVETS: GUARDIANS OF FREEDOM

Mon, Aug 10, 2015 02:35 PM

From : us vet <us.vet@comcast.net>
Subject : Fwd: AMVETS: GUARDIANS OF FREEDOM
To : bill haslam <bill.haslam@tn.gov>

From: "us vet" <us.vet@comcast.net>

To: sawdustshortlegs@aol.com

Sent: Monday, August 10, 2015 12:36:08 PM
Subject: AMVETS: GUARDIANS OF FREEDOM

Greetings: Recent events have prompted this office to consider all the facts and a statement of which is below. Our American
History is not to be tampered with, by anyone. The Governor of South Carolina is a first generation American, having no
knowledge, connection to culture and Southem Heritage. As the landslide to rewrite the History of the Southern Culture ant
outright war has emerged which will enguif every American Military Hero. This will began with the Southem Hero's of the War
Between the States and will move swiftly to indude veterans of the Spanish American, WWI, WWII and espedally those who fought
served and died in Vietnam. As one protester recently exclaimed "The Viethnam War was a dirty war, and we should be ashamed of
it". Now that's the mind set that we must now contend with. Therefore please find our position in this matter:

AMVETS: GUARDIANS OF FREEDOM:
2.3_5&\’){.!)&]? bn:_'!l‘.-a.;.n ""_l_! 5
Jag vrg,
The National AMVETS, a National Chartered Veterans Service Organization with almost sne<aifier-members and supporters strong,
has always been in the forefront of providing service and advocating for the rights of our Nations Armed Forces, its veterans and
their
families.

AMVETS; stands as the guardians of freedom and equality for all who served in its Armmed Forces; Pledging ourselves to the

preservation
of our American Culture, History and our Military Heroes.

AMVETS; further renews the commitment of preserving the memory and legacy of ALL American Veterans. History notes that the
men who marched off to battie in the War Between the States were no different to those of today. They answered the call of duty
as they saw it, they gave their country a blank check. That check was for whatever their Country called upon them to do and for
thousands that check was cashed upon the distant shores, jungles, desert wasteland lands of some foreign county; and yes even
among the lush green fields and county sides of our great land.

We should be ever mindful of those who American Soldiers; both Southern and Northern who paid the supreme sacrifice to
their duty . Lest we forget that over 650,00 American Soldiers and sailors died in the war from 1861-1865.

Each one was an American and to dishonor one is to dishanor all. Any Nation that would allow their sacrifices to be disregarded
or trivialized is a Nation that has lost it's moral compass. Further any elected or appointed official that would yield to those who

demand
the revision of American History is not worthy of the confidence of the American Public.

The Soldiers and sailors who marched to war 154 years ago, did not leave home and family, and comfort for glory, fame or
notoriety, theirs was a higher calling, to defend their homes, family .

Through hardship upon hardship the men from the Southem States conducted themselves with dignity and honor and did
the best they could, even with over whelming odds and many misfortunes they carried out their respective duties and fought
on. When all was lost, they returned home. But home was a place of desolation; it's farmland, manufacturing and industry
totally destroyed by a vengeful victor. There was no Marshall Plan to help rebuild the South, no Aid Packages from the
United States Government. Rebuilding was up to the Southern people, but with their families and their strong faith, rebuild
they did. The States that suffered and survived the devastation of war and the sting of defeat did pick themselves up
from the ashes of their once grand place armong the states and rebuilt.  They created a new America United and took
their place forging its history. . g ’
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The men who served in the Southem Armies and it's Naval forces, have by Federal Law been recognized as American Veterans
and thus are entitled to the salute of this Nation United.

AMVETS; stands firm that no stature, bust, painting, etching, or plaque of any of it's War-time Hero's shall be removed from it's
place ,
of honor; nor shall any of its hero's their graves, tombs, monuments be disturbed.

Politicians must be made aware that attempts to dishonor ANY of our American Military Hero's will not be acceptable, but will

be remembered; especially on election day. Therefore let the word go out that if you stand on principle, and your moral
obligation to honor ALL American Veterans of this Nation we will see you as a friend and patriot. But if you run for cover and hide
behind the thin mask

mask of political correctness, when it time we send you back to whence you came.

Col. Ron F. Hartley

AMVETS
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE
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Public Law:83-424 _
£ AN ACT : My 23, tos
Ta irevease the lendisg nuthority of the Export-Tmport Bank of Washiogton, S,3149)
: uiidl for othier purposes,

Be it enacted Ty the Senate anid House of Representatives of the
Urited States of America in Congress assembled, That the Export-
Tmport Bank Act of 1945, as ymended, isamended— . 62

(1) by striking out “#4.000,000,000,” froni section 6 and insert-
ing in lieu theyeof “$6,000,000,000.” ; and e

(2) by striking out “$5,000,000,000.” from section 7 and insert-
ing in lien thereof “$7,000,000,000.™. ' '

Approved May 22, 1858, =
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a ham
v

Srat. €78,
USC 6354,

-

Public- Law §5-425

AN ACT ng 23, 195«
‘fo increase the monthly rates of pension payavle to widows and former widows (K. 336
of deceasad veterana of the Spanish-Ameriean War, Civil War, Indian War,
sud Mexicun War, and provide pensions to wilows of veéterans who sérved
in T}l? -_-iu]uumry_ or naval forees of the Confederste States of Awmerien during
the Civil War. v

Be it enaoted by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the ,
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Veterans’ | Veterana’ wid-
Benefits et of 1957 (Public Law 85-36) ismmended: -~ Fanston io-
h (1) _-.I};:;_ﬁgcuo;; 431, strike out the figure “$52.507 and insert the ‘:‘EE%‘E&% 196, 107,
nre Uinon . ' Fa e oL . - - r

(2) Tn subsection 432 {a), strike out the figure “§54.18" and insert __
the figure “$657, and strike out the figure “$67.78" and insert ihe
flﬁ“l’(,{'""#ﬁ?ﬁ",_ : '. s __ J . " e -

(8) Section 432 is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following new subsection : TN : W \
“{e) For the purpose of this section, and section 433, the term
‘veferan’ includes a person wha served in the military or naval forces
of the Confederate States of America during the Civil War, and the
term ‘active, military or nival service’ includes active service in such
forces,™ . PRI b 7 thaval) ; :
(4) In section 483, sfrike out the figure “$48.777 and insert the 38 us< 2433,
fgureSQaqaay.. o D e P . R

'(:22{“ subsection 434 (a), strike out the figure “$54.18" and insert
the figure “$65”, and strike ouf the figure “$67.73" and insert the
figure “§75". - ' _ :

“(6) In section: 485, striké out the figure “$48.77" and insert the 38 usc 24as.
figure “$73.137. T _ k v (S i

(7) In subsection 436 (a), stvike ount the figure “854.187 and insert 71 St 108.
:ﬁhe iglgusl_}e %5."! and strike out the figure “$67.737 and insert the Y kb
RURS RN (it SR et S I ;

(8) In section 437, strike out the figure “$6231" and insert the
figure “$73.13", { ' : Tha

(9) Immediately above seetion 411, insert the following ! 7t Srat. 105,
HCONFPEDERATE FORCES wre:n@xs :

“Sec. 410, The Administrator shall pay to each person who served

in the military or naval forces of the Confederate States of Americn

. during the Civil War & monthly pension in the same amounts and

LSAW’ | cubject to the same conditions as would have been applicable to such
VETE

”'; iﬁ i AUTHENTICATELD
% et wm/;

PO,
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RESOLUTION 12-29

SUBJECT: Protection of American War Memorials, Monuments and Veterans Graves

WHEREAS, Numerous recent attempts by various and sundry parties have placed the
existence and protection of American war memorials, monuments and veterans graves at risk of
destruction, damage or disturbance; and

WHEREAS, These threats impact the full spectrum of American veterans to include, but
not limited to; various and sundry attacks on Civil War monuments, memorials and graves in
multiple jurisdictions; the World War I Mojave War Memorial Cross and monument; the
Waikiki War Memorial Natatorium Pool to World War I veterans; the San Diego War Memorial
to Korean veterans and the 1995 attempt to misrepresent the Enola Gay’s role in World War II;
and

WHEREAS, Such destruction, damage or disturbance disrespects the memory of those
American Veterans who served their nation in various capacities in times of war and peace; and

WHEREAS, Such destruction, damage or disturbance is harmful to preserving, protecting
and defending the memory of the sacrifices of deceased American veterans from the nation’s
various conflicts; and

WHEREAS, Current Federal legislation is inadequate to ensure the protection of
American war memorials, monuments or veterans graves on non-Federal lands: now therefore be
it

RESOLVED, that AMVETS petition Congress to enact Federal legislation to ensure

permanent protections of American war memorials, monuments and veterans graves; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That AMVETS urges Federal legislation be modeled on “Virginia’s State
Code § 15.2-1812, “Memorials for War Veterans” and incorporate elements of proposed H.R.
290, “The War Memorial Protection Act”, as a Federal remedy, specifically to read as follows:

“ACT FOR PROTECTION OF AMERICAN WAR MEMORIALS, MONUMENTS AND
VETERANS GRAVES”

“Sec. XXXX Permitting the erection of monuments or memorials for any war or conflict

(2) A locality may, within the geographical limits of the locality, authorize and permit the
erection of monuments or memorials for any war or conflict, or for any engagement of
such war or conflict, to include the following monuments or memorials: Algonquin
(1622), French and Indian (1754-1763), Revolutionary (1775-1783), War of 1812 (1812-
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=T XXXX. Inclusion of religious symbols as part of military memorials.’

1815), Mexican (1846-1848), Confederate or Union monuments or memorials of the War
Between the States (1861-1865), Spanish-American (1898), the Philippine Wars (1899-
1913), World War I (1917-1918), World War II (1941-1945), Korean (1950-1953),
Vietnam (1965-1973), Operation Desert Shield-Desert Storm (1990-1991), Global War
on Terrorism (2000-), Operation Enduring Freedom (2001-), and Operation Iragi
Freedom (2003 -) and any subsequent conflicts in which the United States Armed Forces
are engaged.

If such monuments or memorials are erected, it shall be unlawful for the authorities of the
locality, or any other person or persons, to disturb or interfere with any monuments or memorials
so erected, or to prevent its citizens from taking proper measures and exercising proper means
for the protection, preservation and care of same. For purposes of this section, “disturb or
interfere with” includes removal of, damaging or defacing monuments or memorials, or, in the
case of the War Between the States, the placement of Union markings or monuments on
previously designated Confederate memorials or the placement of Confederate markings or
monuments on previously designated Union memorials.

Sec. XXXX. Inclusion of religious symbols as part of military memorials

(a) Inclusion of Religious Symbols Authorized- To recognize the religious background of
members of the United States Armed Forces, religious symbols may be included as part of—
(1) a military memorial that is established or acquired by the United States Government;
or
(2) a military memorial that is not established by the United States Government, but for
which the American Battle Monuments Commission cooperated in the establishment of
the memorial.
(3) a military memorial that is established by a local or state government or by a private
entity and authorized for placement on public property.

(c) Military Memorial Defined- In this section, the term ‘military memorial’ means a memorial
or monument or veteran’s grave marker recognizing or commemorating the service of American
veterans recognized by U.S. Code and Public Law. The term includes works of architecture and
art described in section 2105(b) of this title.”

(d) Clerical Amendment- The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter is amended by
adding at the end the following:

"XXXX Permitting the erection of monuments or memorials for any war or conflict

(a) The governing body may appropriate a sufficient sum of money out of its funds to
complete or aid in the erection of monuments or memorials to the veterans of such wars.
The governing body may also make a special levy to raise the money necessary for the



erection or completion of any such monuments or memorials, or to supplement the funds
already raised or that may be raised by private persons, American Veterans Service
Organizations (such as AMVETS, the American Legion, VFW and others), private
Military heritage organizations (such as the Sons of Union Veterans, the Sons of Spanish-
American War Veterans and others), or patriotic organizations. It may also appropriate,
out of any funds of such locality, a sufficient sum of money to permanently care for,
protect and preserve such monuments or memorials and may expend the same thereafter
as other funds are expended.”
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Comments to Capitol Commission Artifacts Sub-Committee — September 22, 2015
Chairman Martineau, Committee members and fellow concerned citizens....

We are here today to participate in the very important business of our State with regard to our heroes
and heroines. Those of us who have followed this process have come with a sincere desire to relay our
input to the Committee as you consider the task before you: What criteria should be used to guide us in
the selection of these men and women to be commemorated at the highest level of recognition our
state affords to citizens who have had a significant impact on the history of our state.

After reading through the many, many pages gathered from Guidelines from other states and suggested
for adoption by our State Architect, | am not reluctant to tell you that | believe this process is flawed.

Despite assurances from your legal counsel, it is now quite clear to me that the statute under which the
Capitol Commission was created does not give that body the power to develop such criteria. The
Commission is a facilitator, not the determiner in the selection process and nowhere in the statute does
it give the authority to place boundaries around who, what, where and how, when or for how long an
Artifact may come to reside at our Capitol.

From the beginning, many concerned citizens showed up on July 17" at Legislative Plaza for the first
meeting of the Commission on this topic. If you were in attendance, you probably remember the room
was full to capacity and overflowed into the hall outside. They were there to show their concern, over
specifically reports which had circulated in the Press about a letter written by State Representative
Gerald McCormick asking for a review of the current guidelines as they pertain to our Capitol.

The letter targeted the bust of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest for review.

In light of the recent events around the country, those of us who revere General Forrest as an individual
most worthy of the place of honor where his bust resides, were concerned about this attack upon his
valor, his service to his people and his place in our collective memory as a state.

Leader McCormick has since received a lot of flack from his constituents, especially those from his
home town of Chattanooga, over that letter and many have asked that he retrack it. He has obviously
underestimated the high place General Forrest maintains in the hearts and minds of those descendants
of Confederate Veterans who still live and work here in Nashville and the across the rest of the state.

But what Rep. McCormick may not know is that there have never been any official guidelines that have
ever been written down, therefore this is not a Review, this process has turned out to be the creation of
entirely new Guidelines never before used in our state’s history to determine just who our heroes are
and how they will be commemorated.

1 called his office on Friday and was told Leader McCormick is no longer on the Commission, he has
voluntarily removed himself. Well, he cant just drop a bombshell and walk away, but | guess that ‘s what
he has done.



The very notion that someone would try to convince the State of Tennessee to change its mind after
forty years of having an Artifact at the Capitol and “review” it as if it might have become suddenly
unwanted, is an amazing reflection on the disregard for history our current population seems to hold,
not a reflection on the person or his or her place in history or their worthiness to be honored at our
statehouse. The history that put an artifact at the Capitol hasn’t changed. The sound judgement of those
who decided in 1972 to raise the funds for such a project hasn’t changed. Their right to honor their
heroes and heroine hasn’t changed. The only thing that has changed is the expediency with which those
who might use the momentum created by mob rule to achieve their own political agendas... are
obviously at work to seize the opportunity to take advantage of a national tragedy to play upon the
sensitivities of an entire country desparate for racial harmony.

What has happened instead has set race relations back 100 years, as the recent calls for removal of
symbols of Southern heritage are no longer in vogue with the combined minorities to form a collective
majority against those of European descent.

That’s discrimination. Reverse discrimination to be exact. The largest ethnic group in America today are
Southern Americans because there are more of these citizens who identify themselves as Southern than
any other group across the country. To say that their heritage is less valid than others is contradictory to
what America has stood for the last 239 years. Every culture, ethnic group, religious group, religious-
ideological group, class, and category of races and genders across the entire spectrum of the humankind
have been welcomed to America, embraced and validated over time according to when they emerged
as a unit. No one has been turned away. All today enjoy equal treatment under the law and protection
of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights....in the ideal sense of the intention of those documents.

Is this reality? America is a country that continues to evolve, improve, and face the challenges of the
next millennia with courage and hope. Are we perfect? No, we are a work in progress....

But to appease one culture at the expense of another is likened to a parent playing favorites with
children. That doesn’t work! Jeolousy, bitterness, spite, hard feelings emerge, and to what end? Not
toward peace or harmony, that’s for sure.

Fairness is the only solution. All the various groups, sub-cultures, races, have their own heroes.

Not all are ever going to agree on these heroes collectively, because we each have our own perspective
on history and our own story to tell.

Therefore, the Davy Crockett bust that is now being considered, to which | personally believe is long
overdue and is most representative of the pioneer era, will likely offend some of our Mexican —
American citizens whose ancestors fought against those Tennesseans at the Alamo.

Sequoya, may have created the first syllabus or Native American alphabet... but | have every reason to
be offended by his presence in our statehouse, since my pioneer ancestors were scalped by Native
Americans in the 1780’s. One of my ancestors, William McMurry, was brutally attacked and his heart
was cut out of his chest. So, if anyone could be offended by a Native American ‘s presence at our



Statehouse, | certainly could be if | chose that course. But | have not. Instead, | know that it is important
for Native Americans to have their heroes too, and | accept that and don’t wear my heart on my sleave
to be offended at the many artifacts that I could be offended at, if | allowed myself to be offended.

Instead, | prefer to celebrate those who mean something to me and my people.

Nathan Bedford Forrest protected the widows and orphans throughout one of the most dangerous and
violent epochs in our nation’s history. Again, | should know since my great, great grandfather was killed
in battle in Mississippi seven months after his conscription into the 12™ Ky Cav at Harrisburg, two weeks
after Forrest’s most brilliant battle at Brice’s Crossroads. He left a wife and four children who became
orphans when their mother died shortly after the war ended.

1 have spent forty years researching and studying the life of N. B. Forrest. My first paper was on the
battle of Britton Lane, practically in the back yard of our neighborhood in Madison County.

I found Forrest a very unique individual with 10 of my family members who rode with him - five on
my mother’s side and five on my father’s side. Ten brothers on my father’s side all fought for the
Confederacy. My family had no slaves just as 97% of all Tennesseans. We were a typical middle class
West Tennessee farm family in the 1860’s and were not poor even by modern standards. We have held
onto our land for over six generations and my mother, who has Alzheimers, still lives there at the
present time. We have lived on the same farm since my great, great, great grandfather Daniel Buntin
cleared the land in the early 1840’s. And much of that determination | credit to my Scotch-lrish
ancestors who were a hardy, fun loving, hardworking, God fearing folk. Daniel Buntin was an
Overmountain man who served in the Militia in the American Revolution in Pennsylvania and with his
son moved to North Carolina before settling here. | named my son in his honor. The memory of a
pioneer ancestor is part of my heritage, one that connects me, my children and my family to our past.

Members of my extended family came here as early as 1619 in the Jamestown, Virginia area and have
fought in just about every war in the history of America. My uncle was a surgeon in Vietnam, | had a
brother- in- law serve in the National Guard in Dessert Storm and my son, a Boy Scout has aspirations of
a military career flying in the Air Force like his decorated WWI!I Bomber Pilot Grandfather who flew 16
missions over Japan.

My grandfather was a Dough boy in France and his grandfather was a Confederate soldier, so
descendants of Confederate soldiers went on to defend this country in a reunified effort with their
Northern counterparts to defeat Fascism, Communism, Socialism, and an enemy that was anti-
western, as well as anti-Christian/Judeo. When needed, my family stepped up to defend this country
and as a descendant of an American Veteran, | recognize their sacrifice which helped bring and maintain
the freedom that we all enjoy today.

While these American Veterans were reconciled with their enemies before the turn of the century, all
my Dad and Grandfather knew was patriotism to their country — the United States. They were
Southerners as well, just as | am, and while our allegiance is to a unified country, our identity is
Southern American as our heritage.



| fly both the American flag and the Confederate flag at my home frequently.

I see no ethical conflict in this for me except to say that there is a movement afoot towards cultural
genocide of the Southern people. Those who hate the South do so because they want to get rid of us to
take our land. They would not pretend to being doing this at the end of the war but the same thing
happened to many unsuspecting women.

Genocide was coined in 1944 by a Polish immigrant and noted attorney, Raphael Lemkin.

Generally speaking, genocide does not necessarily mean the immediate destruction of a nation, except
when accomplished by mass killings of all members of a nation. It is intended rather to signify a
coordinated plan of different actions aiming at the destruction of essential foundations of the life of
national Groups, with the aim of annilating the groups themselves. The objective of such a plan would
be the disintegration of the political and social institutions of culture, language, national feelings,
religion, and the existence of national groups and the destruction of the personal security, liberty,
health, dignity and even the lives of the individuals belonging to such groups.

| did not realize that there was so many feelings of retribution that existed among the races today.

Everything Southern is not tainted with hateful white racism, yet 150 years and three generations later |
am still blamed for the national sins of those who lived and propagated slavery.

When looking at a person’s life to determine whether or not that person should be considered for such
an honor, the totality of that life needs to be considered. Not a slice out of the continuum, but the entire
life to see if one is redeemed at the end of one’s life.

N. B Forrest was a man transformed by the war into a very different person at the end of his life than he
was during the days he was a warrior in the 1860's.

Reference to John Newton - Handout copy of Amazing Grace

Druids - who were they? They were the Old Irish. What do we know about them today? They existed up
until around 60 AD. in an extensive area around Britain and parts of France. We do know they were
doctors, sages, intellectuals who lived in the Southeastern part of Britannia and were an ancient group
of forrest dwelling inhabitants. There is one ritual - the hunt of the wren, which is still an enigma today
since no one remembers it’s significance and there is nothing written down about it. We know they had
something to do with Oaks (trees) and while we have some writing but it seems to have lost the key to
pronunciation ; the rules that apply to grammer are unusual when compared to other languages.

Very little since the Romans annihilated them as a race of people, destroying their monuments, their
traditions, even the few references we have to them are sketchy since the Romans intended to wipe
them off the planet.

Leaving behind very little evidence of their existence behind. That is Extreme Retribution!



Lola Potter insult to Col. Hartley
Capitol Tour Guides (3) Edward Carmack ~racist Do not take tours by the Rotunda
Finally, The Steve Ford story

The People are the ones who have the sole right to choose their own heroes, and your efforts will be in
vain since most of the Representatives and members of the Senate see it that way, too.

You are being compared to ISIS in how this is an attempt to destroy our monuments and one person
even went so far as to call this the “committee on un-American activities”.

Twenty seven states today have no Guidelines to direct their citizenry on this subject.
The People and their own conscience know who they want without parameters to restrict their choice.

The People have always chosen how we want to honor our individual heritage and it is the People who
should continue to make that choice, not a government appointed Commission....for politics, personal
agendas and skewed vision can only be the outcome of that approach.

The freedom to choose has never been so appropriate as in this case. No restrictions, no boundaries to
reign in choice that might cause an otherwise worthy individual or event from the commemoration it so
deserves. Since we can not possibly think of each circumstance, then let us not try.... Let us leave the
door open to the what possibilities the future might bring.

The task you were given has proven to be an impossibility to find the “right” words to pertain to every
cause, every situation, every person, every occasion.... S0 , we need to say so and no limit the future
choices for our children and grandchildren.

Heroes are too culture specific..... so let those who want to bring honor to their heros and to tell their
story, do so, and let the rest of us respect each culture, each hero or heroine in the context that all of us
have a part in this collective memory of the Great State of Tennessee, of which we will never agree on
just one definitive Artifact to represent us all, nor will each always be the hero of all.

It will take many to represent the complex and special story of the evolution of our state... thwarting
that effort by placing any “Guidelines” on the process is simply unnecessary as once again, | must
reiterate, that in 156 years of no “Guidelines”, proves...the People of our state have the good taste and
common sense to know what is appropriate.

(End with story of my encounter with G. A. Hardaway.)



