HISTORY OF NATIONAL SERVICE
	
In many nations, national service is a term used for mandatory military service.  In America, this term represents Americans of all ages uplifting their communities through service to combat the challenges of social vices by meeting critical needs in education, public safety, health and the environment.

The history of national service in America can be traced back to the early 1900’s. American philosopher William James in his essay, “The Moral Equivalent of War,” first brought about the concept of non-military national service.  Soon after in 1933 President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC); a program designed for young men to help rebuild the nation during the Great Depression. In the 1960’s Americans saw the inception of many service programs including the Peace Corps, Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP), the Foster Grandparent Program, the Senior Companion Program and VISTA. In the 1990’s most of these programs were formally organized and incorporated as National service programs, under what became the Corporation for National And Community Service.

Legislation Timeline:
1990: National and Community Service Act of 1990: This legislation created a new independent federal agency, the Commission on National and Community Service. 
The Commission was charged with supporting four streams of service: 

1.  Service-learning programs for school-aged youth; 
2.  Higher education service programs; 
3.  Youth corps; and 
4.  National service demonstration models.
 
1992: National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC): A bipartisan group of Senators, drafted legislation to create NCCC as a demonstration program to explore the possibility of using post-Cold War military resources to help solve problems at home. The NCCC, enacted as part of the 1993 Defense Authorization Act, is a residential service program modeled on the Depression-era Civilian Conservation Corps and the United States military. 

1993: The Corporation for National and Community Service: The Corporation is part of our nation's history of commitment to building a culture of citizenship, service, and responsibility. It was created to connect Americans of all ages and backgrounds with opportunities to give back to their communities and their nation. It merged the work and staffs of two predecessor agencies, ACTION and the Commission on National and Community Service. The Corporation was directed to manage three main programs: 
·  Senior Corps, which incorporated the longstanding Foster Grandparents, Retired and Senior Volunteer, and Senior Companion Programs; 
· AmeriCorps, which incorporated AmeriCorps*VISTA, AmeriCorps*National Civilian Community Corps programs (NCCC), and created AmeriCorps*State and National programs, that began in 1994.
· Learn and Serve America, formerly known as Serve America. 
2009: Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act:  The Serve America Act reauthorizes and expands national service programs administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency created in 1993. The Corporation engages four million Americans in result-driven service each year, including 75,000 AmeriCorps members, 492,000 Senior Corps volunteers, 1.1 million Learn and Serve America students, and 2.2 million additional community volunteers mobilized and managed through the agency’s programs.

Annually: Approximately 75,000 AmeriCorps members serve their country annually. The Senior Corps has supported more than 500,000 older volunteers annually, and Learn and Serve America has supported more than one million students in service each year. (USA Freedom Corps Web Site. 17 January 2008 <http://www.usafreedomcorps.gov/about_usafc/call/index.asp>)
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