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Congratulations!
Congratulations on being selected to participate in the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit at Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro, TN. The annual Youth Summit provides 200 GEAR UP TN cohort students from across the state the opportunity to spend two days immersed in college culture. Students will meet peers from other GEAR UP TN schools and attend activities developed by college access professionals to promote the college-going culture among students. The event will provide students with a diverse set of activities that will compliment direct services provided by GEAR UP TN in their districts and help them develop skills as young leaders who will engage their peers in discussions of the value of education.

This packet outlines information about camp, including what to bring, the activities we have planned, and who you can contact in case of an emergency. Parents and family members, we’d encourage you to keep this handbook for your use. 
Sincerely, 
<Site Coordinator Name>
<Collaborative Name> Site Coordinator
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Staff and Emergency Contact Info
If you need to reach your child due to an emergency at home, please call:
<Site Coordinator Name>, <Collaborative Name> Site Coordinator, <cell phone number>
CAMP STAFF AND OTHER IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Who to call in an emergency:
<Regional Coordinator>, GEAR UP TN Regional Coordinator, <East/West> TN, <cell phone number>
OR

Mary Laphen, GEAR UP TN Statewide Services Coordinator, 215-534-1040 (mobile_

OR

Kate Derrick, GEAR UP TN Director of Communications, 502-693-3826 (mobile) 
Camp will also be staffed by chaperones, counselors, supervisors, teachers and administrators. 

Visitation and Phone Use Policies
Visitation Policy

We would like for the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit to be a learning experience that helps students develop more responsibility and would prefer that parents not attend camp activities unless you are volunteering as a chaperone. Please speak with <Site Coordinator Name> if you would like to be a chaperone at <phone number and/or email address>.
Contacting Your Student

If your child has a cell phone, you may talk to him or her during designated “free time”. Students will also have access to a phone on campus so that they may call home if they choose.
Safety Policies and Procedures
Your child’s safety is very important to us. We’ve developed several policies and procedures to ensure that all students have a positive experience at the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit
Supervision GEAR UP TN Youth Summit: 

· Staff members from the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC)
· Faculty for the event hired by the Public Education Foundation of Chattanooga

· Camp supervisors who also work in our local GEAR UP TN schools (teachers, counselors and or administrators)
· Middle Tennessee State University campus security
Any disciplinary action with ultimately be the responsibility of and at the discretion of the student’s home school district
Male and female students will be housed on separate floors. Students of the opposite sex will not be permitted to visit each other in the dorm rooms.
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Youth Summit 2015
Agenda (Tentative- specific times may change)

Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN

All Times are Central Daylight Time

Monday, June 8
	9:30 am to 11:30 am
	Arrival and check-in at Middle Tennessee  State University (each county will be assigned an arrival time)

	11:30 am
	Lunch

	12:30 pm
	Welcome, purpose, and introductions- Students

Orientation- Chaperones

	2:45 pm
	Campus tour

	3:45 pm
	Snack break

	4:30 pm
	Small group session- “Getting to Know You”

	5:30 pm
	Dinner with small group

	6:30 pm
	Break

	7:30 pm
	Movie and Game Night

	9:30 pm
	Dorm hall meetings and county reflections

	10:30 pm
	Lights out


Tuesday, June 9
	8:00 am
	Breakfast

	9:00 am
	Small group session- Admissions 

	10:15 am
	Large group session- Mock Class

	11:30 am
	Lunch

	12:45 pm
	Small group breakout sessions

	3:00 pm
	Break

	3:30 pm
	Goal setting with small groups

	4:45 pm
	Rec Center with MTSU Orientation Crew

	6:00 pm
	Dinner

	7:30 pm
	Talent show

	9:30 pm
	Dorm hall meetings and county reflections

	10:45 pm
	Lights out


Wednesday, June 10
	8:00 am
	Breakfast 

	9:30 am
	Large group session- Speaker, Vincent Phillips

	10:00 am
	Closing Remarks

	10:30 am
	Check out rooms, load buses and departure


Financial and Other Responsibilities
The GEAR UP TN Youth Summit is FREE, but parents do have some responsibilities, including:

· Arriving on time on the day of departure and the day of return.
· Providing students with items such as proper clothing, bedding, towels and other items listed on the “What to Bring” list (see page 8).

· Paying for property damages, if your student causes them. Examples include damages to walls or furniture in the dorm rooms, or damages to classroom equipment. 
· Your child does NOT need spending money, but you may choose to send some with him or her to buy souvenirs or snacks during the trip. 
· All meals and school supplies will be provided by GEAR UP TN. We will also cover the cost of any activities listed on the camp schedule, including transportation between the designated departure point and the event. 

Car/Transportation Policies
<Please detail how your students will be transported to/from Nashville for the event.> Students will not be permitted to ride in a car or other motor vehicle while attending the camp.
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What to Bring

(and what not to bring)
APPAREL

Tennis/athletic shoes
T-shirts
Rain jacket/umbrella
Jeans
Shorts
Pajamas
Underwear
Socks
Hat
Sunglasses
TOILETRIES

Deodorant
Shampoo
Soap
Toothpaste/toothbrush
Comb/brush
Hand soap 
MISCELLANEOUS

Sunblock
Alarm clock (students will be required to wake themselves)
Hair dryer
Rubber flip flops (for the showers)
Beach towel/blanket for movie on the lawn
OPTIONAL (AT YOUR OWN RISK)
Camera
Cell phone
DO NOT BRING

Weapons of any sort
Alcohol, tobacco and/or drugs
Unauthorized medicines
Explicit or vulgar books, music, magazines or movies
Clothing featuring inappropriate language, images or messages

A note on linens: MTSU will provide a pillow, sheets, pillow case, a blanket, two towels and a wash cloth. If you want any other linens, you need to bring them. 
Dress Code
DRESS CODE

· Students will dress appropriately, in a manner that does not distract from the educational component of the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit. 

· Any student that does not dress appropriately will be asked to change their clothing. 
Ladies:

· No backless, strapless, one-strap, or mid-drift tops or extremely short shorts, skirts or dresses will be allowed. 

· No offensive language or images will be tolerated on clothing.

Gentlemen:

· Boxers and briefs should never be visible (no sagging shorts or pants). 
· No offensive language or images will be tolerated on clothing. 

Code of Conduct
Participants are expected to demonstrate positive attitudes and behaviors throughout every day. The following code of conduct outlines the rules and requirements of the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit. Any student who breaks the code of conduct may be sent home early. 

Do:

· respect the rights and properties of yourself and others (including staff, instructors and peers)

· follow all rules and policies set by your school district, GEAR UP TN and MTSU
· use program equipment, supplies and facilities properly

· stay with your group and within designated areas at all times

· communicate in a polite manner

· respect cultural, religious, sexual orientation and gender differences

· respect personal space and the personal boundaries of others

· follow the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit dress code and honor code
· Help keep campus and dorm rooms clean
Don’t:

· use profanity or other offensive language, including terms that are offensive to any particular person or group

· behave aggressively or inflict physical and/or emotional harm on others

· vandalize the property of others, or MTSU
· behave recklessly and put yourself or others in danger

· leave the camp boundaries without permission from GEAR UP TN Youth Summit staff

· display inappropriate or excessive affection, including kissing, hand holding, excessive touching, etc.

Lodging Info and Policy
Middle Tennessee State University will provide students with lodging. Students should consider the following rules and regulations for staying in the residence hall:

APPLIANCES:

No electric appliances will be allowed on campus. Students may charge cell phones if needed.
ALCOHOL/DRUG PARAPHERNALIA: 

There will be NO alcohol/drug paraphernalia permitted at GEAR UP TN Youth Summit. Any confiscation shall be permanent, and shall include any paraphernalia items associated with the violation, including, but not limited to: chests, tubs, kegs, taps, pitchers, glasses, mugs, cans, bottles and funnels. 

PETS:
NO pets will be permitted at GEAR UP TN Youth Summit unless used as medical/ disability aids. Cats, dogs, ferrets, fish, mice, gerbils, hamsters, birds, spiders, hermit crabs, reptiles, etc., are not permitted. The provided list of non-permitted pets is not inclusive. 

QUIET/COURTESY HOURS:

A quiet hours policy is in effect from 10:30 p.m. through 7:00 a.m., daily. All requests to limit noise MUST be honored. If you bring a radio, please bring headphones.
FIRE RISKS/SMOKING:

Combustible materials are strictly prohibited in all residence halls. This includes, but is not limited to, items enumerated under the heading of Weapons. Confiscation and disposal of such items shall be permanent. Disabling smoke detectors, or any fire safety equipment, by removing batteries or covering the detector with any material, is a violation of federal fire safety code and strictly prohibited. Fines/fees shall be determined by the State Fire Marshall. When a fire alarm is sounded, all students are required by law to vacate the building.

VISITATION/GUESTS/ESCORT:

Visitation by other campers of the opposite gender is NOT permitted. The staff reserve the right to deny access to any guest if it has been determined that such person has disturbed, disrupted, or endangered any residents.

WEAPONS: 

Weapons or “look alike”/replica weapons may NOT be housed, or carried into the residence hall. All MCS policies related to weapons will be enforced.
Frequently Asked Questions
FOR PARENTS 
What kind of camp is GEAR UP TN Youth Summit? GEAR UP TN Youth Summit is an overnight academic camp that focuses on academic success, college and career planning and leadership development. 
What/who is GEAR UP TN? GEAR UP TN, a seven-year discretionary grant program, aims to increase the number of low-income, first generation students enrolling and succeeding in college. The program is administered by the Tennessee Higher Education Commission.
What will my child do at camp? Students will participate in activities that will connect them with other GEAR UP TN students and give them a preview of life in college. Students will also attend sessions focused on what they can do now to prepare for college. Students will also have social activities where they can interact with peers from their own school and GEAR UP TN students from across the state.

Where will my child stay? Middle Tennessee State University will provide students with lodging. Classes will be held on campus at MTSU. 
What are my responsibilities? As a parent, we expect you to make sure your child understands the GEAR UP TN Youth Summit rules and expectations. If your child breaks the rules, you will be responsible for picking him or her up early. You are also expected to provide or arrange for transportation to and from the bus, which will take students to Middle Tennessee State University, and to help your child prepare/pack for camp. 
Will my child need money? All meals and school supplies will be provided by GEAR UP TN. If you would like your child to have additional “spending money” that is permitted, but not required. 
Who else will be there? Students from each of GEAR UP TN’s middle schools will attend. GEAR UP TN serves schools in 15 counties and there will be approximately 200 students at camp. 
Who supervises camp? Supervision is very important to us. GEAR UP TN Youth Summit will have a full staff, which includes: 
· Professional staff members from the Tennessee Higher Education Commission and GEAR UP TN
· Camp supervisors who also work in GEAR UP TN schools (teachers, counselors and or administrators) 
· Camp faculty (college admissions counselors, high school guidance counselors, college professors)
· Camp Facilitator: Public Education Foundation 
How much does camp cost? GEAR UP TN Youth Summit is FREE, but parents must help their child prepare for camp and provide them with items such as proper clothing, toiletries, etc. 

Will the boys and girls be together or separate? During day and evening hours, all students will attend classes and sessions together (co-ed). At night, girls and boys will be housed on separate floors of the residence hall. Students are forbidden to have a member of the opposite sex in their lodge rooms. 

How can I contact my child? If your child has a cell phone, you may talk to him or her during “free time.” Your child will also have access to a phone at the campus if he or she wishes to call home. In an emergency, call the numbers listed on page three. 

What if my child gets homesick? Can he/she call me? If your child has a cell phone, he or she may use it during free time. If your child does not have a cell phone, he or she may work with GEAR UP TN staff to arrange access to a phone.
My child has special dietary needs. What arrangements can you make for this? You will need to list special needs on the enrollment form. 
Will my child have a roommate? Can he or she request to room with a particular student? How are room assignments made? Your child will have a roommate. The goal is to room each student with another student from his or her school district. If exceptions must be made, GEAR UP TN will seek permission from the student, a parent/guardian, the school, and the local site coordinator. Students cannot request a particular student as a roommate. 
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Frequently Asked Questions
FOR STUDENTS 
What kind of camp is it? Well, we don’t like to brag... but GEAR UP TN Youth Summit might be the best camp ever. The camp will help you get ready for college, and give you a chance to make new friends, hang out on a college campus and participate in college classes. 

Is GEAR UP TN Youth Summit fun? Absolutely. You’ll get to experience life on a college campus, meet students from other parts of the state and learn how to become a leader in your school. 

What will I do at camp? You will be required to attend classes. You will also participate in several college-focused workshops and some very cool activities. College students will act as your counselors and they will help you get ready for college. 

What are my responsibilities? At GEAR UP TN Youth Summit we will treat you with respect and allow you some freedom — but you have to respect the camp staff and the rules. We expect you to make it to all GEAR UP TN Youth Summit activities on time and to participate. We also expect you to follow the code of conduct. Most of all, we expect a good attitude! 

Will I need money? All meals and supplies will be provided by GEAR UP TN. If you would like to have additional “spending money” that is permitted, but not required. 

Who else will be there? Students from GEAR UP TN’s other middle schools will attend — around 200 students total. 

Will I share a room with someone? Yes, you will have a roommate (just like in college). 

Can I bring my IPod/DS/cell phone/other gadgets? Only cell phones are permitted at your own risk. GEAR UP TN does not accept responsibility for any loss or stolen items.
Will boys and girls be allowed to hang out together? Yes, but only during supervised activities and NEVER in the dorms. If you get caught mingling with the opposite sex in the residence hall rooms, you’ll be kicked out of camp — no excuses, no exceptions. 

How can I contact my parents? If you have a cell phone, you can call them during your free time. If you don’t, the camp counselors can give you access to a phone.
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