


 

 

Refer to TBR Policy 2:01:01:00, TBR Guideline A-010, and THEC Policy A1:0 and A1:1 
before developing a Letter of Application.   

INSTRUCTIONS:  Please respond to each question.  If the question is not applicable, 
please use “NA” and include a brief explanation of why the question is not applicable to the 
proposed action.  The form will expand to allow space as needed and must be submitted to 
the TBR Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and the Vice Chancellor for Community 
Colleges as designated in A-010.    

 

SECTION I.   INTRODUCTION  

The Department of Art & Design at Austin Peay State University is proposing the addition of a low 
residency Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art program. Students will conduct course work through 
online/distance courses (hybrid delivery) and will only be required to travel to campus twice a year for 
intensive critiques and workshops (during winter session and may session). 

DATE OF SUBMISSION: 

INSTITUTION(S): Austin Peay State University 

TITLE OF PROGRAM: Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art 
CIP and SOC CODES: 

 CIP Codes SOC Codes TN CIP Code 

Master of Fine Arts 50.0702 27-1010 
27-1012 
27-1013 
27-1014 
27-1019 

30.50.0702.00 

 
 
 CONCENTRATIONS:   
  CIP and SOC CODES: 50.0702 
 
PROJECTED DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF IMPLEMENTATION PORTFOLIO: 
45 days after the approval of the Letter of Application. 
 

Letter of Application for All New Degrees Programs 
with/without Concentrations, Certificates, Duplications of 

Existing Community College Programs, Collaborative/Joint 
Programs  

 



TARGET DATE FOR BOARD APPROVAL:  
December 2016 
 
PROPOSED DATE OF PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION:  

August 2018 

 
     A.   PURPOSE:  (Goals and Objectives in keeping with Institutional Mission) 

(Specify:  campus specific, regional, state-wide, national, International; Population: 
Traditional, Non-traditional [over 25], Military, Dual Enrollment [High School], 
Workforce, or other; Academic, Workforce development and/or Research Needs) 
 

Austin Peay State University is committed to expanding access to educational opportunities and 
services to traditional and nontraditional students utilizing multiple delivery systems. Being home to 
the Center of Excellence for the Creative Arts, APSU is also heavily invested in the cultural life of our 
region, offering excellent arts experiences to our students and community. 
 
Based on these commitments, APSU’s Department of Art & Design is proposing a low residency MFA 
program that will be a hybrid distance/on campus program. Students will conduct class work during the 
fall and spring semester through video conferencing, online delivery and through email with graduate 
faculty. Students will engage in intensive residency activities on the Clarksville campus of APSU during 
the winter session and May session 
 
We are intentionally designing the degree to serve working students for whom a traditional 
residency program is not an option. Our hope is that we will draw heavily on non-traditional 
students including students who are working educators and military service members. The low-
residency model being proposed will make this degree program appealing to artists in the region and 
nationwide. 
 
Currently, there are approximately 25 low residency MFA Studio Art degree programs in the US. Only 
two of these programs (Johnson State College and Portland State University) are available at public 
institutions. The cost of attending the private schools is incredibly high. The affordability and low 
residency requirement (approximately 4 weeks per year on campus) of the program proposed by APSU 
will provide equal access to a professional graduate degree for all artists living in Tennessee, 
neighboring states, and across the nation. 
 
APSU is the home of the Center of Excellence for Creative Arts (CECA), which provides the 
Tennessee region with one-of-a-kind experiences in the arts. With the aid of CECA, 
the Department of Art & Design is able to bring internationally renowned artists to APSU to conduct 
workshops and critiques and to present public lectures. These activities will aid significantly to the 
higher level thinking and research that is required of a graduate program. Also, the involvement of 
graduate students in the activities of CECA will greatly enhance the creative research being conducted 
in our region. 
 
The Department of Art & Design at Austin Peay State University currently offers a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
– Studio Art degree. We do not offer concentrations within the Studio Art BFA. 



On our website we ask that students show a proficiency in one of the studio areas in which we have 
faculty. This is in keeping with the guidelines for the National Association of Schools of Art and Design 
for general undergraduate studio art degrees and to indicate the areas in which we have faculty 
expertise. For example, a student wishing to study glass blowing would not find the facilities or faculty 
to help them at APSU.  

Offering concentrations in our MFA program would be very difficult using the low residency model. 
Many art media require a great deal of expensive equipment. Since the graduate students in the 
program will spend most of their time working in their home studios, concentrations in printmaking, 
ceramics, etc. would be incredibly difficult. Students will be provided semi-private studio space that 
they can customize to the needs of their art work. 

In addition to the logistical hurdles involved with studio art concentrations, the idea of specialization is 
an outdated one within the contemporary art world. Artists are expected to fluidly move between 
media, selecting whichever one best solves the conceptual problem at hand. Today, a practicing artist 
will work in printmaking for one project and use video and sound in the next. We want our MFA 
program to acknowledge this practice and prepare our students for the contemporary art world by not 
requiring them to specialize in a particular medium. 

 
 
    B.  INSTITUTIONAL PRIORITY (Justify why this is a priority at this time and summarize  
          the institution's current program development plans; institutional plans and meeting    
          benchmarks to exit from post-approval monitoring, for any flagged programs; and   
          resource commitments) 
 
As previously stated, the Center of Excellence for Creative Arts perfectly situates APSU for advanced 
study in art. 
 
The low residency/hybrid model of this MFA program continues APSU’s goal to serve nontraditional 
and diverse student populations. This model also reflects APSU and the Department of Art & Design’s 
commitment to high quality undergraduate education. A low residency/hybrid model allows for an MFA 
program without compromising our undergraduate student’s access to faculty or facilities.  
 
The resources currently in place within the Department of Art & Design are sufficient to support the 
program at the anticipated enrollment levels. The new Art & Design Building that is currently under 
construction at APSU will provide excellent facilities for the MFA program. 

.  

 C.  NEED:  (Identify the academic, workforce development, and/or research needs the  
       program proposed in this letter of application will meet. Cite employment projections and  
       supply/demand data appropriate to the discipline and degree level as justification using the  
       Bureau of Labor Statistics (bls.gov), O*Net (onenetonline.org) and the THEC    
       supply/demand analyses  

(http://tennessee.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/academic_programs/THEC
%20supply%0and%20demand%20Final.pdf), as appropriate, for the degree or 
certificate field.  

http://tennessee.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/academic_programs/THEC%20supply%0and%20demand%20Final.pdf
http://tennessee.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/academic_programs/THEC%20supply%0and%20demand%20Final.pdf


 
       A brief survey of the need and demand for the program should be conducted in order to  
       inform development. Summarize the results. 
 
       Letters of support from industry stating that the proposed credential is recognized and would      
       add value to their workforce should be included.  Address sustainability of the program 
both in the short term (1-2 years) and longer term (5+ years) beyond the anticipated date of 
the first program graduates per THEC policy.  
 
 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Outlook Handbook 
 
Craft and Fine Artists 

Number of jobs, 2012 = 51,400 
Job Outlook, 2012-22 = 3% 
Employment Change, 2012-22 = 1,300 

Art Directors 

Number of Jobs, 2012 = 74,800 
Job Outlook, 2012-22 = 3% 
Employment Change, 2012-22 = 2,200 

Graphic Designers 

Number of Jobs, 2012 = 259,500 
Job Outlook, 2012-22 = 7% 
Employment Change, 2012-22 = 17,400 

Multimedia Artists and Animators 

Number of Jobs, 2012 = 68,900 
Job Outlook, 2012-22 = 6% 
Employment Change, 2012-22 = 4,300 

Archivists, Curators, and Museum Workers 

Number of Jobs, 2012 = 29,300 
Job Outlook, 2012 - 22 = 11% 
Employment Change = 3,300 

Photographers 

Number of Jobs, 2012 = 136,300 
Job Outlook, 2012-22 = 4% 
Employment Change, 2012 - 22 = 5,900 

Aggregate data of all arts profession show that artist employment is expected to increase by 11% by 
2018 – roughly the same rate projected for the overall labor force which is 10% (source: Artist 
Employment Projections through 2018, National Endowment for the Arts) 



 

SNAAP 2013 Aggregate Frequency Report (responses from artists with graduate degrees in 
art) 

At first glance, the numbers from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the THEC Academic Supply and 
Occupational Demand in Tennessee Annual Report do not look particularly promising for graduates in 
art, but those projections are a bit misleading. The professions the BLS (and thus the THEC report) 
include as arts related are limited. To give a wider look at careers for artists, data from the Strategic 
National Arts Alumni Project (SNAAP) have been included as well. Austin Peay State University is an 
institutional participant in the SNAAP survey. 
www. snap.indiana.edu 
 
About SNAAP 
 
SNAAP is an online survey, data management and institutional improvement system designed to enhance 
the impact of arts-school education. SNAAP provides the first national data on how artists develop in this 
country, helps identify the factors needed to better connect arts training to artistic careers and allows 
education institutions, researchers and arts leaders to look at the systemic factors that help or hindered the 
career paths of alumni, whether they work as artists or have pursued other paths. 
(www.snaap.indiana.edu/about/overview.cfm) 
 

Selected survey responses from the SNAAP Aggregate Frequency Report (the entire report can be 
found at http://snaap.indiana.edu/pdf/2013/SNAAP13%20-%20Aggregate%20Report.pdf ) 

After leaving your program, how long did it take for you to obtain your first job or work experience? 
- Obtained work prior to leaving institution 43% 
- Obtained work in less than four months 27% 

How closely related was your first job or work experience to your training at this institution? 
-Closely Related 67% 
-Somewhat Related 15% 

Have you ever worked, either full - or part time, in an occupation as an artist (where you create or 
perform your art)? 
-Do this currently 61% 
-Have done this in the past 21% 

Overall Job Satisfaction 
- Very Satisfied 45% 
- Somewhat Satisfied 39% 

On average, six of every ten currently employed arts graduates described their current jobs as “relevant” or 
“very relevant” to their training (specifically, 64% of recent alumni and 69% of all alumni) - a greater 
percentage than graduates from journalism, accounting, or biology majors (National Science Foundation, 
2010). 
(SNAAP Annual Report 2014, pg 23, http://snaap.indiana.edu/pdf/2014/SNAAP_AR_2014.pdf ) 

http://snaap.indiana.edu/pdf/2013/SNAAP13%20-%20Aggregate%20Report.pdf
http://snaap.indiana.edu/pdf/2014/SNAAP_AR_2014.pdf


The Creative Economy of Tennessee  

Nashville and Middle Tennessee play an important role in the creative economy of the United States. 
Personal finance site Smartasset (www.smartasset.com) ranks Nashville as number 5 in its “Top Ten 
Cities for Creatives” survey. Mic.com includes Chattanooga at number 7 and Nashville at number 9 in its 
“15 Best Cities for Creative 20-Somethings.” Forbes Magazine includes Nashville in its list of “America’s 
Most Creative Cities.” Many more lists and surveys could be included. 

There is not an MFA Studio Art program in Middle Tennessee (traditional MFA Studio Art Programs are 
offered at the University of Tennessee, East Tennessee State University, and the University of 
Memphis), forcing many artists in our area of the state to seek out low-residency MFA programs in the 
Northeast and at private institutions. The low residency MFA at Austin Peay State University will fill a 
significant hole in the cultural life of middle Tennessee. 

Artistic professions are very entrepreneurial in nature. Many artists are self-employed, work as 
freelancers, or create their own businesses. This type of activity doesn’t easily show up in BLS numbers. 
What can be measured is the economic impact of the arts on Tennessee. According to Creative 
Industries in the South by Allen Bell (2012, South Arts) “Tennessee’s creative industries represent about 
6.1% of industry establishments in the state. They also employ 134,509 people in Tennessee or 4.8% of 
all employment in the state, including 37,947 who are self-employed or 8.3% of all self-employed.” 

Bell also states “The number of employed and self-employed working in the creative industries in 
Tennessee is 134,509, representing the seventh-largest industry cluster in the state. Based on 
employment, the creative industries are larger than the industry clusters of advanced materials, 
information technology and telecommunications, and defense and security in Tennessee.” 

Sustainability of the Program 

The enrollment numbers targeted for this program are not vast. Our target is to enroll 7 students per 
academic year, leading to no more than 21 students enrolled in the program at any one time, with 
approximately 7 graduates a year after the third year of the program’s existence. 

This enrollment number will allow the Department of Art & Design to support the MFA program 
without hiring additional full time faculty and the addition of new dedicated studio spaces. It will also 
allow the program to be highly selective of applicants to ensure a graduate population that is likely to 
succeed in the curriculum. 

Letters of Support (Attached) 

Mark Scala, Chief Curator, Frist Center for the Visual Arts, Nashville, Nashville, TN 
Lain York, Gallery Director, Zeitgeist Gallery, Nashville, TN 
Jodi Hays, Independent Curator and Artist, Nashville, TN 
 
D.  IMPACT:  
     Describe the articulation and transfer avenues projected for the proposed program in   
     compliance with PC§ 49-7-202.  Describe the anticipated effect the program will have on  
     existing associated degree programs or concentrations within the institution as well as other       
     institutions within the system.  

http://www.smartasset.com)/


  
Traditionally, MFA programs in Art do not accept transfer credits from other institutions. The nature of 
advanced study and research in art require a rigorous sequence of courses and a cohort or community 
of students. We will require that all MFA students complete all of the course work for the degree at 
APSU. 
 
APSU does not currently offer any graduate degrees in studio art.  
 
The University of Tennessee, East Tennessee State University, and the University of Memphis are the 
only public institutions in Tennessee that offer the MFA in Studio Art degree. All three of these 
programs are traditional, residential programs. Our proposed low-residency program will attract and 
recruit students for whom the programs at these institutions are not feasible. We do not feel that our 
MFA program would have any effect on the others in the state. 
 
E. DIVERSITY STATEMENT:   
    Provide a statement in keeping with the TBR approved campus Diversity Plan of how the   
    program will enhance diversity. 
 
Our proposed MFA in Studio Art degree is designed to fit the needs of non-traditional graduate 
students providing opportunities for graduate study in art to a wider population. We also feel the 
relatively low tuition cost of APSU when compared to low residency MFAs at private institutions will 
also provide opportunities for a more diverse student population. 
 
F. PLANS FOR ACCREDITATION:  

     (Identify the source and projected date of Professional accreditation if applicable; if the    
     proposed program requires a SACSCOC Substantive Change Review and, if so, describe the     
     scope of the substantive change. Information on actions constituting substantive change can  
     be found at the following website: http://www.sacscoc.org/substantivechange.asp .  If there  
     are no plans to seek specialized accreditation, please provide reasons.) 
 
Austin Peay State University and the Department of Art & Design are accredited members of the 
National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) and we will seek accreditation of the MFA 
Studio Art program after TBR and THEC approval. The NASAD office feels that one year is a feasible 
amount of time to approve the program. NASAD requirements ask for the submission of Plan Approval 
to them after institutional approval of the program but before students are enrolled. We anticipate a 
year for submittal and approval of a NASAD Plan Approval. Final approval will not be provided until the 
first cohort graduates. 
 
 
G. IDENTIFY ANY LOW PRODUCING PROGRAMS AT YOUR INSTITUTION(S)  
     BASED ON THEC ANNUAL PROGRAM PRODUCTIVITY REPORT(S): 
 

From the THEC Academic Program Review – January 29, 2015 



 
BS Philosophy  
BS Physics  
BS Professional Studies (RODP) 
AAS Engineering Technology with concentrations in Automotive ET, Construction ET, Electronic ET, 
and Mechatronics ET 

 

H.  LIST ALL NEWLY APPROVED AND ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS INCLUDING  
      CERTIFICATES OFFERED THROUGH ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTION IN  
      TENNESSEE INCLUDING THE TENNESSEE COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY AT  
      THE SAME LEVEL (WITHIN THE SAME OR SIMILAR CIP  
      [HTTP://NCES.ED.GOV/IPEDS/CIPCODE/SEARCHRESULTS.ASPX?Y=55&CA=2]  
      AND SOC CLASSIFICATIONS  
     [HTTP://WWW.BLS.GOV/OES/CURRENT/OES_STRU.HTM]).  A CIP TO SOC AND  
     SOC TO CIP CROSSWALK IS AVAILABLE AT  
     HTTP://NCES.ED.GOV/IPEDS/CIPCODE/RESOURCES.ASPX?Y=55.   THE THEC  
     WEB-BASED INVENTORY AND PROGRAM PRODUCTIVITY ANALYSIS FOR   
     STATE INSTITUTIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT:    

HTTP://TENNESSEE.GOV/THEC/DIVISIONS/ACADEMICAFFAIRS/AA_MAIN
.HTML.   
 

Established Programs 
 
50.0702 East Tennessee State University - MFA Art 
50.0708  University of Tennessee, Knoxville - MFA Art, Painting Concentration 

 University of Memphis - MFA Art, Painting Concentration 
50.0709 University of Tennessee, Knoxville - MFA Art, Sculpture Concentration 
   University of Memphis - MFA Art, Sculpture Concentration 
50.0710 University of Tennessee, Knoxville - MFA Art, Printmaking Concentration 
    University of Memphis - MFA Art, Printmaking Concentration 
50.0409 University of Memphis – MFA Art, Graphic Design Concentration 

 
I.    IDENTIFY ANY LOW PRODUCING PROGRAMS IN THE SAME OR SIMILAR  
      CIP/SOC CODES IN ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTION IN TENNESSEE BASED ON  
      THE CURRENT THEC LISTING OF PROGRAMS FAILING TO MEET  
      ENROLLMENT OR GRADUATION BENCHMARKS AS POSTED ON THE THEC  
      WEBSITE BASED ON THEC ANNUAL PROGRAM PRODUCTIVITY REPORT(S)   
      AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION OF THE LETTER OF APPLICATION: 
 
There are no similar programs failing to meet enrollment or graduation benchmarks according to the 
THEC Academic Program Review – January 29, 2015 
 
SECTION II:  ARTICULATIONS, COLLABORATIONS AND DUPLICATIONS  

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/searchresults.aspx?y=55&ca=2
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_stru.htm
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=55
http://tennessee.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/aa_main.html
http://tennessee.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/aa_main.html


             INCLUDING INTERDISCIPLINARY PROPOSALS 
   

A. If a similar program to the one proposed already exists at other institution(s) in the state, 
describe any opportunities for collaboration with other institutions that have been or will 
be pursued. 
 

There are no MFA programs in Tennessee that utilize a hybrid delivery method as this proposed 
program, ruling out the possibility of collaboration. 

 
 

        B.  For any proposed articulated or collaborative program(s):  
a. Which institution(s) will have a degree-granting authority? 
b. Which institution(s) will have the authority for faculty hiring, course assignment, 

systematic evaluation, and reappointment decisions? 
c. What agreements exist to ensure that faculty from all participating institutions 

will be involved in decisions about the curriculum, admissions standards, exit 
requirements?  

d. Which institution(s) will be responsible for academic and student-support 
services, e.g., registration, advising, library, academic assistance, financial aid, 
etc.?  

e. What agreements exist to ensure that the academic calendars of the participating 
institutions have been aligned as needed?  

f. In addition to the information provided by each participating institution regarding 
Financial Projections, please address the following items:  
 How will tuition rates be determined if they differ among the institutions? 

 
 Has a formal agreement been developed regarding cost-sharing policies?  

If yes, please include it as part of the Letter of Application.  If no, please 
summarize the current understanding between all parties and the plans for 
developing a formal agreement.  

 What arrangements, if any, have been made for exchange of money 
between participating institutions? 

 Provide Financial Projections (using the THEC Financial Projection form) 
for each institution involved PLUS an aggregate form representing all 
financial projections for proposed programs involving multiple 
institutions. 

 If one institution wishes to discontinue the program, what agreements 
exist for terminating the offering? 

 Specify any other issues and how they are proposed to be addressed. 
 

B. If the proposed program is currently available through the Academic Common Market 
(ACM) (http://www.sreb.org/page/1304/academic_common_market.html ), explain why 
the need for the requested program/course development cannot be better met through 
collaboration or in the case of universities, the ACM.   

http://www.sreb.org/page/1304/academic_common_market.html


There is not an MFA Studio Art program available through the Academic Common Market, we 
would like to add our proposed program to the list of those that are available. 
 

C. If a 100%  online program is being proposed: 
1. If the institution(s) is (are) authorized to offer the same program as a ground program,  
    will the existing program be maintained in addition to on-line delivery?   
    Review the State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement ( http://www.wiche.edu/sara)  
    for additional requirements if the program will be advertised as open to residents  
    outside of Tennessee. 
 
2. Specify whether 

     [  ] ROCC (Regents Online Campus Collaborative)* credit  
     [  ] ROCE (Regents Online Continuing Education & Workforce    
          Development)*noncredit  
     [  ] Other Institutional Collaborative or Industry-Institutional Partnerships 
 Length of Agreement:   

Open-ended or limited (provide start and end dates) 

3.  Check all institutions and organizations that will participate in the collaborative:  
     Universities: ( ) APSU    ( ) ETSU      ( ) MTSU   ( ) TSU     ( ) TTU   ( ) UOM 
     Community Colleges: ( ) CLSCC  ( ) COSCC   ( ) CSTCC  ( ) DSCC  ( ) JSCC    

      ( ) MSCC   ( ) NSCC      ( ) NSTCC ( ) PSTCC ( ) RSCC    
      ( ) STCC    ( ) VSCC      ( ) WSCC 

4.  List any other support agencies including clinical affiliations, government, health and    
     Business that will participate and provide evidence in portfolio per THEC 1.1.20K: 
5.   List any international collaborations which will be pursued and provide     
     documentation of interest by the international partner institution(s), if available. 

 
*For Doctoral Programs, provide letters from presidents of Tennessee institutions offering 
same or similar CIP doctoral programs within the same broad geographic service area 
certifying that the doctoral program will not be perceived as duplicative. 

*For Technical Certificates, provide documentation of notification to Tennessee Technology 
Centers within the service area.   

 

SECTION III:   PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

A. Residency requirements (in keeping with SACSCOC requirements):_________  
 
Students must earn all 60 hours from APSU 
 

B. Macromajors or Academic Foci: 
 

ACADEMIC FOCI Check all 
applicable 

http://www.wiche.edu/sara


Arts x 
Business  
Education  
Health Sciences  
Humanities  
Social Sciences  
STEM  
Applied Science and Technology  
General Education  
 

 
C. CURRICULUM:  The proposed program requires completion of 60__ Semester Credit  

                        Hours (SCH) distributed as follows (IF more than 120 SCH provide  
         justification per THEC 1.0.60A): 

 1.     General Education (Undergraduate only): 
                        Rubric/Number  Course Title    SCH 
 2.     Major Field Core (courses required of ALL students in a program)   

 Rubric/Number  Course Title    SCH 
  ART 5010    MFA Studio I    3 

 ART 5020   MFA Studio II    3 
 ART 5030   MFA Studio III    3 
 ART 5040   MFA Studio IV    3 
 ART 5050   MFA Studio V    3 
 ART 5060   MFA Studio VI    3 
 ART 5015   Graduate Seminar I   3 
 ART 5025   Graduate Seminar II   3 
 ART 5035   Graduate Seminar III   3 
 ART 5045   Graduate Seminar IV   3 
 ART 5055   Graduate Seminar V   3 
 ART 5065   Graduate Seminar VI   3 
 ART 5410   Residency I    1 
 ART 5420   Residency II    1 
 ART 5430   Residency III    1 
 ART 5440   Residency IV    1 
 ART 5450   Residency V    1 
  

3.     Concentrations(s):   (Identify and list courses for each concentration separately;  
        undergraduate concentrations must be at least 15 SCH; graduate concentrations at  
        least 12 SCH.) 

Rubric/Number  Course Title    SCH 
None 
 

            4.  Electives:  (May be guided or general electives; Include descriptions, prerequisites, or      
        restrictions that may apply.) 

Rubric/Number  Course Title    SCH 
 



2 Art History Courses (6 SCH) required from the options below: 
  ART 5110   Critical Material and Form  3 
  ART 5120    Identity Politics in Contemporary Art 3 
  ART 513x   Special Topics in Art History  3 
 
4 courses (12 SCH) required from the options below: 
  ART 5210   Community Internship in Art   3 – 6 
  ART 5220   Curatorial Practice   3 – 6 
  ART 5230   Art Entrepreneurship   3 
 

5.  Other credits (If applicable, describe requirements for thesis, dissertation, clinical    
     experience, internship, portfolio or other capstone experience.) 

Rubric/Number  Course Title    SCH 
 
ART 5310    MFA Thesis I    3 
ART 5320    MFA Thesis II    3 
ART 5400   Thesis Exhibition   1 
 

A committee led, intensive studio thesis focused on the production of advanced work and writing to be 
exhibited, published, and defended during a final exhibition at the end of the semester. A public oral 
defense will take place during the exhibition. 

Thesis committees will consist of three members (including a chair) selected by the student. At least 
two members of this committee must be from the APSU Art & Design faculty. One member may be 
from outside the department/university with approval from the APSU Art & Design faculty. 

 
            6.  Number of NEW courses (include newly developed yet never taught courses):   

      _26____ with  _60___ SCH 
7.  Number of SCH anticipated from transfer, articulation, PLA and other sources per  
     THEC 1.06.0) (specify source):   0  
8.   For Universities only:  Indicate all Tennessee Transfer Pathways (TTP)  
     acceptable for entry into the proposed program per THEC 1.0.60: 

 
TTP Yes No 

Accounting   
Agriculture-AGBUS   
Agriculture-Animal Science   
Agriculture-Plant and Soil Science   
Art (Studio)   
Biology   
Business Administration   
Chemistry   
Civil Engineering   
Computer Science   
Criminal Justice   



Economics-Business   
Economics-Liberal Arts   
Electrical Engineering   
English   
Exercise Science   
Foreign Language   
Geography   
History   
Information Systems   
Kinesiology   
Mathematics   
Mass Communication   
Mechanical Engineering   
Music   
Physics   
Political Science   
Pre-Health (Pre-Dental, Vet, Med,    
                   OPT, Pharm) 

  

PreK-12   
Pre-Nursing    
Pre-Occupational Therapy   
Pre-Physical Therapy   
Psychology   
Social Work   
Sociology   
Speech Communication   
Theatre Arts   

 

SECTION IV:  STUDENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS  

Estimate the unduplicated annual full-time, part-time and FTE enrollments and number of 
graduates for the first five years of program operation. Include anticipated international 
enrollment if used as a primary recruiting tool.  If the proposed program involves more than one 
institution, provide aggregated as well as disaggregated data for all institutions. 

Complete a minimum of 3 years projection for certificates and associate degrees, 5 years 
projection for undergraduate and masters degrees and 7 years for doctoral degrees.  

 
Year 

(specify 
Term 
& AY 
start) 

Full-Time 
Headcount 

Part-time 
Headcount 

International  
Headcount  
Anticipated 

Total Year 
Headcount 

 

FTE Graduates 

  Fall 7   7  0 



2017  
   2  

10 
  10  0 

   3  
15 

  15  4 

   4  
21 

  21  6 

   5 
 

 
21 

  21  8 

   6  
 

      

   7 
 

      

 
 

A. Explain the basic assumptions including attrition rate used in estimating the size of the 
proposed program by benchmark against other comparable programs in the discipline and 
institution to establish a baseline for your projected enrollments.  Assumptions should be 
related to the evidence of need and to other supportive data.   
 
Enrollment in APSU’s Master of Arts (MA) in English and Master of Music (MM) in Music as well 
as the MFA programs at the University of Tennessee and the University of Memphis were used 
to estimate enrollment in the proposed MFA at APSU. The MA in English at APSU currently has 
14 students enrolled and the MM in Music at APSU currently has 14 students. The University of 
Tennessee and the University of Memphis have approximately 30 MFA students enrolled in 
their programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Attrition Rates for MA English and the MM Music   

Major 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

  
 

English 53.8% 50.0% 61.5% 75.0% 70.0%  

Music 30.0% 10.0% 50.0% 40.0% 45.5%  

Total Rate 43.5% 27.8% 56.0% 55.6% 57.1%  
 
 
We feel that with our current faculty, facilities, and the expressed interest in the degree,  21 
students is a reasonable enrollment number to recruit and maintain. 



 
B. Describe the recruitment plan for both domestic and international enrollment if 

anticipated.  Please note:  Programs may not be advertised prior to final approval through 
the THEC commission meeting per the THEC Policy 1.0.60.B 
 
Domestic student enrollment with be the primary focus of the recruiting plan for this program. 
Initially, recruitment will focus on the southeastern United States and move to national 
recruitment after a few years. The Department of Art & Design will produce brochures and 
posters for the program internally and will place ads in regional publications such as Number, 
Nashville Arts, Art Papers and the cultural publications of regional metropolitan areas. 

 

SECTION V:   RESOURCES  

A.  Provide the most recent accreditation report/audits for any existing offerings within the  
           same division/department/college which speaks to need or resource allocations.  

Attached is an excerpt pertaining to resource allocations from the Department of Art & Design’s 
current self-study drafted in advance of our Spring 2016 accreditation visit by the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design. The previous report is 15 years old and does not 
adequately reflect the current department. 

 

B. List any requirement for needed resources support along with any industry contributions 

None 

C. Cite the THEC annual degree productivity data where funds may be redirected from  
           closed low-producing programs (THEC A1:1.2OP) of relevant. 

      D. Faculty: Describe the strengths of the existing faculty in credentials and available FTE (state  
           number of full- and part-time faculty). Estimate additional FTE (specify number of full-time and    
           part-time faculty) needed to support the program.  If faculty are drawn from multiple departments      
           or are committed to teach in multiple programs, identify which faculty and the percentage of their  
           time dedicated to each program. 

Currently, the Department of Art & Design consists of 15 full time faculty members and 11 part time 
faculty members, all of whom hold the terminal degree in their field. The total FTE for the department 
is 19.86  

It is not anticipated that any new faculty hires will be required for this program. The bulk of the classes 
will operate as independent study so faculty teaching loads will be only slightly increased.  

Faculty who will be teaching courses in the MFA program include: 

Kell Black, Professor, Drawing – MFA University of Connecticut 
Susan Bryant, Professor, Photography – MFA Indiana State University 
Paul Collins, Associate Professor, Painting – MFA Yale University 



Virginia Griswold, Assistant Professor, Sculpture – MFA Alfred University 
Barry Jones, Professor, New Media – MFA University of South Carolina 
Cindy Marsh, Professor, Printmaking – MFA Rochester Institute of Technology 
Dr. Tony Morris, Associate Professor, Art History – PhD Case Western Reserve University 
Scott Raymond, Assistant Professor, Animation – MFA Academy of Art University 
Billy Renkl, Professor, Illustration and Drawing, MFA University of South Carolina 
Ken Shipley, Professor, Ceramics, MFA University of Tennessee 

E.Administrative/organizational structure and personnel 

 
The MFA Studio Art program will be housed in the Department of Art & Design, which is 
chaired by Professor Barry Jones. The Department of Art & Design is part of the College of Arts 
and Letters, Dr. Dixie Webb serves as Dean. 
 
Once the degree is approved, a program coordinator will be selected from the Department of 
Art & Design faculty. The Graduate Program Coordinator will receive a course release to supervise the 
program. 
 

F. Clerical and Support Personnel, available and needed 

 

Currently, one full time Administrative Assistant 2, a full time Gallery Director, and two part time studio 
technicians work in the Department of Art & Design. We feel that this is adequate staff support for the 
program. 

 

 
G. Describe existing library and information technology resources to be available to support the 
projected program. 

 

APSU’s Felix G. Woodward Library has a collection of books and periodicals in Art & Design which are 
more than sufficient to support an MFA degree. Especially useful for a low residency program are the 
Woodward Library’s electronic holdings. Students have access to art journals archived through JSTOR, 
Project Muse, and Art Full Text. 
 
Art & Design faculty have sufficient access to technology through the department and APSU’s Center 
for Extended & Distance Education to conduct video conference meetings and synchronous on line 
lectures and seminars. Since the bulk of the curriculum is delivered on line and through other distance 
technologies, students in the program will be expected to have an adequate computer to successfully 
participate in the curriculum. 
  

H.  Describe Student Advisement Support.   If the proposed program is part of a collaboration or 
articulation agreement, how will student advising be coordinated by all participating 
institutions to facilitate progression and completion across all participating institutions. 



 
Each student will be supported by a full time Art & Design faculty member who will serve as the 
student’s academic advisor. Additional advising support will not be required. 
 

 
        I.  Describe existing and anticipated instructional facilities & instructional equipment to support the     
            proposed program. 

The MFA program at APSU is designed using a low-residency model. Graduate students will only be on 
campus when undergraduate students will be on break. Scheduling on campus graduate seminars this 
way will mean that the Department of Art & Design’s facilities can easily support both the graduate and 
undergraduate program. No additional facilities or equipment will be needed. 
 
SECTION VI:  FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS   

A. Use the THEC Financial Projections Form (FP) to provide revenues and expenditures for the 
proposed program.  If the proposed program involved more than one institution, provide a 
separate excel FP Form for each institution as well as an aggregate for the combined 
financial projections.  Submit as an Appendix the THEC Financial Projection Form. 
 
Attached 
 

B. If reallocation is used, provide a rationale and source for reallocation of budgeted funds.  
Cite THEC annual degree productivity data where funds may be redirected from closed/ low 
producing programs (A1:1.2OP), if relevant.   

 
C. List for each institution involved: 

1. All active Letters of Application 
There are no current Letters of Application 
 

2. Approved programs not meeting benchmarks 
Chemical Engineering Technology AAS (currently inactivated) 
 

3. Low producing programs at all levels 
Professional Studies (ROCC) BS 
Philosophy BS 
Physics BS 
Interdisciplinary Studies (ROCC) MS 
Advanced Studies in Teaching & Learning MED 
 

4. Programs terminated within the last 12 months 
None 
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