




 

 

Refer to TBR Policy 2:01:01:00, TBR Guideline A-010, and THEC Policy A1:0 and A1:1 
before developing a Letter of Application.   

INSTRUCTIONS:  Please respond to each question.  If the question is not applicable, 
please use “NA” and include a brief explanation of why the question is not applicable to the 
proposed action.  The form will expand to allow space as needed and must be submitted to 
the TBR Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and the Vice Chancellor for Community 
Colleges as designated in A-010.    

 

SECTION I.   INTRODUCTION           

DATE OF SUBMISSION:   October  

INSTITUTION(S):    Middle Tennessee State University  

TITLE OF PROGRAM:   B.S. in Dance  
CIP and SOC CODES:  50.0301 and SOC Code: 27-0000 

 
 CONCENTRATIONS:   None 
 CIP and SOC CODES: N/A 
 
PROJECTED DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF IMPLEMENTATION PORTFOLIO: 
 
   December 2015  
 
TARGET DATE FOR BOARD APPROVAL: 
 
   June 2016 
 
PROPOSED DATE OF PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION:  
 
   August 2017  
 
     A.   PURPOSE:  (Goals and Objectives in keeping with Institutional Mission) 

(Specify:  campus specific, regional, state-wide, national, International; Population: 
Traditional, Non-traditional [over 25], Military, Dual Enrollment [High School], 
Workforce, or other; Academic, Workforce development and/or Research Needs) 

Letter of Application for All New Degrees Programs 
with/without Concentrations, Certificates, Duplications of 

Existing Community College Programs, Collaborative/Joint 
Programs  
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The following letter of application describes the proposed Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 
degree in Dance. Dance studies is a growing academic field with a broad interdisciplinary 
approach and wide-ranging potential career tracks. MTSU is uniquely situated to provide 
dance students with the fundamental skills necessary to pursue careers as dance 
professionals in areas including: the arts and entertainment, arts integrated education, 
dance history and cultural studies, dance therapy, and dance medicine and science.  
 
Herein we demonstrate that the proposed degree aligns with MTSU’s Institutional 
Mission, MTSU’s Strategic Master Plan, and the Tennessee State Master Plan for Higher 
Education. The proposed degree will serve the needs of students from Tennessee and the 
surrounding Region, and it will both generate new jobs, and help meet current 
employment needs throughout the region. It will be housed in the Department of Theatre 
and Dance, and the establishment of Dance as a B.S. program will not affect current 
offerings, staffing or budget. If approved, this program will be the only CIP Code -- 
50.0301, Dance, General degree offered in Tennessee (to date). As we have seen in 
competing programs throughout the Southeastern region and the country, it will be a 
great addition to offerings in MTSU, a university that is teeming with remarkable talent 
and ability. Furthermore, given that the proposed Dance major is situated inside of the 
newly established Department of Theatre and Dance, it will help foster the kind of talent 
required in both dance and theatre. 
 
MTSU’s Institutional Mission:  
 
The mission of the institution Middle Tennessee State University is a comprehensive 
university that embraces its role as the destination of choice for Tennessee 
undergraduates while expanding its reach nationally and internationally through 
signature programs and select master's and doctoral programs. The University 
generates, preserves, and disseminates knowledge and innovation and uses scholarship 
to enhance teaching and public service. The University is committed to preparing 
students to thrive in their chosen professions and a changing global society. 
 
Middle Tennessee State University educates students to: 

• think logically, critically, and creatively; 
• make sound judgments with an awareness of ethical, moral, and aesthetic values; 
• acquire a working knowledge of a discipline or a group of related disciplines; 
• examine, analyze, and shape the contemporary world through scientific 

knowledge, creative undertakings, and an understanding of culture and history; 
• communicate clearly and precisely and understand the proper role of free 

expression in our society; and 
• demonstrate the effective and adaptive use of current and/or emerging 

technologies. 
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The Goals and Objectives of the proposed B.S. in Dance  
 
A Bachelor of Science major in Dance at MTSU will offer students a comprehensive 
liberal arts degree that focuses on dance in the context of a broad program of general 
studies in the arts and humanities, the natural and physical sciences, and the social 
sciences. A Dance degree will provide students with intellectual and creative exploration, 
while developing critical thinking skills and nonverbal reasoning and communication. 
The coursework seeks to prepare and empower students to develop complex, diverse, 
critical and creative perspectives, while working cooperatively and collaboratively with 
others.  
 
The mission of the MTSU Dance major is to offer an interdisciplinary program that 
integrates the study of dance within a liberal arts setting of intellectual and creative 
exploration. Through dance studio training, dance studies courses, and curricular and co-
curricular activities, the MTSU Dance Program fosters the development of the creative, 
technical, and critical skills necessary for success in a range of dance and dance-related 
professions including choreography, performance, dance education, dance therapy, dance 
research and scholarship, and arts administration, as well as successful acceptance to 
graduate dance programs.  
 
The proposed degree aligns with the University’s mission to prepare students to thrive in 
their chosen professions and a changing global society and the University’s Academic 
Master Plan to promote individual student success and responsibility for 
accomplishments through fostering student-centered learning culture.  This emphasis is  
evident within the curriculum, which structures curricular and co-curricular activities in a 
format delineating individual student accountability and development. As an example, in 
the past few years alone, MTSU Dance minors have: 

• participated and performed in conferences and festival across the country; 
• participated in MTSU’s Scholar’s Week;  
• performed at the Women’s and Gender Studies Conference; 
• performed in the course of the Holocaust Lecture Series; 
• received Undergraduate Research Experience and Creative Activity (URECA) 

grants; 
• become members of the University Honors’ College;  
• formed the Dance Student Advisory Boards; and  
• been named as McNair Scholars.  

 
The proposed degree will give students an opportunity to work directly with faculty and 
visiting artists through guided creative activities and scholarly research. Students will 
have an opportunity to select courses, in consultation with their advisor, based upon their 
individual interests, career ambitions and learning goals Graduates’ work will be 
evidenced in their portfolios developed over their course of study. 
 
The Dance major will promote partnerships and public service to enhance, educational, 
social, cultural, and economic well-being. Through the Dance majors’ unique curricular 
and co-curricular programs, students will continue to engage in public service through 
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workshops and performances. These initiatives are already well established within the 
current Dance minor program, and will continue to grow under the proposed B.S. 
program.  As an example, students’ involved in the MTSU Dance Theatre, the Dance 
minor’s pre-professional Dance company, have:  

• volunteered for a number of Middle Tennessee organizations; such as distributing 
food for homeless citizens at The Little Pantry That Could, and organizing a 
‘flash mob’ for children living in the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
Shelter in Murfreesboro, TN.   

• conducted performances, workshops and master-classes for underserved and 
performing arts high schools to educate and aid in the development of dance in K-
12 education; and 

• received regional and national recognition for their performances at the American 
College Dance Association conferences.  

 
These activities have resulted in increased student participation and success in scholarly, 
creative and co-curricular activities. The establishment of this Dance major will allow for 
further growth in this area, and will attract students who want to pursue comprehensive 
dance training from across the state and from SREB states without a similar program.   
 
The proposed degree program will enhance its focus on undergraduate and graduate 
scholarship. Currently, the Dance program contributes to the General Education 
Program, the Honors College, the Distance Learning Program, and provides a range of 
specialized courses that could fulfill elective requirements from other academic areas. 
The proposed B.S. in Dance at MTSU will strengthen the development of undergraduate 
research and scholarship through a combination of traditional presentations, and creative 
choreographic research. The strength of this proposed liberal arts education in dance lies 
in its ability to:  

• develop a scholar-artist model that fosters academic and creative growth for the 
students;  

• give students the ability to research dance academically and creatively; and 
• increase MTSU’s visibility regionally and nationally through conference 

presentation, research publication and creative discovery.  
 

The proposed degree program will promote academic quality by enhancing learning, 
teaching, scholarship, and service and by celebrating MTSU’s distinctive strengths. The 
proposed Dance degree will increase the level of commitment to this goal by continuing 
the development of the Internship/Guest Artist Program in Dance. Currently, the MTSU 
Dance minor program hosts a wide-range of nationally and internationally recognized 
guest artists’ residencies. Guest artists augment the curricular offerings of the program by 
aiding in the development and growth of MTSU students throughout the year, and expand 
students’ professional networks, linking them to future career opportunities. The 
extended residencies by innovative and acclaimed artists give students new perspectives 
to integrate into their professional work and development. Such programs, partnerships 
and career exploration opportunities will be encouraged and further developed with the 
proposed Dance major at MTSU. In addition, the proposed degree will bring additional 
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recognition as a distinctive program demonstrating outstanding and visionary pedagogy 
in the arts at MTSU. 
 
The Dance minor program at MTSU is already an active participating member of the 
American College Dance Association, the National Dance Education Organization, the 
Society of Dance History Scholars, and Congress on Research in Dance, the most 
prestigious national and international organizations for the presentation of creative and 
academic research in the field of dance. Locally, we are a member of the Tennessee 
Association of Dance, and as such the MTSU Dance Program hosted the 2015 Tennessee 
Dance Festival. We will be hosting the annual statewide festival again in 2016. This 
event attracts upwards of 200 dancers to the MTSU campus, serving as a vital 
recruitment opportunity for Dance at MTSU. 
 
The proposed degree will increase global opportunities and partnerships for students and 
faculty members for learning, scholarship, and service. The ability to partner with a host 
of programs that focus on global partnerships will be developed into the Dance 
curriculum. For example, the Special Topics in Dance course could partner with the 
Confucius Institute at MTSU by offering Chinese and Asian Dance forms and 
perspectives. Additionally, Dance faculty members have already created connections and 
potential partnerships to programs in Chengdu (CN), Montreal (CA), Toulouse (FR), 
Guatemala, and Moscow (RU). The proposed B.S. in Dance will allow faculty to explore 
these opportunities further, and enhance the global opportunities and programs shared 
with the larger MTSU community. 
 
The proposed degree will encourage student participation in co-curricular activities that 
enhance learning and will provide resources for these activities. The proposed B.S. in 
Dance is developed around student participation, and the Dance minor program currently 
offers co-curricular activities that enhance learning. As an example, for the past 10 years, 
the Dance minor program has sponsored the MTSU Dance Theatre, providing 
undergraduate students an opportunity to engage in professionally oriented performance 
experiences at MTSU. Students involved in this program have travelled both nationally 
and internationally to showcase their work and skills. MTSU Dance Theatre student 
members have performed in China, New York, Chicago, Ohio, Georgia, Arizona, 
Louisiana, Wisconsin and throughout the region, including the Tennessee Governor's 
School for the Arts, Tennessee Association of Dance, Chattanooga High 
School Center for Creative Arts and the Vanderbilt Dance Program. The proposed B.S. in 
Dance will further develop these opportunities, and the university’s commitment to co-
curricular learning activities. 

 
 
    B.  INSTITUTIONAL PRIORITY (Justify why this is a priority at this time and summarize  
          the institution's current program development plans; institutional plans and meeting    
          benchmarks to exit from post-approval monitoring, for any flagged programs; and   
          resource commitments) 
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The University is committed to preparing students to thrive in their chosen profession in a 
changing global society. The proposed degree in Dance at MTSU will fill the void in 
Dance education within the university system and across the state. A survey conducted of 
MTSU students currently enrolled in Dance curricular offerings provides data supporting 
student interest in a Dance major from within the existing student population. (See 
Attachment D - Dance survey results).  
 
The sustained interest in the Dance minor program (1999 - present), the Liberal Studies 
Dance Emphasis, and the enrollment record in Dance curricular offerings provide 
significant supporting data for the demand for Dance on the MTSU campus.  
 
MTSU educates students to examine, analyze, and shape the contemporary world through 
scientific knowledge, creative undertakings, and an understanding of culture and history. 
Research has shown that education in the art of dance is both practical and theoretical.1 
The field of Dance studies bridges the gap between the sciences and the humanities. 
Dance training is both physical and intellectual, engaging the artistic processes of creating, 
performing, and critical analysis. More comprehensively, education in the art of dance 
develops kinesthetic and spatial learning as well as intra- and interpersonal knowledge of 
self and others.  According to research conducted at the Curb Center for Art, Enterprise 
and Public Policy at Vanderbilt University, the arts encourage students to solve 
intellectual problems through diverse modes of discovery. These modes promote 
“affective learning” by stirring passions and evoking emotional responses; they foster 
“epistemic curiosity” by helping students work through puzzles where the final solution is 
unknown; and, they embrace “doing” and help students learn through active participation 
and experience.2 This makes the study of dance part of the institutional responsibility of 
higher education generally.  
 
In response to this institutional priority, MTSU currently has a strong Dance minor, and 
has established two alternative options for students who wish to pursue dance in the 
university: the Dance Cognate, available through the Department of Theatre and Dance; 
and the Liberal Studies Dance Emphasis option. However, students have expressed an 
interest in majoring in the field of Dance over the last 10 years. Student interest in the 
proposed degree program is supported by a strong record of student enrollment in the 
Dance minor, and Liberal Arts Degree, Dance Emphasis. Interest in this proposed degree 
program is supported by the following data:  

• For the past three years, the Dance program has conducted an open house for 
prospective students. Attendance for the Spring 2016, Spring 2015 and Spring 
2014 Open House was over 50 students, and participants indicated that they 
would major in Dance at MTSU if given the opportunity.  

• In the fall semesters 2015 and  2014, surveys were conducted of current MTSU 
Dance minors. In 2015, 71 students completed that survey and the majority of 

1 http://www.ndeo.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=893257&module_id=56865 [accessed 
on September 21, 2015] 
2 http://www.giarts.org/article/art-as-research-unique-value-artistic-lens [accessed February 4, 
2015] 
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participants stated that MTSU should offer a major in Dance. Additionally, 68% 
of students stated that they would not attend to another university to pursue dance, 
indicating the desire to remain at MTSU.  The 2014 survey shows that 45 students 
completed the survey, and 100% agree that MTSU should offer a major in Dance, 
80% of students stated that they would change their major to Dance, and 4% 
stated they would pursue a double major.  

• In the fall 2013, an area of emphasis in Dance was established for the B.S. 
Integrated Studies degree. This program has 10 identified students who will 
immediately pursue a major in Dance. 

• Currently, there are over 60 students minoring in Dance.  
 
Past data in support of a Dance major at MTSU includes: Students auditioning for the 
Tennessee Governor’s School of the Arts Dance program on January 5, 2008, 24 of 25 
stated they would consider attending MTSU to major in Dance. 

 
 C.  NEED:  (Identify the academic, workforce development, and/or research needs the  
       program proposed in this letter of application will meet. Cite employment projections and  
       supply/demand data appropriate to the discipline and degree level as justification using the  
       Bureau of Labor Statistics (bls.gov), O*Net (onenetonline.org) and the THEC    
       supply/demand analyses  

(http://tennessee.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/academic_programs/THEC
%20supply%0and%20demand%20Final.pdf), as appropriate, for the degree or 
certificate field.  

A brief survey of the need and demand for the program should be conducted in order to  
inform development. Summarize the results. 

 
       Letters of support from industry stating that the proposed credential is recognized and will      
       add value to their workforce should be included.  Address sustainability of the program both   
       in the short term (1-2 years) and longer term (5+ years) beyond the anticipated date of the  
       first program graduates per THEC policy.  

 
Academic and Workforce Development 
 
Dance in Higher Education plays a crucial role in the development and training of competent 
leaders in the field. The National Dance Education Organization (a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the advancement and promotion of high quality education in the art of Dance) 
undertook a recent study that demonstrates how dance impacts learning in the K-12 setting, 
and Dance in Higher Education expands upon these results.3 After consulting dance 
education literature and reports from the U.S. Department of Education Arts-In-Education 
program, studies reveal that Dance education can improve academic skills, provide 
neurological benefits, enhance emotional well-being, support integrative teaching methods, 
foster teacher morale, improve attendance rates, uphold higher order thinking skills, and 
offers opportunities for inclusion.  

3 http://www.ndeo.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=893257&module_id=153248 [accessed on 
September 24, 2015] 
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The need for this major is evident through the growth of the Middle Tennessee’s population 
and Tennessee’s growth in the arts and entertainment industry.  The occupational outlook for 
careers in arts and entertainment industries is increasing based on several sources of 
information despite economic downturn. As this trend continues, the educational need for 
this program is increasing due to the growing number of arts and entertainment venues and 
opportunities in the state.  
 
According to the Tennessee Department of Labor, a 1.3 percent annual growth rate in arts 
and entertainment occupations is projected for 2008-2018. These projections indicate a  
growth of an additional 4,380 jobs in the sector over the ten-year period.4 
 
The nonprofit arts industry alone generates $26.8 billion annually in economic activity and 
supports 1.3 million jobs. The arts employ 2.7 percent of the American workforce – more 
than agriculture. The arts account for 6 percent of the U.S. gross national product – more 
than the construction industry (The Benefits to Business of Participating in the Arts, Art & 
Business Quarterly 2001).5 
 
The U.S Bureau of Labor Statistics states that employment of dancers is projected to grow 6 
percent from 2012 to 2022. Employment of choreographers is projected to grow 24 percent 
from 2012 to 2022, much faster than the average for all occupations6.  A growing interest in 
dance in pop culture may provide opportunities in fields outside of dance companies, such as 
TV or movies, casinos, or theme parks. This growing interests will likely attract more 
students to study dance in university.  
 
In a 2012 study, Vanderbilt University Associate Professor Steven Tepper stated: “Although 
this is an economically trying time to be young in America, more young people are aspiring 
to work in the creative fields than ever before. Today, about 16 percent of teens say they 
want to go into the arts, compared to only 8 percent of teens who say they want to go into 
business.”7 
 
In addition to the arts and entertainment industries, dance serves the healthcare industry, and 
students who graduate with a degree in Dance can seek jobs in the varied healthcare sectors. 
Creative arts in healthcare includes the professional disciplines of art therapy, music therapy, 
dance therapy, drama therapy, and poetry therapy, as well as artist-directed applications of 
visual, literary and performing arts, and design within a wide variety of healthcare and 
community settings for therapeutic, educational, and expressive purposes. The Bureau of 
Labor Statistics projects that employment for dance/movement therapists will grow faster 
than the average.  Employment is expected to increase 15% from 2008 to 2018, faster than 
the average for all occupations.8 Job growth will stem from the therapy needs of the aging 

4http://www.tn.gov/thec/Divisions/AcademicAffairs/academic_programs/THEC%20supply%20and%20d
emand%20Final.pdf [accessed on February 4, 2015] 
5 http://tn4arts.org/assets/uploads/resources/arts_advocacy_toolkit.pdf [accessed on September 29, 2015] 
6 http://www.bls.gov/ooh/entertainment-and-sports/Dancers-and-choreographers.htm [accessed on 
September 29, 2015] 
7 http://www.nashvillescene.com/nashville/reports-from-the-nash-up-arts-summit/Content?oid=3072580  
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population.  Employment growth in schools will result from the expansion of the school-age 
population and the federally funded extension of services for disabled students. 
  
Because there is significant need in the workforce for K-12, certified teachers of Dance, 
throughout Tennessee and the Southeastern region (cf. the March 2014 report “Teacher 
Shortage Areas: Nationwide Listing, 1990-1991 through 2014-2015 US”. Department of 
Education: Office of Postsecondary Education) if the proposed degree in Dance is approved, 
the faculty will work with the College of Education to facilitate an opportunity for Dance 
majors to obtain Teacher Licensure. There are also important studies of race that suggest 
special value of dance, and of African American teachers of dance in rural and urban 
communities as powerful pedagogical forces for contemporary America.9 10  These kinds of 
glaring needs in the culture and the workforce will be met by the proposed program. 
 
Students majoring in Dance will acquire skills that go beyond the dance studio, and dance 
related fields, and graduates apply the skills developed in pursuit of a degree in Dance in 
fields outside the arts and entertainment industry. These attributes and skills acquired in this 
training are the foundations of innovation, enterprise and entrepreneurship. Examples include 
careers in education, psychology, sociology, law, applied sciences, health and wellness, and 
the corporate sector. National findings conducted by the Americans for The Arts on the 
economic impact of the nonprofit arts and culture industry found that this industry generated 
$135.2 billion of economic activity--$61.1 billion by the nation's nonprofit arts and culture 
organizations in addition to $74.1 billion in event-related expenditures by their audiences. 
This economic activity supports 4.13 million full-time jobs and generates $86.68 billion in 
resident household income. This industry also generated $22.3 billion in revenue to local, 
state, and federal governments every year--a yield well beyond their collective $4 billion in 
arts allocations.10 These findings indicate that there is a strong demand for arts-related 
careers. Arts education enhances students’ preparation for the workforce, while developing 
their ability to think logically, critically and creatively, communicate clearly and make sound 
judgments.  

 
MTSU’s close proximity to Nashville will be a great advantage to the proposed Dance major. 
The growing Nashville area is rich with art and culture, providing a significant number of 
employment opportunities for our students. Dozens of private dance institutions are 
generating interest and talent in dance. The proposed degree in Dance at MTSU will serve 
the educational needs of these students and develop them physically and intellectually for 
future employment in the field. In addition, letters of support from Tennessee Dance 
organizations and performing arts high schools provide evidence of the need and demand for 
a Dance major at MTSU. (See Attachment E - Letters of Support). 
 

8 http://www.adta.org/general_questions [accessed on September 29, 2015] 
9 cf. Thurman Bridges, “Towards A Pedagogy of Hip Hop in Urban Teacher Education” The Journal of 
Negro Education Vol. 80, No. 3, Preparing Teachers to Teach Black Students; Preparing Black Students 
to Become Teachers (Summer 2011), pp. 325-338) 
10 To access the full report visit: http://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-
data/research-studies-publications/arts-economic-prosperity-iv/national-findings [accessed 
February 4, 2015] 
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D.  IMPACT: Describe the articulation and transfer avenues projected for the proposed program 
in compliance with PC§ 49-7-202.  Describe the anticipated effect the program will have on 
existing associated degree programs or concentrations within the institution as well as other 
institutions within the system. 

 
Students with an A.A./A.S. degree from Tennessee community colleges can transfer into the 
program. The B.S. in Dance will accept 41 hours in General Education requirements, and 19 
hours in an area of emphasis. Tennessee Transfer Pathways include the following: Early 
Childhood Education, English, Exercise Science, Kinesiology, and Theatre Arts.  
 
We do not anticipate that the B.S. will have discernable effects on other programs at MTSU, 
and since there is just a concentration in dance offered though the B.A. in Theatre & Dance 
and a concentration in dance within the B.F.A. major in Theatre & Dance at Austin Peay 
State University, there will be no effect on other TBR institutions in the Middle Tennessee 
area.  

 
E.  DIVERSITY STATEMENT:  Provide a statement in keeping with the TBR approved 

campus Diversity Plan of how the program will enhance diversity. 
 
The Dance Program at MTSU will promote art that is inclusive, and Dance as a discipline 
that fosters an appreciation for and greater understanding of diversity.  The Dance Program at 
MTSU is committed to multi-cultural dance education. Following MTSU’s Intercultural & 
Diversity Affairs mission to promote cultural awareness and understanding, the B.S in Dance 
will represent diverse cultural traditions. As a field of study, Dance is uniquely situated as a 
lens through which students not only research and write about diverse cultural forms, but also 
physically embody them. Through dance research and dance practice, students gain 
theoretical as well as practical knowledge, enhancing their understanding and appreciation of 
diverse cultural traditions. 
 
The B.S. in Dance will strive to represent the diversity of the cultural traditions we draw 
from, as well as MTSU’s commitment to offer courses that “cover historical, cultural, and 
social bases of diversity and community, and create opportunities for cross-cultural 
interaction which have been demonstrated to contribute to self-confidence, motivation, 
cultural awareness, and an appreciation of equality for all.” 
 
Dance is a dynamic art form that adapts to the world and peoples around it more readily than 
any other, in part because it’s a truly international art form, with variances that reflect the 
context from which it emerges. As such, we don’t talk about diversity as a kind of add-on to 
dance, because dance is intrinsically diverse, intrinsically inclusive, intrinsically 
international, and it is practiced by individuals from all walks of life. Furthermore, dance has 
been on the forefront of diversity discussions and actions because people feel connected to it 
within their own cultures, but also connected to other cultures through practices that enter 
into geographical or cultural spaces. Therefore, dance is hybrid, a form not only that 
represents diversity, but that combines, modifies, emulates and expands restricted 
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descriptions of diversity to include the novel, the innovative, the “modern.” Indeed, modern 
and contemporary dance have been at the center of the modern world, but have also been 
harbingers of change within cultures, and leaders of progressive thinking and action. 
Teaching the practices of dance alongside the appreciation and history of dance helps 
students to recognize the intrinsic diversity of dance, and helps them recognize that diversity 
is crucial, and internal to its very practice. As such, the Dance major puts students and art at 
the forefront of the evolving cultures and identities of our society.  

 
F.  PLANS FOR ACCREDITATION:  

     (Identify the source and projected date of Professional accreditation if applicable; if the    
     proposed program requires a SACSCOC Substantive Change Review and, if so, describe the     
     scope of the substantive change. Information on actions constituting substantive change can  
     be found at the following website: http://www.sacscoc.org/substantivechange.asp.  If there  
     are no plans to seek specialized accreditation, please provide reasons.) 
 

The Dance major will seek accreditation through the National Association of Schools of 
Dance (NASD). NASD established national standards for undergraduate and graduate 
degrees for the purpose of examining and improving practices and professional standards in 
dance education and training.  The proposed degree is designed to meet the national 
standards established by NASD. The faculty would conduct a self-study of the program over 
summer/fall 2018, and then a consultant from the organization will be brought to campus for 
a site tour fall 2019 with anticipated accreditation in spring 2020. 

  
Establishment of this degree will not require SACSCOC Substantive Change review. 

 
G. IDENTIFY ANY LOW PRODUCING PROGRAMS AT YOUR INSTITUTION(S)  
     BASED ON THEC ANNUAL PROGRAM PRODUCTIVITY REPORT(S): 
 

• Environmental Science & Technology (B.S.) 
• Art History (B.A.)  
• Business Education (B.S.) 
• Athletic Training (B.S.) 
• Forensic Science (B.S.) 
• Mathematics (M.S.T.) 
• Public History (Ph.D.) 

 

H.  LIST ALL NEWLY APPROVED AND ESTABLISHED PROGRAMS INCLUDING  

CERTIFICATES OFFERED THROUGH ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTION IN 
TENNESSEE INCLUDING THE TENNESSEE COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY AT 
THE SAME LEVEL (WITHIN THE SAME OR SIMILAR CIP       
[HTTP://NCES.ED.GOV/IPEDS/CIPCODE/SEARCHRESULTS.ASPX?Y=55&CA=2]       
AND SOC CLASSIFICATIONS      
[HTTP://WWW.BLS.GOV/OES/CURRENT/OES_STRU.HTM]).  A CIP TO SOC AND      

 11 

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/searchresults.aspx?y=55&ca=2
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_stru.htm


SOC TO CIP CROSSWALK IS AVAILABLE AT      
HTTP://NCES.ED.GOV/IPEDS/CIPCODE/RESOURCES.ASPX?Y=55. THE THEC 
WEB-BASED INVENTORY AND PROGRAM PRODUCTIVITY ANALYSIS FOR 
STATE INSTITUTIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT: 
HTTP://TENNESSEE.GOV/THEC/DIVISIONS/ACADEMICAFFAIRS/AA_MAIN.HT
ML.   

 
Bachelor of Arts – Theatre & Dance    Austin Peay State University  
Bachelor of Fine Arts – Theatre & Dance   Austin Peay State University 

 
 
I.    IDENTIFY ANY LOW PRODUCING PROGRAMS IN THE SAME OR SIMILAR  
      CIP/SOC CODES IN ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTION IN TENNESSEE BASED ON  
      THE CURRENT THEC LISTING OF PROGRAMS FAILING TO MEET  
      ENROLLMENT OR GRADUATION BENCHMARKS AS POSTED ON THE THEC  
      WEBSITE BASED ON THEC ANNUAL PROGRAM PRODUCTIVITY REPORT(S)   
      AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION OF THE LETTER OF APPLICATION: 
 

There are no low producing programs in the same or similar CIP/SOC codes at any 
public institutions in Tennessee.  

 
SECTION II:  ARTICULATIONS, COLLABORATIONS AND DUPLICATIONS  

             INCLUDING INTERDISCIPLINARY PROPOSALS 
   

A. If a similar program to the one proposed already exists at other institution(s) in the state, 
describe any opportunities for collaboration with other institutions that have been or will be 
pursued. 
 
The  B.A. and B.F.A. in Theatre/Dance at Austin Peay State University are significantly 
different than the B.S. Dance major proposal at MTSU (See Attachment G -Comparison of 
proposed MTSU B.S. in Dance to APSU B.A. in Theatre & Dance - Dance Concentration) 
The proposed B.S. in Dance at MTSU requires completion of 52 dance-specific credit hours 
in the dance major, while the APSU concentration requires only 25 dance-specific credit 
hours in a combined Theatre & Dance major. Unlike the APSU degree, the MTSU program 
is structured according to the standards of the National Association of Schools of Dance 
(NASD) for the Liberal Arts degree with major in dance. These standards indicate programs 
would normally provide 30 – 45% of coursework in studio or related dance course. MTSU’s 
proposed program provides for 43% of coursework in dance, while APSU’s BA with 
concentration in Dance provides less than NASD standards, with only 20% of coursework in 
dance.  In addition, Theatre coursework comprises 11 of the 15 credits (73%) of the major 
core of the B.A. in Theatre & Dance at APSU. In short, the proposed program at MTSU will 
be uniquely different because it will consist of a broad-based comprehensive undergraduate 
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program of study that offers a multi-disciplinary approach to Dance that will meet the 
following competencies as defined by NASD.11 

 
a. The ability to identify and work conceptually with the elements of dance. 
b. An understanding of choreographic processes, aesthetic properties of style, and the ways 

these shape and are shaped by artistic and cultural ideas and contexts. 
c. An acquaintance with a wide selection of dance repertory, the principal eras, genres, and 

cultural sources. 
d. The ability to develop and defend critical evaluations. 
e. Fundamental knowledge of the body and of kinesiology as applicable to work in dance. 

 
Furthermore, there exists limited programming in dance at other public universities in 
Tennessee. The program at ETSU currently consists of a minor in dance housed in the 
Department of Theatre and Dance. There is currently one tenure-track faculty in dance with 
expertise in theatre dance. We are aware that there are plans to develop a major in dance at 
ETSU; however, as previously noted, the Fall 2015 MTSU dance survey results revealed that 
68% of students would not attend another university to pursue dance.  
  
Additionally, there are extensive resources available to MTSU students, and the proposed 
degree will serve existing academic needs at MTSU, and for the state and region. With a 
population of 21,162 undergraduates, MTSU is one of the largest public universities in the 
state and is a top choice for undergraduate students in Tennessee.  MTSU is a major 
university and a determining force within Tennessee, and throughout the Southeast and 
South, and the proposed program has been designed to take maximal advantage of MTSU 
resources, while meeting existing needs. 
  
MTSU has both the material and personnel resources to establish this proposed program, 
which again sets it apart in the TBR system. MTSU has a recognized Theatre major, a newly-
established Department of Theatre and Dance, and ample resources offered within the 
College of Liberal Arts including: Music, Global Studies, Women’s and Gender Studies, 
African American Studies, and Anthropology. A host of other resources are available through 
the College of Behavioral and Health Sciences (Health and Human Performance, Exercise 
Science, Physical Education, Psychology) the College of Media and Entertainment, the 
College of Education, the Jennings A. Jones College of Business, and the University Honors 
College. MTSU is also the host institution for the Tennessee Governor’s School for the Arts. 
This program provides high quality arts education during the summer for gifted and talented 
high school students. Many MTSU Dance students have attended this program, first as 
students, and returning as summer counselors. 
  
In addition to the curricular structure of a Liberal Arts degree, the MTSU Dance Program 
differs from similar programs in the state through its award-winning pre-professional dance 

11 http://nasd.arts-accredit.org/site/docs/NASD HANDBOOK AND 
ADDENDA/NASD_HANDBOOK_2015-16.pdf [accessed February 16, 2016] 
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company, MTSU Dance Theatre, and its well-established Guest Artist Program. Each 
semester the program hosts a nationally recognized dance professional to work with student 
dancers. Guest artists make meaningful contributions to the development and growth of 
students throughout the year. The Guest Artist Program creates an environment that is 
supportive, substantive, and inclusive of diversity. The guest artist series actively engages the 
Dance program, campus and the community in special activities and programs that focus on 
multicultural issues within art and society. The extended residencies by innovative and 
acclaimed artists give students, faculty, and staff new materials and perspectives to integrate 
into their professional work and development. The possibility to extend this program to other 
Dance programs within the state could be explored, as well as collaborations through dance 
concert productions. 
 
Given the extensive resources available to Dance students at MTSU, the size and scope of the 
current Dance Minor program, the success and visibility of current co-curricular, pre-
professional opportunities for students, the state-wide dance organization partnerships, the 
role of MTSU as the host institution for the Tennessee Governor’s School for the Arts, and 
the alignment of the proposed B.S. in Dance with the National Association of Schools of 
Dance standards for nationally accredited programs, we believe that the MTSU B.S. in Dance 
meets a demonstrated need for a dance major in Middle Tennessee and will be a unique 
offering within the TBR system. 

 

B. For any proposed articulated or collaborative program(s):  

a. Which institution(s) will have a degree-granting authority? 
N/A 

b. Which institution(s) will have the authority for faculty hiring, course assignment, 
systematic evaluation, and reappointment decisions? 

N/A 

c. What agreements exist to ensure that faculty from all participating institutions 
will be involved in decisions about the curriculum, admissions standards, exit 
requirements?  

N/A 

d. Which institution(s) will be responsible for academic and student-support 
services, e.g., registration, advising, library, academic assistance, financial aid, 
etc.?  

N/A 

e. What agreements exist to ensure that the academic calendars of the participating 
institutions have been aligned as needed?  

N/A 

f. In addition to the information provided by each participating institution regarding 
Financial Projections, please address the following items:  
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C. If the proposed program is currently available through the Academic Common Market 

(ACM) (http://www.sreb.org/page/1304/academic_common_market.html ), explain why the 
need for the requested program/course development cannot be better met through 
collaboration or in the case of universities, the ACM. 
 
Tennessee Residents are currently eligible to pursue the B.S. in Dance at Radford University 
(VA) through the Academic Common Market. While this may draw students from Northwest 
Tennessee it is not a feasible alternative for students who reside in Middle or West 
Tennessee.  
 

D. If a 100% online program is being proposed: 
 
This degree is not proposed as an online program of study.  

SECTION III:   PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

A. Residency requirements (in keeping with SACSCOC requirements):  
 
This proposed degree adheres to all SACSCOC and university requirements related to 
residency.  
 

B. Macromajors or Academic Foci: 
 

ACADEMIC FOCI Check all 
applicable 

Arts ✓ 
Business  
Education ✓ 
Health Sciences ✓ 
Humanities ✓ 
Social Sciences ✓ 
STEM  
Applied Science and Technology  
General Education ✓ 

 
C. CURRICULUM:  The proposed program requires completion of 120 Semester Credit  

                        Hours (SCH) distributed as follows (IF more than 120 SCH provide  
         justification per THEC 1.0.60A): 
 

The proposed program will be comprehensive, and designed to help students become dance 
educators, professionals, and successful graduate degree candidates. Students will gain a 
broad-based knowledge of dance through coursework that includes both theory and practice. 
The proposed degree will foster the development of students interested in a variety of 
approaches to dance including, performance, choreography, dance education, history and 
theory and dance science with coursework meeting standards outlined by the National 
Association of Schools of Dance (NASD) within a liberal arts degree.  The proposed 120-

 15 

http://www.sreb.org/page/1304/academic_common_market.html


credit hour degree will consist of 41 credit hours in General Education, 52 hours toward the 
major, and 27 hours toward general electives. The distribution of credit hours is as follows:  

 
 
 
B.S. Curriculum Component  Hours Required 
General Education    41 
Major Field Core    37 
Dance Electives    15 
General Electives    27 
Total:     120 

 
 1.     General Education (Undergraduate only): 

          General Education:                   41 Credits  
 
 2.     Major Field Core (courses required of ALL students in a program)   
   Major Field Core            37 credits 

Core Technique Requirements  16 hours 
DANC 2010 Modern Dance Techniques II 2 
DANC 3010 Modern Dance Techniques III             3 
DANC 2040  Ballet Techniques II 2 
DANC 3040  Ballet Techniques III  3 
Choose three of the following (6 credits) 
DANC 1010 Modern Dance Techniques I  2 
DANC 1020 Jazz Dance Techniques I  2 
DANC 2020 Jazz Dance Techniques II  2 
DANC 1030 Tap Dance Techniques I  2 
DANC 2030 Tap Dance Techniques II 2 
DANC 1040 Ballet Techniques I 2 
Theory Requirements  15 hours 
DANC 2000 Introduction to Dance Studies  3 
DANC 4600 Theory and Practice I:  

The Body as an Instrument of Dance  
3 

DANC 4610 Theory and Practice II: Dance Pedagogy 3 
DANC 4800 Dance History  3 
DANC 4990 Senior Seminar  3 
Composition Requirements  6 hours 
DANC 4100 Choreography I 3 
DANC 4110 Choreography II 3 
 

   
            3.  Electives:  (May be guided or general electives; Include descriptions, prerequisites, or 

        restrictions that may apply.) 
 

Guided Dance Electives           15 credits 
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Complete fifteen (15) credits from DANC courses in consultation with advisor 
according to student interests, career ambitions and learning goals. Dance 
Electives include: 
• DANC 3020 – Jazz Dance Techniques III 
• DANC 3030 – Tap Dance Techniques III 
• DANC 3600 – Teaching Creative Movement for Children 
• DANC 4000 – 4030 – Dance Performance I – IV  
• DANC 4040 – Ballet Techniques IV  
• DANC 4130 – Dance for Theatre  
• DANC 4140  - Internship for Dance  
• DANC 4200 – Women in 20th and 21st Century Dance  
• DANC 4290 – Special Topics in Dance (sample topics include: West African 

Dance, Dance and Visual Art, Dance for the Camera) 
• DANC 4570 – The Body Intelligent: A Study of the Alexander Technique 
• DANC 4950 – Directed Studies   
 

General Electives       27 credits  
  

 
5.  Other credits - N/A 
 
6.  Number of NEW courses:   0 with 0 credit hours 

(The development of new courses is not required for this degree, since all courses 
already exist in the Dance cognate in Theatre and the Dance emphasis in the B.S. in 
liberal studies.)   

 
7.  Number of SCH anticipated from transfer, articulation, PLA and other sources per  
     THEC 1.06.0) (specify source):   

− 60 credits will be accepted from the completed A.A./A.S. degree  
 
8.   For Universities only:  Indicate all Tennessee Transfer Pathways (TTP)  
     acceptable for entry into the proposed program per THEC 1.0.60: 

 
TTP Yes No 

Accounting  x 
Agriculture-AGBUS  x 
Agriculture-Animal Science  x 
Agriculture-Plant and Soil Science  x 
Art (Studio)  x 
Biology  x 
Business Administration  x 
Chemistry  x 
Civil Engineering  x 
Computer Science  x 
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Criminal Justice  x 
Economics-Business  x 
Economics-Liberal Arts  x 
Electrical Engineering  x 
English  x 
Exercise Science x  
Foreign Language x  
Geography  x 
History  x 
Information Systems  x 
Kinesiology x  
Mathematics  x 
Mass Communication  x 
Mechanical Engineering  x 
Music  x 
Physics  x 
Political Science  x 
Pre-Health (Pre-Dental, Vet, Med,    
                   OPT, Pharm) 

 x 

PreK-12 x  
Pre-Nursing   x 
Pre-Occupational Therapy x  
Pre-Physical Therapy x  
Psychology x  
Social Work  x 
Sociology x  
Speech Communication  x 
Theatre Arts x  

 

SECTION IV:  STUDENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS  

Estimate the unduplicated annual full-time, part-time and FTE enrollments and number of 
graduates for the first five years of program operation. Include anticipated international 
enrollment if used as a primary recruiting tool.  If the proposed program involves more than one 
institution, provide aggregated as well as disaggregated data for all institutions. 

Complete a minimum of 3 years projection for certificates and associate degrees, 5 years 
projection for undergraduate and masters’ degrees and 7 years for doctoral degrees.  

  
Year 

(specify 
Term & AY 

start) 

Full-time 
Headcount 

Part-time 
Headcount 

Total Year 
Headcount 

FTE Graduates 

1 (Fall 17) 12 2 14 13 0 
2 (Fall 18) 25 4 29 27 0 
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3 (Fall 19) 40 5 45 42.5 5 
4 (Fall 20)  49 5 54 51.5 9 
5 (Fall 21)  56 5 61 58.5 11 

 
A. Explain the basic assumptions including attrition rate used in estimating the size of the 

proposed program by benchmark against other comparable programs in the discipline and 
institution to establish a baseline for your projected enrollments.  Assumptions should be 
related to the evidence of need and to other supportive data.   

  
These projections are based on the following assumptions: 

• The Dance minor program provides a significant historical base for student 
enrollment. 

• In 2015, the Dance program graduated 12 Dance minor and 5 Integrated Studies with 
Dance Emphasis degrees. 

• Over the past five years, the Dance program has graduated an average of 12 Dance 
minors per year. 

• Currently, there are 60 declared Dance minors, an average of 15 students per class. 
• Currently, the B.S. in Integrated Studies - Dance Emphasis program averages 4 

students per class. 
• Combining these numbers, the Dance program, at present, enrolls an average of 19 

students per class. 
• 76%- 80% of current students surveyed indicated that they would major in Dance at 

MTSU. This figure reflects two surveys conducted in the fall semesters of 2014 and 
2015. 

• These numbers, combined with a comprehensive outreach and recruitment strategy, 
indicate that the Dance program will meet, if not exceed, benchmark graduation rates 
in the first five years. 

  
There are no special admission or audition requirements for this program. Students may enter 
the major upon acceptance to the university. Students majoring in dance must attend an 
audition for the purposes of placement into specific technique courses such as Ballet I or II, 
or Modern Dance I or II, but otherwise there are no admission or audition requirements. 
 
Enrollment projections are also grounded in data collected from other institutions with dance 
majors, which comprise a similar mix of program, size and mission. Several of MTSU’s peer 
institutions offer degrees in dance as well as some comparable public institutions in 
surrounding states. Enrollment data for these programs is presented below and shows 
enrollments exceeding the projections listed above.  

 
 Fall Headcount - Dance majors 
 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
UNC-Charlotte u/a u/a u/a u/a 81 
NC-Greensboro 105 105 96 106 121 
University of North Texas 80 93 90 86 u/a 
Kennesaw State  90 99 71 93 88 
Radford U. u/a u/a u/a 61 u/a 
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One of the most significant strengths of this proposed B.S. in Dance at MTSU is the growing 
demand for Dance programs in the state, and in particular the Nashville area. Currently, there 
is not a stand-alone Dance major program in the mid-state area serving the high volume of 
graduating high school seniors wishing to pursue Dance at the undergraduate level. 
Performing arts magnet schools like Nashville School of the Arts and Chattanooga Center for 
the Creative Arts graduate some of the strongest Dance talent in the region. A majority of 
these students enroll in Dance programs outside the state due to a lack of undergraduate 
Dance programs in Tennessee. Letters of support from some of our area high schools with 
Dance programs and student surveys conducted at sample institutions provide strong 
evidence of the demand for this proposed program in the region. 

 
The success of the Dance minor program at MTSU provides strong evidence of the interest in 
Dance within our existing student body. Current enrollment data proves the sustainability of 
this proposed program from within our current student population without even taking into 
account the additional students this Dance major will attract from the Middle Tennessee area 
and the state. Data reflecting career goals among current dance students at MTSU indicates 
that students are interested in pursuing performance, choreography, dance education, dance 
therapy, dance science and kinesiology. Because of the breadth of resources at MTSU, we 
believe MTSU is uniquely situated to cultivate this range of career paths. 

  
These enrollment projections are based on the number of students the current faculty can 
effectively provide a comprehensive education. Current faculty includes two tenure-track 
faculty, one lecturer, and six adjunct instructors; however, we would anticipate the addition 
of new faculty as program enrollment grows. The graduation rates are set at a level that 
allows for close evaluation and mentoring of students. During the first few years, the number 
of students within the program will reflect the transition of the Integrated Studies Dance 
emphasis students to the B.S. in Dance. Projections for years four and five reflect the 
anticipated results of recruitment and outreach efforts and the admission of new majors. 
Additionally, current growth and interest in dance suggest that the program will surpass 
university system required graduation rates and develop into a leading Dance program in the 
region. 

 

B. Describe the recruitment plan for both domestic and international enrollment if anticipated.  
Please note:  Programs may not be advertised prior to final approval through the THEC 
commission meeting per the THEC Policy 1.0.60.B 

 
Students will be recruited through a number of possible venues on campus, including from 
the Dance General Education course (DANC 1000: Dance Appreciation), students who 
participate in the MTSU Dance Theatre (20-30 students per semester) and through MPAC 
(student Dance club). Other campus recruitment initiatives include: CUSTOMS, Preview 
Day, the President’s “three-touch” program, and the annual Dance Program High School Day 
Open House. We intend to meet with MTSU college advisors, and participate in local high 
school programs/college fairs to promote the program, and we will recruit from dancers 
attending the Tennessee Governor’s School at MTSU. The MTSU Dance Program is also the 
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site host for the Tennessee Association of Dance annual statewide festival for 2015-2016, 
which draws on average 200+ student dancers age 14-18.  

 

SECTION V:   RESOURCES  

A. Provide the most recent accreditation report/audits for any existing offerings within the same 
division/department/college which speaks to need or resource allocations.  
 
The proposed degree in Dance will be housed in the Department of Theatre and Dance within 
the College of Liberal Arts. The College of Liberal Arts, in conjunction with the Office of the 
Provost and the MTSU Office of Institutional Effectiveness, Planning and Research, 
monitors the accreditations, self-study reports, and accreditation visit reports to ensure that 
adequate resources are allocated to all programs. The Departments of English, History, 
Sociology and Anthropology, Foreign Languages, Philosophy, Political Science, 
Communication Studies and Organization Communication, and the Global Studies and 
Cultural Geography program do not have external accreditation. The programs in Music, Art 
and Theatre are all currently accredited. The most recent accreditation reviews were Art 
(2015), Theatre (2014) and Music (2006). For Theatre and Music, no specific additions in 
needs to resources were identified. Most recently, the reviewers of the Art program made 
several recommendations. The University is committed to maintaining the accreditation of all 
programs and has put forth adequate resources for all recommendations.  
 

B. List any requirement for needed resources support along with any industry contributions 

 N/A 

C. Cite the THEC annual degree productivity data where funds may be redirected from closed 
low-producing programs (THEC A1:1.2OP) of relevant. 

 No funds will be redirected from closed low-producing programs.  

 
D. Faculty: Describe the strengths of the existing faculty in credentials and available FTE (state 

number of full- and part-time faculty). Estimate additional FTE (specify number of full-time 
and part-time faculty) needed to support the program.  If faculty are drawn from multiple 
departments or are committed to teach in multiple programs, identify which faculty and the 
percentage of their time dedicated to each program. 

 
The existing Dance program is comprised of two tenure-track faculty and one full-time 
lecturer, plus six adjunct faculty members. Full-time faculty members are nationally and 
internationally recognized performers, choreographer and educators who hold terminal 
degrees in their field. All faculty members are qualified and experienced in their teaching 
assignments and meet SACS standards. As the major develops, the department will 
garner new students at all levels, and concomitant growth in faculty and resources will 
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provide legitimate grounds for growing its resources. In the fourth year, we anticipate, 
and have budgeted for, one additional full-time faculty member. (See Appendix D for 
existing faculty Vitae.).  
 
 

E.  Administrative/organizational structure and personnel 
 
 No additional administrative/organization structure and personnel will be required.  
 
F.  Clerical and Support Personnel, available and needed 

 
 No additional clerical and support personnel will be required.  
 

G.  Describe existing library and information technology resources to be available to support the 
projected program. 
  
 The Walker Library provides strong support for the proposed B.S. degree in Dance via 

the collections and instructional support. The library provides collections and 
instructional services well beyond those expected at the undergraduate level. Library 
collections include books, E-books, databases, electronic journals, electronic media, 
video and sound recordings.  

  
 Databases that support dance include: the Omni-File Full-text Mega Edition, JSTOR, 

Project Muse and Academic Search Premier. The databases contain resources and 
scholarly articles directly relevant to courses and research in dance.  

 
 The library also offers access to streaming videos through Dance in Video, and has 

extensive video resources for dance. The library continues to add to its film collection 
through new acquisition models, enabling the library to make available on demand titles 
of interest. 

  
H.  Describe Student Advisement Support.   If the proposed program is part of a collaboration or 

articulation agreement, how will student advising be coordinated by all participating 
institutions to facilitate progression and completion across all participating institutions. 

 
MTSU has a comprehensive student advising program. Twelve advisors are assigned to 
students in the College of Liberal Arts. Using EAB advising software and working with 
faculty members in each department, advisors track student progress, advise students in 
course selection, and initiate strategies to promote persistence, retention and degree 
completion. The student advising system at MTSU has been held up as a national model 
for best practices.  
 

I.  Describe existing and anticipated instructional facilities & instructional equipment to support 
the proposed program. 
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The existing dance facility meets national standards for dance studios as outlined in the 
guidelines of the National Association of Schools of Dance. MTSU renovated Murphy 
Center G040 to accommodate a new dance facility. This space functions as a dance 
studio with split level flooring for traditional and percussive dance as well as an informal 
performance venue. The existing studio facility is sufficient for the implementation of the 
proposed Dance major.  

In addition to the existing dance studio, the program will utilize shared facilities within 
the Department of Theatre and Dance for classes and performance. The Tucker Theatre 
will serve as the primary venue for main stage performances. Shared traditional 
classroom space in the department will be used to teach history and theory courses. 

SECTION VI:  FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS   

A. Use the THEC Financial Projections Form (FP) to provide revenues and expenditures for the 
proposed program.  If the proposed program involved more than one institution, provide a 
separate excel FP Form for each institution as well as an aggregate for the combined 
financial projections.  Submit as an Appendix the THEC Financial Projection Form. 
 

- See Appendix A for THEC Financial Projection Form 

 
B. If reallocation is used, provide a rationale and source for reallocation of budgeted funds.  

Cite THEC annual degree productivity data where funds may be redirected from closed/ low 
producing programs (A1:1.2OP), if relevant.   

 
No reallocation of resources is necessary to implement this degree.  
 

C. List for each institution involved: 
1. All active Letters of Application 

 
B.A./B.S. in Religious Studies (under review at THEC)  

2. Approved programs not meeting benchmarks 
 
M.S. - Horse Science (Meeting graduation benchmark)  
M.A. - International Affairs (Meeting graduation benchmark)  
M.S. – Management (Meeting enrollment benchmark) 
Ed.D. – Assessment, Learning, and School Improvement 
 

3. Low-producing programs at all levels 
 
Environmental Science & Technology (B.S.) 
Art History (B.A.)  
Business Education (B.S.) 
Athletic Training (B.S.) 
Forensic Science (B.S.) 
Mathematics (M.S.T.) 
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Public History (Ph.D  
  
 

4. Programs terminated within the last 12 months 
 
B.B.A. - Office Management  
 

 
 

Attachments: 
 
 
A - THEC Financial Projections 
 
B - Dance Major Academic Map  
 
C - Dance Program of Study   
 
D - Dance Faculty Curriculum Vitae 
 
E - Letters of Support from Industry Professionals  
 
F - Dance Major Surveys 
 
G - Comparison of proposed MTSU B.S. major in Dance to APSU concentration in Dance 

within B.A. major in Theatre & Dance  
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