
Name: _______________________ Teacher: _______________________ School: __________________ 
 
Grade 8: Lesson 18 Use “The Gift of the Magi” to determine the main ideas with a focus on author’s 
craft. 
 

“The Gift of the Magi” 
 
She found it at last.  It surely had been made for Jim and no one else.  There was no other like it in any of 
the stores, and she had turned all of them inside out.  It was a platinum fob chain simple and chaste in 
design, properly proclaiming its value by substance alone and not by meretricious ornamentation -as all 
good things should do.  It was even worthy of The Watch.  As soon as she saw it she knew that it must 
be Jim’s.  It was like him.  Quietness and value-the description applied to both.  Twenty-one dollars they 
took from her for it, and she hurried home with the 87 cents.  With that chain on his watch Jim might be 
properly anxious about the time in any company.  Grand as the watch was, he sometimes looked at it on 
the sly on account of the old leather strap that he used in place of a chain. 
 
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to prudence and reason.  She got out her 
curling irons and lighted the gas and went to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to 
love.  Which is always a tremendous task, dear friends-a mammoth task. 
 
Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close-lying curls that made her look wonderfully 
like a truant schoolboy.  She looked at her reflection in the mirror long, carefully, and critically. 
 
“If Jim doesn't kill me," she said to herself, ''before he takes a second look at me, he'll say I look like a 
Coney Island chorus girl.  But what could I do-oh!  What could I do with a dollar and eighty-seven cents?" 
 
At 7 o'clock the coffee was made and the frying-pan was on the back of the stove hot and ready to cook 
the chops. 
 
Jim was never late.  Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat on the corner of the table near the 
door that he always entered.  Then she heard his step on the stair away down on the first flight, and she 
turned white for just a moment.  She had a habit of saying a little silent prayer about the simplest 
everyday things, and now she whispered: “Please God, make him think I am still pretty." 
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Independent Practice: 
 
Explain the ways the author helps us to understand Della’s character.  Include details from the story 
today as well as what those details reveal about Della’s character.  Use three of the vocabulary words in 
your summary. 
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