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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]Handout 3a: Tips for Promoting Responsibility and Choice

Educators can promote responsibility and choice within and across classrooms to support the development of both academic and social and personal outcomes. As you have found when reviewing this module, individual teachers can incorporate strategies such as encouraging self-directed learning or incorporating democratic norms within their classroom, or they may want to take a more programmatic approach and engage in student-led conferences or service learning with colleagues across their campus. Regardless of the approach you take, you will need a plan that identifies that approach; resources you will need; and even connections you may need to make with different stakeholders, such as your students, their parents, your colleagues, school administrators, or others in your community.

Providing Effective Choices

Tips and Considerations for Providing Effective Choices
Researchers have identified some critical parameters when providing students opportunities to make choices in the classroom (Assor, Kaplan & Roth, 2002; Beymer & Thomson, 2015; Evans & Boucher, 2015; Patall, Cooper & Robinson, 2008). Components of effective choices include:
· Choices are personally relevant and interesting to students. Consider how you will identify students’ interests, experiences, and background knowledge when providing choices.
· Provide three to five choices. Students can become overwhelmed by too many choices, so consider how you can organize choices, perhaps through the use of a choice board or a list of “must dos and may dos.”
· Choices should not be too easy or too hard. Consider how past student performance will inform the selection of appropriate choices.
· Provide ample time for students to make effective choices. How will you incorporate choices into lesson and unit planning to ensure students have sufficient time to choose and evaluate their choices?
· Appropriate resources support student choices. What resources do your students have access to? If they suggest choices in which resources are not available, how might you obtain them? Or might students provide them? Or can you suggest alternate choices instead?









Design a Plan for Providing Effective Choices in Your Classroom or School
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	Prompts
	Notes

	Planning
	· What do I want to know or be able to do to provide effective choices in my classroom?
· How will I know if I’ve been successful?
· How long will I need to reach my goal of providing students with effective choices? What milestones or benchmarks should I reach along the way?
· What information do I need to learn how to provide more effective choices in my classroom? What strategy(ies) will I use?
· What resources are necessary?
· How will the choices I provide impact my students? What will they need to know or be able to do?
	

	Monitoring
	· How are the information or strategies I’ve selected helping me provide more effective choices in my classroom?
· How well am I meeting benchmarks or milestones?
· What patterns of information are emerging from the actions I’m taking implementing choice strategies in my classroom?
· Are my resources sufficient? Do I need others?
· How are my students reacting to the choice strategies I’m implementing? What successes have I noted? What challenges do I need to overcome?
· Do I need to adjust my goal(s) or the actions I’m taking?
	

	Evaluating
	· To what degree did I reach my goal of providing more effective choices in my classroom? Was my goal appropriate?
· What have I learned from implementing choice strategies in my classroom? 
· What were the best strategies or resources and why?
· What did my students learn? What do they know now? What can they do? 
· What will I do differently in the future based on implementing choice strategies in my classroom?
	



Additional Resources for Providing Effective Choices
Choice boards and learning menus:
· Iris Center. (2018). Learning menus. Iris Center, Vanderbilt University. Available at https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/di/cresource/q2/p07/di_07_link_menus/. 
· Sacramento Educational Cable Consortium (SECC). (July 24, 2014). 21st-century skills: Self-direction—kindergarten. [Video]. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mNaQAc5GabY. 
· Teaching Channel. (n.d.). Differentiating with learning menus. [Video]. Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/differentiating-instruction-strategy.
· Teaching Channel. (n.d.). Learning menus: Giving options & independence. [Video]. Available at https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/independence-in-learning. 
· TeachingHistory.org. (n.d.). Learning menus: Textbooks a la carte. Available at https://teachinghistory.org/best-practices/teaching-with-textbooks/25584. 

Overview of choice strategies:
· Beymer, P. N., & Thomson, M. M. (2015). The effects of choice in the classroom: Is there too little or too much choice? Support for Learning, 30(2), 105-120. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9604.12086. (This resource requires purchase or institutional login to Wiley Online Library.)
· Evans, M., & Boucher, A. R. (2015). Optimizing the power of choice: Supporting student autonomy to foster motivation and engagement in learning. Mind, Brain, and Education, 9(2), 87-91. https://doi.org/10.1111/mbe.12073. (This resource requires purchase or institutional login to Wiley Online Library.)
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