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AAD—7th Grade English Language Arts 

The course requirements, based on the Tennessee state standards, outline the expectations for a student who is assessed on the alternate assessments.

Course Requirements

	7th Grade English Language Arts Course Requirements

	7th Grade Language (L) Course Requirements
Conventions of Standard English (CSE) Standards 1-2

	Cornerstone 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Cornerstone 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

	AAD.7.L.CSE.1
	Speak or write* using descriptive language to expand simple sentences.

	AAD.7.L.CSE.2
	Understand simple, compound, and complex sentences read or heard.

	AAD.7.L.CSE.3
	Use capitalization correctly for the following:
· at the beginning of sentences,
·  “I”, 
· personal names, 
· days of the week, 
· months of the year, and 
· ending punctuation.

	7th Grade Language (L) Course Requirements
Knowledge of Language (KL) Standard 3

	Cornerstone 3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

	AAD.7.L.KL.1
	Speak or write* sentences using on topic language and vocabulary.

	7th Grade Language (L) Course Requirements
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (VAU) Standards 4-6

	Cornerstone 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.
Cornerstone 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
Cornerstone 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the post-secondary and workforce level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

	AAD.7.L.VAU.1
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of a word. 

	AAD.7.L.VAU.2
	Use common roots and/or prefixes to determine the meaning of an unknown word.

	AAD.7.L.VAU.3
	Use reference materials to determine the pronunciation of an unknown word.

	AAD.7.L.VAU.4
	Demonstrate understanding of metaphors and similes read and/or heard.

	AAD.7.L.VAU.5
	Demonstrate understanding of new vocabulary by providing a synonym or description.

	AAD.7.L.VAU.6
	Recognize and/or use grade-appropriate general academic vocabulary when listening, speaking, reading, or writing*.

	7th Grade Reading (R) Course Requirements
Key Ideas and Details (KID) Standards 1-3

	Cornerstone 1: Read closely to determine what a text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Cornerstone 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
Cornerstone 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.

	AAD.7.R.KID.1
	Quote or cite 2 or more pieces of evidence from the text when answering explicit questions. 

	AAD.7.R.KID.2
	Explain or cite 2 or more pieces of information from the text to support a fact, the author’s point of view/position or conclusion(s). 

	AAD.7.R.KID.3
	Relate previous knowledge to a text read or heard to support comprehension

	AAD.7.R.KID.4
	Summarize the central theme/main idea and plot of a text read or heard. 

	AAD.7.R.KID.5
	Describe the cause and effect in a text read or heard.


	AAD.7.R.KID.6
	Analyze the development of character(s), setting, event(s), or idea(s) for a story read or heard. 


	7th Grade Reading (R) Course Requirements
Craft and Structure (CS) Standards 4-6

	Cornerstone 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Cornerstone 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of a text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
Cornerstone 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

	AAD.7.R.CS.1
	Recognize and identify different text structures (e.g., poem, story, drama, letter, email)

	AAD.7.R.CS.2
	Compare and contrast the points of view in a text read or heard.

	7th Grade Reading (R) Course Requirements
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (IKI) Standards 7-9

	Cornerstone 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
Cornerstone 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Cornerstone 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches an author takes.

	AAD.7.R.IKI.1
	Analyze the difference between a text read or heard and the film or media production of the text.

	AAD.7.R.IKI.2
	Evaluate the evidence or details an author uses to support a claim, opinion, or idea. 

	AAD.7.R.IKI.3
	Compare and contrast historical fiction with historical nonfiction.

	AAD.7.R.IKI 4
	Compare or contrast two texts on the same topic. 

	7th Grade Reading (R) Course Requirements
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity (RRTC) Standard 10

	Cornerstone 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

	AAD.7.R.RRTC.1
	Comprehend a variety of literature and informational text read and/or heard.

	7th Grade Speaking and Listening (SL) Course Requirements
Comprehension and Collaboration (CC) Standards 1-3

	Cornerstone 1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with varied partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas clearly and persuasively.
Cornerstone 2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media formats, such as visual, quantitative, and oral formats.
Cornerstone 3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

	AAD.7.SL.CC.1
	Participate in discussions with multiple partners about a test read or heard.

	AAD.7.SL.CC.2
	Identify main ideas and details presented in diverse media formats.

	7th Grade Speaking and Listening (SL) Course Requirements
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas (PKI) Standards 4-6

	Cornerstone 4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning; the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Cornerstone 5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
Cornerstone 6: Adapt speech to a variety of contents and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

	AAD.7.SL.PKI.1
	Present a topic, text, or opinion in a clear manner and/or format.

	AAD.7.SL.PKI.2
	Create a presentation using multimedia or technology.

	AAD.7.SL.PKI.3
	Use purposeful language in a variety of contexts.

	7th Grade Writing (W) Course Requirements
Text Types and Protocol (TTP) Standards 1-3

	Cornerstone 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
Cornerstone 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Cornerstone 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

	AAD.7.W.TTP.1
	Write* a text or story with a clear topic that introduces characters or fact(s).

	AAD.7.W.TTP.2
	Organize writing* using a logical sequence of events using narrative techniques such as transition words, dialogue pacing or descriptive language.

	AAD.7.W.TTP.3
	Use descriptive language (i.e., descriptive details, sensory language) and varied sentence structure and vocabulary in writing*. 

	AAD.7.W.TTP.4
	Organize ideas, information, and/or vocabulary, using a graphic organizer, outline, charts, or other organizational tools.

	AAD.7.W.TTP.5
	Write* a conclusion that summarizes the information or story. 

	AAD.7.W.TTP.6
	Use technology to produce and publish writing*.

	7th Grade Writing (W) Course Requirements
Production and Distribution of Writing (PDW) Standards 4-6

	Cornerstone 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Cornerstone 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
Cornerstone 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

	AAD.7.W.PDW.1
	Produce persuasive and informational writing* with a clear audience. 

	AAD.7.W.PDW.2
	Create clear, cohesive writing* to convey a message, story, or report research with guidance and support from adults or peers. 

	7th Grade Writing (W) Course Requirements
Research to Build and Present Knowledge (RBPK) Standards 7-9

	Cornerstone 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focus questions, demonstrating new understanding of the subject under investigation.
Cornerstone 8: Integrate relevant and credible information from multiple print and digital sources while avoiding plagiarism.
Cornerstone 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

	AAD.7.W.RBPK.1
	Use credible print and/or digital resources to research the answer to a question or learn about a new topic.

	7th Grade Writing (W) Course Requirements
Range of Writing (RW) Standard 10

	Cornerstone 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	AAD.7.W.RW.1
	Routinely practice writing* skills for a variety of purposes and audiences. 



*When providing instruction or assessing a student’s writing skills, the student should be using their individualized tool(s), assistive technology, or physical accommodations required. The physical act of using a pencil is not the goal, but rather the larger concept of written* communication skills.

**Foundational Literacy skills are intended to be directly taught as a part of the ELA instruction for grades K-5. The full progression should be referred to for grades 6-12 to support increasing literacy skills and independence. 

Course Requirements Numbering Notes 	

The numbering is not exactly parallel to the state standards but is designed to create some consistency across disciplines for the special education teachers who may be teaching multiple subjects.

The following system was used to number the K-8 English language arts course requirements:
AAD.5.ELA.FL.VA.16
Alternate academic diploma (AAD) course requirements
The grade level (5)
English language arts (ELA) is the course and grade (fifth)
Foundational Literacy (FL) is the conceptual category
Vocabulary Acquisition (VA) is the domain.
1 is the course requirement number in the domain (numbered consecutively within each cluster)

Red course codes align directly to the Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) blueprint.




Foundational Literacy Skills to Support within Instruction

Students who are assessed on the alternate assessment may require foundational literacy skills instruction and support in addition to the course requirements. The following is intended as an instructional guide to support literacy development. The skills are listed in order of least to most complex within each skill domain. 

	Foundational Literacy Skills

	Anchor Print Concepts (PC): Understand and recognize the symbolic representation of sounds and words through print

	AAD.FL.PC.1
	Follow words and pictures from top to bottom, left to right, and page by page.

	AAD.FL.PC.2
	Identify upper and lower case letters.

	AAD.FL.PC.3
	Differentiate between a letter, word, phrase, sentence as depicted by print features such as spacing and punctuation.

	AA.FL.PC.4
	Recognize the distinguishing features on print such as capitalizing the first word, proper nouns, “I” and ending punctuation variation (., !, ?).

	Anchor Phonological Awareness (PA): Demonstrate understanding of relationship between sounds, words, and syllables

	AAD.FL.PA.1
	Identify the consonant, blend or digraph sound heard in the initial, medial, and/or final position of a spoken word.

	AAD.FL.PA.2
	Identify the medial vowel sound heard in a word.

	AAD.FL.PA.3
	Identify the number of sounds in a spoken word when segmented.

	AAD.FL.PA.4
	Recognize rhyming words.

	AAD.FL.PA.5
	Identify the number of syllables or segments within a word.

	AAD.FL.PA.6
	Identify the word created by blending spoken phonemes.

	Anchor Phonics and Word Recognition (PWR): Demonstrate ability to decode isolated words and within text.

	AAD.FL.PWR.1
	Read common high-frequency words by sight, including environmental text and personally significant words such as family member names.

	AAD.FL.PWR.2
	Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the letter(s) that are different.

	AAD.FL.PWR.3
	Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words including long and short vowel sounds.

	AAD.FL.PWR.4
	Decode words that include prefixes and/or common Latin suffixes.

	AAD.FL.PWR.5
	Decode multisyllabic regularly spelled words.

	Anchor Word Composition (WC): Application of phonics and word analysis to the encoding of words.

	AAD.FL.WC.1
	Write* a string of letters for each word being communicated.

	AAD.FL.WC.2
	Write* some common and frequently used words (am, and, like, the, student’s name).

	AAD.FL.WC.3
	Spell untaught words phonetically using phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.

	AAD.FL.WC.4
	Spell one-syllable words with common vowel spelling patterns including, VC, CVC, CVCe, common vowel teams, and final-y.

	AAD.FL.WC.5
	Consult a dictionary or other reference material to determine correct spelling of a word.

	AAD.FL.WC.6
	Use convention spelling for one-syllable words including complex consonant blends, less common long vowel teams, r-controlled vowels, contractions, plurals, and possessives.

	AAD.FL.WC.7
	Use conventional spelling for two- and three-syllable words containing combined syllable types, compounds, and common prefixes and/or suffixes.

	Anchor Fluency (F): Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to comprehend text.

	AAD.FL.F.1
	Demonstrate the meaning of pictures or picture symbols.

	AAD.FL.F.2
	Demonstrate the meaning of common high frequency and environmental text.

	AAD.FL.F.3
	Read a rebus (some less common/decodable words are replaced with a picture or symbol) with purpose and understanding.

	AAD.FL.F.4
	Use context cues to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding

	AAD.FL.F.5
	Read text with accuracy and at an appropriate rate given repeated reading of the same passage.

	AAD.FL.F.6
	Read text with purpose and understanding given repeated reading of the same passage.

	Anchor Sentence Composition (SC): Demonstrate conventions of standard English when communicating both when speaking (orally, with low tech communication system, or speech generating device) and in writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.1
	Produce a simple declarative sentence in speech and in writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.2
	Use frequently occurring pronouns when speaking.

	AAD.FL.SC.3
	Use regular plural nouns when speaking.

	AAD.FL.SC.4
	Capitalize the beginning of a sentence and use ending punctuation in writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.5
	Capitalize names of people, months of the year, and days of the week in writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.6
	Produce and expand a simple declarative, exclamatory, and interrogative sentence.

	AAD.FL.SC.7
	Use articles, frequent conjunctions, and possessive and personal pronouns in speech and in writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.8
	Use single and plural nouns with correct verbs in basic spoken and written* sentences.

	AAD.FL.SC.9
	Write* a simple sentence to a topic or prompt.

	AAD.FL.SC.10
	Capitalize holidays and geographic names.

	AAD.FL.SC.11
	Use adjectives and adverbs correctly when speaking or writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.12
	Use past tense of verbs including frequently used irregular verbs when speaking or writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.13
	Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns when speaking or writing*.

	AAD.FL.SC.14
	Write* two or more sentences about a single topic.

	AAD.FL.SC.15
	Write* a cohesive paragraph including main idea and details.

	Anchor Vocabulary Acquisition (VA): Determine or clarify the meaning of an unknown word or multiple-meaning word using context cues and/or reference materials

	AAD.FL.VA.1
	Make a real-life connection between a word and its use, location in the environment, picture symbol, demonstration, or similar meaning word.

	AAD.FL.VA.2
	Sort common objects into categories by form, function, or feature.

	AAD.FL.VA.3
	Sort words into categories by concept.

	AAD.FL.VA.4
	Define and use the two or more meanings of a multi-meaning word (bat=flying animal or sports equipment).

	AAD.FL.VA.5
	Use reference material (glossary, dictionary, etc.) to determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words.

	AAD.FL.VA.6
	Use sentence-level context to determine the meaning of an unknown word.

	AAD.FL.VA.7
	Use a root word to determine the possible meaning of an unknown word.

	AAD.FL.VA.8
	Use context to determine the possible meaning of an unknown word.

	AAD.FL.VA.9
	Use suffix and/or prefix to determine the meaning of an unknown word.

	AAD.FL.VA.10
	Use newly acquired vocabulary word correctly when speaking.

	AAD.FL.VA.11
	Interpret figurative language including metaphors and similes.
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