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	Course Code(s):
	S04700 Alternate Assessment Social Studies

	Credit:
	1


7th Grade Alternate Assessment Social Studies

The course requirements, based on the Tennessee state standards, outline the expectations for a student who is assessed on the alternate assessments.

World History and Geography: The Middle Ages to the Exploration of the Americas

Course Description: Seventh-grade students will explore the cultural, economic, geographical, historical, and political changes of Western Civilization in Europe as well as the geographic regions of East Asia, West Africa, and Southwest Asia and Northern Africa. Students will compare and contrast the history and geography of civilizations that were developing concurrently throughout Africa, Europe, the Americas, and Asia during the 15th to 18th centuries. Students will examine the growth in economic interactions among civilizations as well as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities. Students will describe the indigenous populations of the Americas and the long-term impact of European exploration in the New World. Finally, students will analyze the influence of geography on the development of civilizations as they continue their study of world history and geography. This course will also teach students about the historical context of ancient and major world religions and will follow a common template for major world religions so as to not promote any religion. Major world religions are introduced in either 6th or 7th grade. 

This course is a continuation of the 6th-grade survey of world history and geography and is designed to help students think like historians, focusing on historical concepts in order to build a foundational understanding of the world. Appropriate primary sources have been embedded in the standards in order to deepen the understanding of world history and geography. Special emphasis will be placed on the development of government, including the beginning of democratic practices.

Course Requirements

	7th Grade Alternate Assessment Social Studies Course Requirements

	East Asia: 440-1500s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of China and Japan.

	AAD.7.1
	Identify geographical features of East Asia, including China, Japan, Gobi Desert, Himalayan Mountains, Korean Peninsula, Pacific Ocean, Sea of Japan, Yangtze River, Yellow River, and Plateau of Tibet.

	AAD.7.2
	Describe the effects of the Mongolian empires on the Silk Road trade. 

	AAD.7.3
	Recognize the importance of Marco Polo’s travels in the spread of Chinese technology and trade with Eurasia.

	AAD.7.4
	Describe the achievements of the Ming Dynasty, including the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, and Zheng He’s sea voyages.

	AAD.7.5
	Describe how the changes within Japanese culture were infleuced by China and Korea.”

	AAD.7.6
	Analyze the rise of a military society in the late 12th century and the role of the shogun and samurai in that society.

	Byzantine Empire: 400-1500s CE 

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of the Byzantine Empire.

	AAD.7.7
	Recognize the continuation of the Eastern Roman Empire as the Byzantine Empire.

	AAD.7.8
	Analyze the importance of the regional geography and location of Constantinople in maintaining a European culture.

	AAD.7.9
	Explain the importance of Justinian’s political, social, and architectural achievements.

	Southwest Asia and North Africa: 400-1500s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of Southwest Asia and North Africa.

	AAD.7.10
	Identify geographical features of Southwest Asia and North Africa, including the Arabian Peninsula, Arabian Sea, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, Euphrates River, Mediterranean Sea, Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Mecca, and Tigris River.

	AAD.7.11
	Describe the contributions of the region’s scholars in the areas of art, literature, mathematics, medicine, and science.

	AAD.7.12
	Identify and analyze the development of trade routes throughout Asia, Africa, and Europe and the role of merchants.

	West Africa: 400-1500s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of West Africa.

	AAD.7.13
	Identify geographical features of West Africa, including the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Guinea, Djenne, Niger River, Sahara, and Timbuktu.

	AAD.7.14
	Describe the Trans-Saharan caravan trade and the exchange of salt, gold, and slaves. 

	AAD.7.15
	Explain the importance of griots (i.e., storytellers), libraries, universities, and architecture in the development and transmission of West African culture and history.

	AAD.7.16
	Recognize the Ghana, Mali, and Songhai kingdoms as centers of trade and culture in West Africa during this period.

	Middle Ages in Western Europe: 400-1500s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of Europe during the Middle Ages.

	AAD.7.17
	Identify geographical features of Europe including, the Alps, Atlantic Ocean, English Channel, Mediterranean Sea, Influence of the North Atlantic Drift, North European Plain, and Ural Mountains.

	AAD.7.18
	Define and describe feudalism and manorialism, including the role of the manor and the growth of towns.

	AAD.7.19
	Describe the impact of the Magna Carta, including limiting the power of the monarch, the rule of law, and the right to a trial by jury.

	AAD.7.20
	Discuss the impact of the Crusades on the Christian, Muslim, and Jewish populations in Europe.

	AAD.7.21
	Identify the spread of the Black Death (i.e., Bubonic Plague) from Central Asia to China, Middle East and Europe, and its impact on the population.

	AAD.7.22
	Discuss the emergence of a modern economy as a result of the Black Death, including growth of banking, agricultural improvements, commerce, towns, technological improvements, and a merchant class.

	Early modern Europe: 1400-1700s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the origins, accomplishments, and geographic diffusion of the Renaissance as well as the historical developments of the Protestant Reformation and Scientific Revolution.

	The Renaissance

	AAD.7.23
	Describe how the location of the Italian Peninsula impacted trade and the sharing of knowledge, ideas, and culture within trade cities.

	AAD.7.24
	Investigate the growth of Florence, Italy, and the influence of the Medici family in the early stages of the Renaissance.

	AAD.7.25
	Explore the development of Renaissance art and significant artists, including Leonardo da VinciMichelangelo, and William Shakespeare.

	The Protestant Reformation

	AAD.7.26
	Explain the importance of Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press and William Tyndale’s translation of the Bible into English including the growth of literacy due to accessible language and affordable books.

	AAD.7.27
	Describe how discontent with the Catholic Church led to the Protestant Reformation.

	The Scientific Revolution

	AAD.7.28
	Compare and contrast the heliocentric and geocentric theories of the Greeks (geocentric), Copernicus (heliocentric), and Kepler (elliptical orbits).

	AAD.7.29
	Describe the significance of Galileo Galilei’s scientific tools, including the telescope and microscope

	AAD.7.30
	Explore the significant scientific contributions of Sir Frances Bacon (e.g., scientific method) and Sir Isaac Newton (e.g., three Laws of Motion).

	Indigenous Civilizations of the Americas: 400-1500s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of indigenous civilizations of the Americas.

	AAD.7.31
	Identify geographical features of the Americas including the Appalachian Mountains, Atlantic Ocean, Great Plains, Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi River, North America, South America, Pacific Ocean, Rocky Mountains, South America, and Yucatan Peninsula.

	AAD.7.32
	Explain the impact of geographic features on North American Indian cultures (i.e., Northeast, Southeast, Plains), including housing, clothing, and agriculture.

	AAD.7.33
	Explain the impact of geographic features and climate on the agricultural practices and settlement of the Maya, Aztec, and Incan civilizations.

	The Age of Exploration: 1400-1700s CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the motivations for the movement of people from Europe to the Americas and the impact of exploration by Europeans.

	AAD.7.34
	Discuss why European countries were motivated to explore the world, including economic gain (i.e., mercantilism), religion, and political rivalry.

	AAD.7.35
	Identify the significance of voyages and routes of discovery of the following explorers:
· Henry Hudson
· Vasco da Gama
· Christopher Columbus
· Ferdinand Magellan
· Bartolomeu Dias
· Hernando de Soto

	[bookmark: _GoBack]AAD.7.36
	Describe the impact of Prince Henry the Navigator’s impact (or infleucnce) on exploration, voyages, cartographic improvements, and tools (e.g., compass and astrolabe).




Course Requirements Numbering Notes 	

The numbering is not exactly parallel to the state standards but is designed to create some consistency across disciplines for the special education teachers who may be teaching multiple subjects.

The following system was used to number the K-8 social studies course requirements:
AAD.5.1
Alternate academic diploma (AAD) course requirements
The grade level (5)
1 is the course requirement number 
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