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	Course Code(s):
	S04600 Alternate Assessment Social Studies

	Credit:
	1


6th Grade Alternate Assessment Social Studies

The course requirements, based on the Tennessee state standards, outline the expectations for a student who is assessed on the alternate assessments.

World History and Geography: Early Civilizations Through the Fall of the Western Roman Empire

Course Description: Sixth-grade students will study the beginnings of early civilizations through the fall of the Western Roman Empire. Students will analyze the cultural, economic, geographical, historical, and political foundations for early civilizations, including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, India, China, Greece, and Rome. The sixth grade will conclude with the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire. This course will also teach students about the historical context of ancient and major world religions and will follow a common template for major world religions so as to not promote any religion. Major world religions are introduced in either 6th or 7th grade. 

This course will be the students’ first concentrated survey of world history and geography and is designed to help students think like historians, focusing on historical concepts in order to build a foundational understanding of the world. Appropriate primary sources have been embedded in the standards in order to deepen the understanding of world history and geography. Special emphasis will be placed on the development of government, including the beginning of democratic practices.
Course Requirements

	6th Grade Alternate Assessment Social Studies Course Requirements

	Foundations of Human Civilization: c. 10,000-3500 BCE

	Overview: Students will learn proper time designations and analyze the development and characteristics of civilizations, including the effects of the Agricultural Revolution.

	AAD.6.1
	Identify the meaning of BC/BCE, AD/CE and abbriviations such as decades or centuries (i.e., the 20s, 50s, and 1900s).

	AAD.6.2
	Describe characteristics of nomadic hunter-gatherer societies, including the use of basic hunting weapons, fire, shelter, and tools.

	AAD.6.3
	Explain the impact of the Agricultural Revolution, including the emergence of permanent settlements, a barter economy,  new sources of clothing, shelter, and food surplus.

	AAD.6.4
	Recongize the characteristics of civilizations, including: culture, government, religion, food supply, and social stuctures.

	Ancient Mesopotamia: c. 3500-1700 BCE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of the civilization of ancient Mesopotamia.

	AAD.6.5
	Ientify geographical features of ancient Mesopotamia, including the Black Sea, Euphrates River, Mediterranean Sea, Persian Gulf, Tigris River, and Zagros Mountains.

	AAD.6.6
	Describe geographic and climatic features of the Fertile Crescent. 

	AAD.6.7
	Explain how agricultural developments such as the wheel, plow, irrigation, and the use of animmals led to economic growth.

	AAD.6.8
	Define and/or describe monarchy, empire, and polytheism.

	AAD.6.9
	Describe the importance of ancient Mesopotamian achievements, such as clay tablets and written law.

	Ancient Egypt: c. 3000-700 BCE

	Overview: Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of ancient Egypt.

	AAD.6.10
	Identify geographical features of ancient Egypt, including the Mediterranean Sea, Nile Delta, Nile River, Red Sea, and Sahara. 

	AAD.6.11
	Explain the achievements of Ancient Egypt, such as: the development of the calendar, the use of irrigation, the building of the pyramids and Sphinx at Giza, and the use of papyrus and hieroglyphics.

	AAD.6.12
	Recognize that people in ancient Egypt had polytheistic religious beliefs.

	Ancient Israel: c. 2000-500 BCE

	Overview: Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of ancient Israel.

	AAD.6.13
	Identify geographical features of ancient Israel, including the Dead Sea, Jerusalem, Jordan River, Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, and the Sinai Peninsula. 

	AAD.6.14
	Summarize the breakup of the Kingdom of Israel and the subsequent consequences.

	Ancient India: c. 2500-400 BCE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of ancient India.

	AAD.6.15
	Identify geographical features of ancient India, including the Indus River, Ganges River, Himalayan Mountains, and Indian Ocean.

	AAD.6.16
	Explain the importance of the achievements of Harappan civilization, including:
· Roads in a grid system
· Sanitation and sewers
· Brick architecture

	AAD.6.17
	Examine the social structure of the caste system and its effect on everyday life in Indian society.

	AAD.6.18
	Describe the intellectual traditions of the region including medicine and mathematics.

	Ancient China: c. 2500 BCE-200 CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of ancient China.

	AAD.6.19
	Identify geographical features of ancient China, including the Gobi Desert, Himalaya Mountains, Pacific Ocean, Yellow River, and Yangtze River.

	AAD.6.20
	Explain how Chin’as geographic features helped create a unique yet diversie cultural identify that was isolated from the west.

	AAD.6.21
	Explain the accomplishments of the Han Dynasty including the magnetic compass, paper making, porcelain, silk, and woodblock printing.

	AAD.6.22
	Describe how the desire for Chinese goods led to the creation of the Silk Road. 

	Ancient Greece, c. 800-300 BCE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of ancient Greece.

	AAD.6.23
	Identify geographical features of ancient Greece, including Athens, Macedonia, Mediterranean Sea, Peloponnesian peninsula, and Sparta.

	AAD.6.24
	Describe how the geographic features of ancient Freese contributed to maritime trade and the location of city-states.

	AAD.6.25
	Describe direct democracy and oligarchy and the significance of citizenship and civic participation in ancient Greece.

	AAD.6.26
	Contrast life in Athens and Sparta including the status of women and slavery. 

	AAD.6.27
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Investigate the purposes of the Parthenon and Acropolis. 

	Ancient Rome, c. 500 BCE-500 CE

	Overview: Students will analyze the geographic, political, economic, and cultural structures of ancient Rome.

	AAD.6.28
	Identify geographical features of ancient Rome, including Constantinople, Italian Peninsula, Mediterranean Sea, Rome, and the Tiber River.

	AAD.6.29
	Describe ancient Rome and how its location and geographic features contributed to its political and economic growth in the Mediterranean region. 

	AAD.6.30
	Explain the importance of the achievements and innovations of ancient Rome including:
· Aqueducts
· Arches
· Bridges
· Domes
· Roads
· Sanitation
· The Colosseum

	AAD.6.31
	Describe the class system of ancient Rome, including the role of patricians, plebeians, and slaves in Roman society.

	AAD.6.32
	Investigate the growth of the Roman Empire into East and West, including the establishment of Constantinople as the capital by Constantine.






Course Requirements Numbering Notes 	

The numbering is not exactly parallel to the state standards but is designed to create some consistency across disciplines for the special education teachers who may be teaching multiple subjects.

The following system was used to number the K-8 social studies course requirements:
AAD.5.1
Alternate academic diploma (AAD) course requirements
The grade level (5)
1 is the course requirement number 
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