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Fort Pillow State Historic Area

is a 1646-acre Park overlooking the MississiPPi River. In
1861, the Confederate Army built extensive fortifications
here and named the site for General Gideon J. Pillow of
Maury County. Because of its strategjc location, the
Union Army overwhelmed the fort and controlled it dur-
ing most o the war. Many of the origina| breastworks
remain in good condition and the extensive archacologi—
cal study and excavations have allowed the reconstruc-
tion of the inner {:ort, defended bg the Union troops in
the 1864 battle.

Campin

Fort Pillow has two different camPing areas. The Familg
CamPing area has 32 sites and accommodates tent
campers, small trailers and small RVs. There are no electrical
or water Hookups but the cam grouncl does have rest-
rooms, and modern bathhouses. The Chickasaw Bluff
Camping area is available onlg bg hiking‘ It overlooks the
MississiPPi River and has water, fire rings and Prfmi’cive rest-
room facilities. A Permit is rcquircd for its use.

Group Camping

The group camp area can handle up to 200 campers and
s availabit for organized groups such as scout troops
and church or%anizations. The site may be reserved

through the par office.

Museum

The Interl:)retive Center and museum houses a number of
Civil war displags relative to the battle at Fort Pillow.
ltems on dis ]ag include cannons, memorabilia related to
General Forrest and artifacts found on the park. A film
intchrcting Park histor9 is also Providcd. Visitors can
also get maps, camPing Permits, trail irncormation, and
other informative brochures.

Picnic Pavilions and Playgrounds

A Picnic area is cquiPPed with tables and gri”s‘ Water is
available on site and there are also restrooms for visitors’
use. The area also has a wc”~cquiPPccl Plaggrouncl. A Pic~
nic Pavilion is available for use and may be reserved through

the Park office.

Boating and Fishing

The Parl( is home to Fort Pillow Lal(c, a 25-acre lake that
features good fishing for bass, brcam, and craPPic‘ A small
fishin Pier is Iocateg on the lake. A free boat launch ramp
is on the lake and private boats are welcome.
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Hikin

There are 20 miles of hiking trails, many of those miles par-
a”cling the earthwork fortifications at the site. On some
trails, Permits are requirccl and can be obtained from the

Park office along with maps of all the hiking trails.

Planned Programs

Most of the interPrc’civc rograms at the Parl( are devel-
oped to enhance the uncﬁ:rstanding of the American Civil
War as it relates to the occupation of both Confederate
and Union forces at Fort Pillow. Nature, recreational and
Civil War programs are held every weekend and holiclag
cluing the summer months.
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