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| hope that you had a wonderful holiday season and that you are now refres
active in this new year. There are many things that need to be done to impr
lives of those of us who are Deaf, Hard of HearingQesttened, and DeBlind
in Tennessee. We need appropriate mental health care, more skilled sign 13
interpreters, more trained support service providers, and proper equipment {
us when we need to be alerted regarding dangerous times. With all of us w:
together, these goals can be accomplished.

If you have an article or a title for our newsletter that you would like to subm
consideration, please feel free to do so. We would like to hear frormyailith&
Council atTCDHH.Council. DHS@state.tn.asd we will see if we can post it.

May this year be the best yet!

Thom Roberts
Executive Director, TCDHH
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Honoring the Fallen

I n 1996, a survey was given to a group of children in regards to the meaning of Memorial
Day. Their answers ranged from barbecues to pool opening day. The children had no idea what

the true meaning of Memorial Day was.

“ In 1997, it became an American tradition to have a Moment of

Remembrance in which everyone is silent for one minute, at
3:00 p.m. (local time) while Taps is played, and reflect on the

eroes who gave their lives for us.

Please join us at 3:00 p.m. on May 25 in a moment of silence.
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Introductions (& Congratulations)

We would like towelcome Nikki Ringenberg, Joseph Ochoa, and Trina
who joined the League for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Ear Founc
September 2008.

JCIL Celebrates 13 years
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Jackson Center for Independent Living celebrated its 13th anni-
versary on January 23, 2009. Glen Barr, Executive Director of the
center since the beginning, welcomed staff and invited guests to
join in the celebration. Cake was donated to the center by the lo-
cal Sambébs Cl ub. Thom Roberts,
see Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, was in attendance
for the event. Mr. Barr made a few comments on how the Jackson
Center for Independent Living had its beginning and thanked all
those who have supported this program through the years Sev-
eral people from the local Deaf Commu- \ :
nity were there to celebrate, and all en-
joyed the afternoon together. We wish J-CIL the very best for at least
another 13 years!
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TCDHH Council Mini Minutes ‘ November 14, 2008

e Six of our VR counselors gradusg
According to current Federal regulations, a qualified counselor should h
masterds i n rehabilitation coungf§
dard.

e The League for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is now the League for the
and Hard of Hearing and Ear Foundation. The merger was official in Se
ber 2008.

e University of Tennessee board of trustees approved a plan to allow the
partment of Audiology and Speech Program and Clinics to continue und
U.T. Health Services Center, College of Allied Health Services in Memp
This department will remain in Knoxville, and the change will be effectiv
2009.
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November December January
6th NexTalk Demo at LDHH 4th Gate Com- 8 Vi_sited CCDHI-_| in Johnson
munication City (Mary Fultineer)
13th TSPN Regulatory Advisory Reception 889 SERID Board Training at UT
Council Meeting 11th TSPN Regu- Knoxville
) latory Meet-
15th 2008 Statewide Workshop for ing Aware- 20 TSPN Intra-State Departmental
prqfessional serving D & HH negss Event Meeting
Children 18th Deaf Access 23 Jackson Center for Independen
: h Living Birthday Party
18th Special Needs Emergency Pre- to Voting
paredness Kick off Campaign 19th TRC Graduation 27 Emergency Preparedness
19th Books from Birth Meeting
24th TSPN Update
- . . S
Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network
What To Do When You Think It is not always possible to pre- There are many types of help &n
Someone is Suicidal? vent a suicide but your involve-ways you can support someon
. . ment and knowing what to do who may be at risk. One way i iLet every |t
It car} ble vEry upsetting and”?'si:ould save a life. The best way tive the person the National Spi{ll whether it wishes us well or
trgss ul to _dear Someoni talk find out if someone is thinking cide Prevention Lifeline numbdr: il iil, that we shall pay any
a ?“t S”'C'he' Knowmgr)] IOW 10 ahout suicide is to ask. Asking 1-8067994TTY (4889),-B0G price, bear any burden,
elp aﬂd W fefe to get help can ;i not give them the idea; in fa273TALK (8255) voice. This meet any hardship, support
ease these fears. NOt eVeryonej; o4 show them that someomeumber will connect them to t any friend,

who has thoughts of suicide or o4y cares. Giving people the nearest crisis center where sup- [ff oppose
talks about suicide actually at- 5 ,56rtunity to talk about their  port and other help are availabjelff any foe to
tempts it, but most people Who feglings decreases the risk. If ydtnis information could save a assure the
take their own life have expressgfieye someone is at imminentife. survival
their intention. Thatis why itis yiy of syicide, call 911 or take _ _ . and the
important to take .aII talk Or.hll"ltqhem to the nearest emergencyFor more information about suicid success of
about suicide seriously. This is ;oom and resources in Tennessee, GOt il | | p g r
even truer if that person is de- Tennesse~e Suicide Prevention Ne
pressed. wor kés (TSPN) w

www.tspn.org

Emergency Preparedness Websites %

Organization Website

National Organization on Disability ..................oo ittt .. WWW.Nnod.org or www.nod.org/emergency
CItiZEN COMPS . . . oottt e —— WWWw.citizencorps.gov

US Department of EQuCAtioON . . .. ... ... ..ottt s s WWW.iCr.us/pubs/EP_Summary.pdf
FEMA e www.fema.gov.library/disprepf/shtm

Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Preparedness and Individuals with Disabilitiesw.disabilitypreparedness.gov

American Red CroSS . . .. ...ttt e www.prepare.org/disabilities/disabilitiesprep.htm or www.redcross.org
READYAMENICA . . . .ot e et ettt e et e e e e www.ready.gov/america/special_needs_items.html

Individuals with Disabilities in Emergency Preparedness . ........................... www.dhs.gov/disabilitypreparednessICC

Disability Preparedness CeNter . . ... .. ...ttt ettt e - www.disabilitypreparedness.com/

PrepareNOW.OMG . .. ..ot WWW.preparenow.org/

Nobody Left Behind . ... ... ... e www.nobodyleftbehind2.org/

Disabled People and DP2 Disaster Planning . .. ..............iiiiiiiiiianns www.citycent.com/dp2/

Preparing for Disaster. .. ...ttt s e e e e oo W fema.goy
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