
Tree Planting Application for Metro Nashville Properties 

 

If the property is located in the Richland Creek, Mill Creek, Brown’s Creek, Hurricane Creek, White’s 

Creek, or Stones River watersheds, MWS prefers that you partner with the Tennessee Division of 

Forestry Riparian Buffer Program (http://www.state.tn.us/agriculture/forestry/rbp.shtml).  Please 

contact Reggie Reeves for additional information (615‐837‐5430). 

 

Requirements: 

 Completed TDOF or MWS application form. 

 Site plan showing planting locations, species, size, areas to be maintained (mowed, bush‐

hogged, mulched, etc.), and undisturbed areas.  Native vegetation suitable for riparian areas 

should be planted and can be selected from the following lists: 

o Native Plants of the Tennessee Valley 

o Landscaping with Native Plants, Middle Tennessee 

No single species should constitute more than 20% of the plantings.  In residential areas, trees 

should not be planted within 30 feet of an occupied property.  Tennessee One Call (811) should 

be contacted early during site planning to determine the location of utilities.  Trees should be 

planted closer than 10’ on either side of a water or sewer line.  If you wish to plant under or 

near power lines, please contact NES or TVA if power line appropriate species can be used.  Also 

contact Metro Greenways (862‐8400) to determine if a greenway is planned for the site.  Trees 

should not be planted in areas where they would be removed for trail installation.  If seedlings 

are used, a buffer of ball and burlap and/or container trees or shrubs should be planted along 

the street facing side at a density of one plant per 10 feet if alternating trees and shrubs, or 

every 15 feet if trees only.  Other planting styles are permissible and can be developed in 

coordination with TDOF and MWS. The site plan can be drawn on an aerial image. 

 Management Plan designed to ensure the survival of the trees through the first 2 years.  Trees > 

1” caliper need to be watered during the dry summer months.  Dead trees should be replaced 

the following winter. 

 Public Education / Notification Plan: The public should be informed of the planting with signs 

posted on the property at least two weeks prior to the event.  The sign should give the date of 

the event and a contact phone number for questions.  MWS would prefer the event be open to 

neighborhood volunteers.  Door hangers with event information shall be distributed to all 

homes with 100 yards of the property. 

 Signed waiver from all participants.  

 



TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
DIVISION OF FORESTRY 

RIPARIAN BUFFER PROGRAM – Organization Project Application
                           Metro Nashville Owned Properties  

I. CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Your Name:__________________________Title:___________  Today’s Date:_____________________ 

Your Organization: : ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address and/or P.O. Box:__________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ________________ 

Phone: __________________________  E-Mail: ______________________________________________ 

Cooperating organization (if applicable): __________________________________________________________ 

Cooperating organization contact name: __________________________________________________________ 

Cooperating organization phone: ________________________________________________________________ 

II. PROJECT LOCATION/IDENTIFICATION: 

Project Landowner: Metro Water Services / Parks / Other:____________________________________________

Project Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________________  State: _____________ Zip: ________________ 

Map & Parcel (if known):  _________________________________________ 

Stream Name (or nearest downstream) & Watershed: _______________________________________________ 

Please include maps with your application indicating location of site (Mapquest, Google Earth) 

III. EXISTING RIPARIAN BUFFER CHARACTERISTICS: 

Length of Stream Frontage on Property in Feet (near side):____________________________________________ 

Will you be planting both side of the Stream?       Yes            No    (If yes, please complete next question) 

Length of Stream Frontage in Feet (far side): _______________________________________________________ 

Approximate Existing Buffer Width in Feet::________________________________________________________ 

Existing Buffer Condition: Open/Mowed  Shrubs  Shrubs/Trees  Trees 

 

 



VI. RECIPIENT/OWNER AGREEMENT 

In accepting free plants and technical assistance, Recipient agrees to the following: 

1. Prior to site preparation, Recipient agrees to contact Tennessee One Call at 811 to verify the presence of any 
underground utilities within the planned project area. 

2. Prior to site preparation, Recipient agrees to  mark  the property boundaries and 
any known utility easements near the planting area to ensure that planting do not encroach onto adjacent properties. 

3. Plants are offered to organizations for riparian buffer projects and are to be used 
only for Riparian Buffers in the project area as defined in the Application. 

4. Recipient is required to recruit and organize an adequate number of volunteers to assist on the day of the 
planting. (The Program Coordinator may be able to recommend sources of volunteers) 

5.          Recipient shall coordinate with the Program Coordinator in regard to returning any Riparian Buffer Program 
owned materials left on-site, such as survey flags, stakes, containers, tools, etc.
 
6.          Owner agrees to allow small signs to be installed indicating the boundary of the Riparian Buffer. 

 7.         Owner agrees to allow the Program Coordinator reasonable access to the project site to periodically 
inspect and monitor plant materials. 

Signature below indicates acceptance of the conditions listed above by the Recipient and Owner. 

 

Recipient Signature: _________________________________Title____________  Date: _____________ 

Organization Name:               _______________________________________________   

Owner Signature: _____________________________________________  Date: ______________ 

Please return to: TDOF Riparian Buffer Program Coordinator 
   Tennessee Department of Agriculture-Division of Forestry 
   Box 40627, Melrose Station 
   Nashville, TN 37204 
 
Please contact the Riparian Buffer Program Coordinator at 615-837-5430 if you have any questions. 
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