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Etowah City Manager Serving As General Manager

QUESTION

Isitlegd for the Etowah City Manager to dso serveasthe General Manager of the Etowah Utilities
under the City Charter?

OPINION
Yes.
ANALYSIS

Y ou have asked whether it islega for the Etowah City Manager to also serve as the General
Manager of the Etowah Utilities under the City Charter. The City of Etowah first received its charter in
1909 by private act of the Genera Assembly. 1909 Tenn. Priv. ActsCh. 116. In 1964, Etowah became
ahome rule municipaity, asauthorized in Art. X1, 8 9 of the Tennessee Congtitution. Thereafter, in 1984,
the city adopted a comprehensive new charter, through passage of Ordinance No. 389. Art. VIII, 81 of
the Etowah City Charter provides that the City Commission shall gppoint a City Manager, based solely
upon executivequalifications. Pursuant to Art. IX, 8 1, the City Manager isto be the administrative head
of the municipa government under the supervision of the City Commission and “shdl berequired to give
hisfull timeto the duties of hisoffice.” Art. XXIII, § 11 provides that the Etowah Utilities Board shall
appoint a Generad Manager of the system and, that the City Manager may, at the discretion of the Board,
bethe Generd Manager of the Etowah UtilitiesBoard. TheBoard itself iscomprised of five memberswho
are the same five persons as the City Commissioners, unless provided otherwise by adoption of an
ordinance by the City Commission. See Art. XXIII, §5.

Thus, under the Etowah City Charter, the City Manager is specifically authorized to serve asthe
Generd Manager of the Etowah Utilities Board, in the Board' sdiscretion. Asalready noted, Etowahis
ahomerulemunicipdity, however, wearenot awvare of any generd law of mandatory statewide gpplication
withwhichthisprovisonisinconsstent. Nor areweaware of any other statelaw that would prohibit the
City Manager from also serving asthe General Manager of the UtilitiesBoard. Accordingly, itisour
opinion that the City Manager may aso serve asthe Generd Manager of the Etowah Utilities Board under
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the Etowah City Charter.
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