
SELF-ADVOCACY
 LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
Nashville, TN
October 5 – 9, 2015
Deadline to Submit Application: June 30

New federal rules have been developed that will affect the ways that day and residential services are provided. It will be important to know how these new rules will affect community programs for people with disabilities in Tennessee and Kentucky.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The goal of this year’s Self-Advocacy Leadership Academy is to train self-advocates about Home- and Community-Based Services, and the importance of advocating for better and more inclusive community options.

Training will include:
· Understanding the new federal rules around day and residential services
· Understanding what it means to be a fully participating member of the community
· Understanding the importance of making choices
· Understanding your rights to privacy, dignity and respect
· Understanding your options for how and where you will spend your 
days and nights
· Understanding advocacy skills, such as leading a meeting and giving testimony

The Self-Advocacy Leadership Academy is a shared project of the Autistic Self Advocacy Network, the Tennessee Council on Developmental Disabilities and the Commonwealth Council on Developmental Disabilities in Kentucky, with additional funding by the Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation. 


The Academy will cover all lodging and travel expenses for participants.
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
· To apply, you must be a person with an intellectual and/or developmental disability (I/DD), age 18 or older.

· You can type your short answers on this application. If you need more space, you can type your answers on a separate word document. If you need help filling out this application, or would like to submit your application in a different format, please contact Ned Andrew Solomon at ned.solomon@tn.gov or 615.532.6556.

· Email or mail your completed application to Ned Andrew Solomon by 11:59 pm on JUNE 30. 

· If you want to email your completed application, send your file to ned.solomon@tn.gov  with the subject line “2015 Academy”   

· If you want to mail in your completed application, send it to:
Ned Andrew Solomon
Tennessee Council on Developmental Disabilities
Davy Crockett Tower, 1st Floor
500 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243

Contact Person for Autistic Self Advocacy Network: 
Natalia M. Rivera Morales
nriveramorales@autisticadvocacy.org
202.558.4858

          Contact Person for the Tennessee Council on 
          Developmental Disabilities
          Ned Andrew Solomon
          ned.solomon@tn.gov
          615.532.6556

          Contact Person for the Commonwealth Council on 
          Developmental Disabilities
          Shelley Runkle
          shelley.runkle@ky.gov
          502.782.8603 or 877.367.5332


APPLICATION FORM

CONTACT INFORMATION

First name:						Last name:					
Street Address:					    Apt/Suite:					
City:					    State:						

Zip Code:					
Phone:						Email:					

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
What is your race/ethnicity? 					
What is your age? 					
What is your gender? 					
What is your disability? 					
Do you live in an urban or rural community? ______________________

SHORT ANSWER SECTION
(please use the back of this sheet or an additional sheet if necessary)

1) Please tell us about a time when you spoke up for your own rights as a person with a disability.





2) Please tell us about a time when you spoke up for someone else’s rights.	



(continued)


3) Please tell us about the challenges you have participating in your community. 





4) Please tell us what the words “dignity”, “respect” and “privacy” mean to you. 															



					
THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION!
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