
Agency Focus Area Initiative Brief Description

Non-

monetary 

assistance? 

(Yes or No)

Financial Assistance to 

communities? 

(Grant/Loan/Both/NA)

 Total Funds available for 

Grant or Loan (annually) 

Max # of 

Recipients

 Total per 

Recipient Eligibility criteria

TNECD

Community 

Development Tennessee Downtowns

Downtown revitalization projects following at 

least one of the 4 points of the Main Street 

program. Yes Grant  $                             150,000.00 6  $      15,000.00 

Competitive application to Tennessee 

Downtowns program.

TNECD

Community 

Development Tennessee Main Street

Statewide downtown revitalization 

revitalization program for communities that 

seek designation as Main Street communities Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Competitively  awarded to designated Main 

Street communities.

TNECD

Community 

Development ThreeStar

Helps communities become more 

economically competitive by focusing on 

improvements around the Governor's 

Priorities Yes Grant  $                             750,000.00 75  $      10,000.00 County must be Tier 2 or 3

TNECD Broadband Broadband Study

TNECD will hire a consult to provide 

assistance around defining broadband, 

identifying gaps in both access and 

utilization, and strategies for addressing 

these gaps. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TNECD Site Development

Property Evaluation 

Program

TNECD has hired a consultant to assess 

potential industrial sites and buildings and 

give advice on potential investment and next 

steps. Yes N/A  N/A 

Approx. 6 per 

round  N/A Competitive program

TNECD Site Development Select Tennessee

Grants to assist in cost of required studies 

needed for certification. Yes Grant  N/A 20  $         7,500.00 Public site in a Tier 2 or 3 County

TNECD Site Development

Site Development Grant 

Program

Grant for finishing touches on sites to 

increase attraction and deal flow Yes Grant  $                          6,000,000.00 12  $    500,000.00 

Must have completed Step 1 Application for 

Select TN or participated in InvestPrep

TNECD Tourism

Co-op Tourism 

Development Grant

Provides monetary assistance to promote 

and/or enhance infrastructure of toursim 

based assets Yes Grant $1,000,000 Varies  Varies Tier 2 and 3 Counties

TNECD

Community 

Development

Community 

Development Block 

Grants

Funding from the HUD to promote economic 

and community development in small cities 

(e.g. sewer, water, drainage, building 

community centers) Yes Grant  $                        24,000,000.00 50-60  Up to 525,000 

Can only go to cities and counties; Only one 

project at time

TNECD

Community 

Development ARC Grants

For community and economic development 

projects Yes Grant  $                          6,000,000.00 Approx. 25  Up to 500,000 

Can go to cities, counties, and non-profits; Only 

applies to ARC area (52 Middle and East TN 

counties,)

TNECD

Community 

Development DRA Grants

Focused on projects that improve workforce 

development, improve health outcomes, and 

create jobs Yes Grant  $                          1,300,000.00 Approx. 5  Up to 300,000 

Can go to cities, counties, and non-profits; Only 

applies to DRA area (21 West TN counties)

TNECD Entrepreneurship

Main Streets Incubators 

Grants 

Grant for incubators to encourage 

entrepreneur investmetn and reduce 

vacancies in downtown areas Yes Grant  $                             300,000.00 6  $      50,000.00 Must be a Main Street Community 

TNECD

Community 

Development

Community 

Development Block 

Grants

Commercial Façade Improvement Grants 

competitively awarded to Tennessee Main 

Street and Tennessee Downtowns 

communities. Yes Grant $500,000 5 $100,000 

Must apply as Main Street or Tennessee 

Downtown and meet all grant criteria

Initiative Inventory



TNECD Entrepreneurship

Launch TN Rural 

Entreprenurship 

Centers/Support

There are 9 rural entrepreneurship centers 

to act as the front door for Entrepreneurs in 

their region. LaunchTN is also piloting a new 

approach to providing resources that 

enables organizations to apply to host/run 4 

different programs in their region. These 

programs include computer-programing 

workshops for students and business 

development programs for entrepreneurs. 

More information is listed on our website. 

The first set of programs will be available to 

Northeast and Southern Middle TN ECD 

Regions with plans to make more programs 

available to rural counties across the state 

later in the year. Yes Grant  $                          1,000,000.00 

5+ 

Organizations

Pending an application and eligibility listed for 

each program offered. 

TNECD

Business 

Development/ Job 

Creation

FastTrack Job Training 

Assistance Program 

TCA Code 4-3-717 (c)      Grant to provide 

funding to support the training of net new 

full-time employees for new and expanding 

companies. All grantees must be an eligible 

business. No Grant

 Dependent upon the 

amount the legislature 

allocates for FastTrack. 

Each year 

varies

 Varies based 

on the number 

of jobs, wages, 

capital 

investment, 

location, etc. 

TCA Code 4-3-717 (c)      net new full-time 

employees for new and expanding companies. 

All grantees must be an eligible business.

TNECD

Business 

Development/ Job 

Creation

FastTrack Infrastructure 

Development Program

TCA Code 4-3-717 (b)    Grant provided to 

local governments for public infrastructure 

needs for new and expanding companies. Yes Grant

 Dependent upon the 

amount the legislature 

allocates for FastTrack. 

Each year 

varies

 Varies based 

on the number 

of jobs, wages, 

capital 

investment, 

location, etc. 

TCA Code 4-3-717 (b)  TNECD will work with the 

local officials to identify eligible needs for a 

project, such as water, sewer, rail, gas, electric, 

roadway, telecommunications or other site 

improvements. On behalf of an eligible business.

TNECD

Business 

Development/ Job 

Creation

FastTrack Economic 

Development Program

TCA Code 4-3-717 (d)      Grant provided to 

local communities to reimburse a company 

for eligible expenditures not covered by 

infrastructure or job training grants. Not typically Grant

 Dependent upon the 

amount the legislature 

allocates for FastTrack. 

Each year 

varies

 Varies based 

on the number 

of jobs, wages, 

capital 

investment, 

location, etc. 

TCA Code 4-3-717 (d)      The grant can help 

offset expenses such as relocation, temporary 

office space, capital improvements and 

retrofitting. Must be on behalf of an eligible 

business.

TNECD

Samll Business/ 

Entrepreneurship LiftTN: Microenterprise

Pilot grant program; $400K to 5 rural projects 

working with businesses with 5 or fewer 

employees Yes Grant  TBD 5 $400,000 5 or fewer employees

TNECD

Samll Business/ 

Entrepreneurship BERO Resources Online Resources for Starting Businesses Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

TN Smart Start Guide

TVAED

Community 

Development Rural Initiatives Rural Elected Officials workshops Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Economic development training for rural elected 

officials

TVAED

Community 

Development Rural Initiatives Rural Leadership Institute Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Leadership training for rural economic 

development professionals

TVAED

Community 

Development Rural Initiatives Rural Cabinet Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Think tank and sounding board comprised of 

rural economic development officials from 

across the Tennessee Valley

TVAED

Community 

Development Rural Initiatives SOC Grants/Loans No Both: Grant & Loan  N/A N/A  N/A 

Deal closing grants under both competitive and 

special circumstances; Low interest loans

TVAED

Community 

Development

Community 

Development Workshops Community Development Workshops Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Workshops geared towards leadership 

development, prospect development, proposal 

development, BRE programs, retail, ED Org 

development and Product development

TVAED

Product 

Development

Product development 

grants

Grants to help improve a community's 

marketable product No Grant  N/A N/A  N/A 

Competitive versus other communities in the 

Valley. TVA ED assisted by KPMG.

http://tn.gov/assets/entities/ecd/attachments/TNSmartStartupGuide.pdf
http://tn.gov/assets/entities/ecd/attachments/TNSmartStartupGuide.pdf


TDDA

Economic 

Development/Entr

epreneurship

EDA RLF & IRP Loan 

Funds

Gap financing for small businesses to assist 

with job creation and retention-Fixed Assets 

and/or permanent working capital - can 

accept a 2nd or 3rd lien position, typically 

loans are uncollaterized Yes Loan

 Varying amounts depending 

on the size of each 

development district's loan 

portfolio  N/A $150,000 

Must apply as a private for profit entity, required 

job creation and retention required for every $1 

loaned; other financing must be included and for 

every $1 loaned:$2 private money (EDA RLF) and 

cannot exceed 75% of project cost on IRP loans

TDDA

Economic 

Development

U.S. EDA Planning, Grant 

Writing and Project 

Administration

Development of competitive federal grant 

request for funding for public works 

infrastructure, planning & technical 

assistance to help create and/or retain jobs Yes Grant

 Depends on Federal Budgt - 

Region 4 typically has in 

exccess of $15 million N/A $1,500,000 

Must be local government, 501©3 or native 

American Indian Tribe, match requirements vary 

according to level of economic distress

TDDA

Community 

Development

CDBG Project 

Development, Grant 

Writing and Project 

Administration

Grants awarded competitively to small cities 

in 4 categories:  Community Livability, 

Housing, Water & Sewer Line Extensions, 

Water & Sewer System Improvements Yes Grant

 Depends on Federal Budget- 

typically TN gets around $24 

million 50 - 60

 $300,000 - 

Community 

Livability and 

$500,000 for 

other projects 

Projects must meet HUD National Objectives: 

Serve 51% Low and Moderate Income 

Individuals in Target Area; Remove Slums and 

Blight, Address an Iminent Threat and/or 

TDDA

Community 

Development Local Planning Assistance

Provides certified planners to local 

government planning commissions around 

the state for technical and professional 

assistance Yes N/A  N/A 

# of Contracts 

varies in each 

DD; i.e. 24 

contracts at 

SETDD  N/A 

Local Governments with Planning Commissions 

(Fee for Service)

TDDA

Community 

Development

U.S. EPA Brownfields 

Assistance

Regional Planning, Assessment & 

Remediation Grants to perform 

environmental assessments & plan 

redevelopment of brownfield sites Yes Grant  Depends on Federal Budget 

Approx. 6 - 10 

per grant $200,000 Local Governments, Regional Coalitions, etc.

TDDA

Community 

Development

Historical Preservation 

Planners

Identification, listing, & preservation of 

historic assets Yes Grant  Depends on Federal Budget 2 -3/region $15,000 Local Governments, Historical Societies, etc.

TDDA

Community 

Development

TACIR Public 

Infrastructure Survey

Annually DD's compile critical infrastructure 

needs assessment by county N/A  $50,000/DD 1/region

Utilized by local governments for budgeting, 

bond ratings, etc.

TDDA

Community 

Development

TDEC Solid Waste 

Planning

Provide solid waste annual reports and 

assessments; assist loal govnt.with grant 

writing for recycling, used oil disposal, etc. Yes Grant Local Governments, Solid Waste Providers

TDDA

Community 

Development

THDA Grants, Grant 

Administration

Assist with HOME Rehab Projects, Emergency 

Repairs for the Elderly, Trust Fund Projects 

like Rebuild & Recover Assistance Yes Grant

 Depends on THDA Budget 

and Allocations by Program 

 HOME Rehab - 

Up o $500,000; 

$200,000 ERP Local Goverments, Development Districts

TDDA

Community 

Development Regional Covener

Convenes local governments within the 

region to discuss regional approaches to 

transportation, health care, infrastructure 

development and broadband Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TDDA

Economic & 

Community 

Development

Project Development, 

Grant Writing and Grant 

Administration on all 

fronts

TDEC Clean Energy & Conservation Grants; 

ARC & DRA Projects, U. S. Rural 

Development, Local Parks & Recreation, 

Trails & Greenways, FEMA, TDEC 604(b), etc. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

UTIA

Governor's Rural 

Cahllenge

Adancing the Agricultural 

Economy

Increasing rural net worth through improved 

livestock and poultry productiona and 

health; enhancing market development by 

improving crop production efficiency and 

growing Tennessee's vineyards; and 

stimulating rural enterprise innovation by 

expanding value-added agriculture. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Available to all agricultural producers statewide, 

including existing growers and beginning 

farmers.



UTIA

Agricultural and 

Natural Resource 

Research and 

Extension Improving Agriculture

Research and education for farmers and 

rural agribusinesses to increase yields, 

reduce costs, and manage risks. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Research results and education provided on 

campus, at 95 Extension offices, and at 10 

research and education centers.

UTIA

Family and 

Consumer 

Sciences

Supporting Tennessee 

Families

Improving health, financial management, 

nutrition, homes and safety for Tennessee 

families Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Programs offered to all residents in partnership 

with local and state agencies, non-profits, and 

faith-based organizations.

UTIA

Youth 

Development 4-H

Providing positive youth development 

programs to increase life skills Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

4-H is delivered in schools and through project 

and community clubs in all 95 counties through 

the leadership of agents and volunteers.

UTIA

Veterinary 

Medicine Food Animal  Production

Protecting food safety and improving 

livestock health Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

On-campus and field services provide clinical 

services to animal owners.

TDOE

Early Foundations 

and Literacy

Strengthening reading 

instruction 

Deliver existing K-3 reading course with new 

bridge to practice, expand access to literacy 

coaches across the state, etc. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TDOE

High School and 

Bridge to 

Postsecondary Pathways to Prosperity

Pathways connects students in regions to 

local career opportunities beginning in 7th 

grade. It involves deliberate collaboration 

between districts, higher education, business 

and industry, and local 

government/chambers of commerce. No Grant  Up to $8,000,000 5 regions  varies 

Regions apply by creating strategic plans that 

are then evaluated by the Pathways team at 

TDOE. 

TDOE Support Educators

Governor's Academy for 

School Leadership

A unique partnership between the State of 

Tennessee, Vanderbilt University, and local 

districts to select and prepare 20-25 new 

assistant principals. Launching the first 

cohort in January 2016, this one-year 

fellowship will expand the school leader 

pipeline. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TDOE

District 

Empowerment

Centers of Regional 

Excellence (CORE) Offices 

and the Regional 

Educator Strategy 

Networks 

CORE offices meet districts at their point of 

need and put districts together with purpose. 

The idea of networking through the Gates 

grant will allow for expansion of that idea No Grant $1,500,000 60 districts  TBD 

Determined based on receptivity to creating 

networks and location of districts. Three year 

grant award beginning Sept 2015. 

TDOE All Means All Personalized learning

Expand access to and understanding of 

personalized learning to support the needs 

of all students. Work will begin with a pilot 

focused on Algebra I remediation and 

acceleration. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TDOE Technology Additional IT support 

TDOE provides additional IT support for 

connectivity, eRate, and online testing to 

rural districts. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TDTD Tourism

Discover TN Trails and 

Byways

16 driving trails crossing the state designed 

to take visitors off the main thoroughfares 

and into the rural communities Yes N/A

Though we do not have grants/loans, we do 

allow communities and partners to participate in 

our developmental co-op program which 

provides a 1 to 1 match for approved marketing 

projects that expand our brand.



TDTD Tourism Civil War Trails Program 

80% federal funds (through TDOT) to help 

local communities commemorate Civil War 

heritage through markers, signage, etc. Yes Grant

 Budgeted @ $530K in FY 

2016; multi-year grant 

ending in FY 2016. 

Federal funds cover 80% of the cost of markers, 

and local communities and/or state cover the 

remaining 20%.  Site must be vetted for 

authenticity thru the State Historian, Dr. Carroll 

Van West, and site will agree to annual 

maintenance fee of $200 after first year of 

particiation.  

TDTD Tourism

Tennessee Music 

Pathway

1,200 mile driving trail encompassing 

Tennessee's musical history, venues, 

musicians, etc. and criss-crossed by all 16 

DTTB Trails No N/A

Will use Welcome Centers as hubs to create 

interest and take travelers off the interstates and 

onto the state's various rural routes, etc.

TDTD Tourism Agritourism

Recognize agriculture's impact to tourism 

through vineyards, distilleries, breweries, 

various festivals, fairs, and culinary 

opportunities No N/A Partner with Agriculture, others

TDTD Tourism Retire Tennessee

Recognize the impact of tourism's repeat 

visitation that helps promotes retirees to 

relocate to TN No N/A

TDTD Tourism Adventure Tourism

Based upon approved Adventure Tourism 

Zones, create job opportuities and 

development for rafting, kayaking, trail 

riding, etc. No N/A Partner with Reevnue and ECD

TDTD Tourism Industry Education

Various training sessions and networking 

opportunities through both state and 

national trade organizations No N/A US Travel, TNHTA, STS, Others

TDTD Tourism

Regional Training 

Seminars

Work with local communities to assist with 

various tourism needs, opportunities, etc. No N/A Varies

TDTD Tourism Developmental Co-op

$855K budgeted to provide matching grants 

to partners for approved marketing projects 

that expand our brand.  The amount varies 

based upon budget allocation. Yes Grant  Varies by project 

Partner applications vary by project, however 

there is specific criteria.  We can attach the 

documentation.

TDTD Tourism

Welcome Center 

Familiarization (FAM) 

Tours

Work with partners across the state to 

familiarize welcome centers staff with 

various points of interest so that WC staff is 

well versed on all Tennessee attractions. No N/A

 Trips vary by region of 

visitation. 

TDTD Tourism Vacation Guides

Official Tennessee Vacation Guide, a 225 

page magazine-format guide.  TDTD prints 

550,000 and provides an eGuide and 

vacation guide App. The guide includes free 

listings for all tourism partners – attractions, 

hotels, campsites and state parks. No N/A

TDTD Tourism News Bureau

TDTD’s PR Team provides PR services to 

tourism partners, including servicing press 

releases, local and hot news features on 

tnvacation.com/press, as well as the 

distribution of news via weekly tourism 

round-ups and active social media postings 

and tweets via Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest 

and Instagram. No N/A



TDTD Tourism Highway Maps

TDTD works in cooperation with TDOT to 

produce the TN state highway map, literally 

driving traffic to destinations throughout the 

state. 1.5 million maps are printed and 

distributed via Welcome Centers, Rest Areas 

and  U.S. mail. No N/A

TDTD Tourism

Other Marketing 

Opportunities

Various other marketing and co-operative 

advertising opportunities to be determined 

during course of year. No N/A

UT-IPS Existing Industry

Center for Industrial 

Services

Performance Improvement Solutions for 

manufacturers including: Quality and Lean 

process improvements, Innovation 

Engineering, Six Sigma, and faculty-led 

problem solving projects Yes N/A 400

Existing firm with operations in Tennessee. Most 

projects require cost sharing from companies 

benefiting from the work. State and federal 

matching funds help keep direct costs to 

companies more affordable.

UT-IPS Existing Industry

Center for Industrial 

Services

Sustainability Solutions for manufacturers 

including: Energy Management analyses; 

Economy, Energy, and Environment 

assessments; Environmental assessments for 

all waste streams; and Recycle/Reuse 

assistance Yes N/A 24

Existing firm with operations in Tennessee.  Most 

projects require cost sharing from companies 

benefiting from the work. State and federal 

matching funds help keep direct costs to 

companies more affordable.

UT-IPS Existing Industry

Center for Industrial 

Services

Regulatory Solutions for manufacturers 

including: Health and Safety assessments, 

technical assistance and training to assure 

compliance with regulatory requirements 

and Environmental assessments, technical 

assistance and training to assure compliance 

with regulatory requirements. Yes N/A 90

Existing firm with operations in Tennessee. Most 

projects require cost sharing from companies 

benefiting from the work. State and federal 

matching funds help keep direct costs to 

companies more affordable.

UT-IPS Existing Industry

Center for Industrial 

Services Procurement Technical Assistance Center Yes N/A 400

Assists Tennessee's manufacturers and small 

businesses seeking to enter federal, state and 

local government procurement supply chains.  

Technical assistance and training is offered 

without direct charge to companies due to 

financial support provided by the U.S. 

Department of Defense and the State of 

Tennessee.

UT-IPS Existing Industry

Center for Industrial 

Services EDA University Center Yes N/A 40

Through funding provided by the U.S. Economic 

Development Administration (EDA) and matched 

by the State of Tennessee, the UT University 

Center program helps Tennessee businesses 

and communities improve their economic 

competitiveness by helping firms and workers 

apply innovative processes, technologies, and 

leadership techniques. Most projects require 

some fees from customers to help offset project 

costs.

UT-IPS Existing Industry

Center for Industrial 

Services ExporTech Yes N/A 12

In partnership with State and Federal 

organizations, UT-CIS helps Tennessee 

companies develop a simple, actionable 

international growth plan with the support of an 

experienced coach. Participating firms help 

share the cost of developing the plan.



UT-IPS

Economic 

Development

Center for Industrial 

Services

Tennessee Certified Economic Developer 

(TCED) Training Program Yes N/A 250

In partnership with the Tennessee Economic 

Development Council and the Tennessee 

Department of Economic and Community 

Development, UT-CIS hosts Tennessee's 

certificate training program designed for 

economic development practitioners and 

government leaders throughout the state.  

Training participants pay fees for each course. 

Topics include the range of issues faced by state 

and local economic development professionals 

statewide.

UT-IPS

Economic 

Development

Center for Industrial 

Services Specialized Training Curricula Yes N/A 2000

In partnership with individual industrial sectors, 

firms or major projects, UT-CIS develops 

targeted training programs to address specific 

challenges.  Recent examples include: Nissan 

Supplier Quality Development Program, the 

Nuclear Industry Supplier Development 

Program, and the OSHA Training Institute.

UT-IPS

Economic 

Development

Center for Industrial 

Services Made In Tennessee Yes N/A 4000

Market development initiative created by the 

Tennessee General Assembly to promote 

opportunities for Tennessee manufacturers to 

brand their products as Made in Tennessee and 

to promote more business-to-business trade 

between Tennessee firms. Tennessee 

manufacturing firms seeking to secure this 

designation may apply with UT-CIS to use the 

trademark and access a website to promote 

business-to-business opportunities.

UT-IPS

Community 

Development

County Technical 

Assistance Service County Government Finance and Operations Yes N/A 95

CTAS staff can assist Tennessee county leaders 

working in their official capacities in 

understanding local revenue options and 

financial strategies to support local economic 

development plans. In most cases, no direct fees 

are charged to support these projects.

UT-IPS

Community 

Development

Municipal Technical 

Advisory Service

Municipal Government Finance and 

Operations Yes N/A 345

MTAS staff can assist Tennessee municipal 

leaders working in their official capacities in 

understanding local revenue options and 

financial strategies to support local economic 

development plans. In most cases, no direct fees 

are charged to support these projects.

UT-IPS

Economic 

Development

DRIVE! for the Future 

Investing in 

Manufacturing 

Communities 

Partnership (IMCP)

UT leads a 15 member, four-state consortium 

of private and public sector organizations, 

including the Tennessee Department of 

Economic Development, the Tennessee 

Board of Regents, the Tennessee Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry and many other 

valued partners, that are seeking to grow the 

existing automotive cluster within a 69-

county region.  The federal IMCP designation 

gives preference to federal grant solicitations 

for projects receiving endorsement from 

IMCP designated communities. Yes Grant

 Competitive grants up to 

$1.3 billion nationally from 

13 funding agencies N/A

Project proposals must contribute to the work 

agenda supported by the DRIVE! IMCP strategy 

and must benefit at least one of the 54 

Tennessee counties included in the DRIVE! core 

service region.



UT

Economic 

Development

Institute for Advanced 

Composites 

Manufacturing 

Innovation (IACMI)

A $250 million public-private partnership 

created to increase domestic production 

capacity, grow manufacturing and create 

jobs across the US composite industry. This 

collaboration of industry, research 

institutions and state partners is committed 

to accelerating development and adoption of 

cutting-edge manufacturing technologies for 

low-cost, energy-efficient manufacturing of 

advanced polymer composites for vehicles, 

wind turbines, and compressed gas storage. Yes N/A

This multi-state partnership can help firms and 

entrepreneurs working to develop and deploy 

new products and services aimed toward the 

composites industry. Some project cost-sharing 

is usually expected.

USDA

Business & 

Cooperatives

Business and Industry 

Loan Guarantee

To create jobs/stimulate rural economies by 

providing financial backing for rural 

businesses.   Uses:  Real estate, buildings, 

equipment, supplies, working capital and 

some debt refinancing. Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

All areas except cities over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized areas.  Lender and 

borrower negotiate terms.  Up to 30 years for 

real estate, 15 years for machinery and 

equipment and 7 years for working capital.

USDA

Business & 

Cooperatives

Rural Development 

Business Grant (RDBG)

Finance and facilitate the development of 

small and emerging private business 

enterprises.  Uses: Refinancing, land 

acquisition, revolving funds, construction, 

equipment, access streets and roads, utility 

and service extensions and rural distance 

learning networks. Grant

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

All areas except cities over 50,000 and their 

contiguous urbanized areas.  Amount based on 

funding availability, funding priority and national 

goals.

USDA

Business & 

Cooperatives

Rural Economic 

Development 

Loans/Grants (REDLG)

Finance economic development and job 

creation in rural areas.  Uses:  Business 

Startups or expansion projects that create 

rural jobs. Direct loan or grant to establish 

revolving loan fund.  Intermediary makes 

loans to for-profit or non-profit businesses 

and public bodies.  Loans are 0% for 10 

years. Both: Grant & Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

Rural areas with priority to places with 

populations of 2,500 or less. 

USDA Utilities

Water/Waste Disposal 

Loans and Grants

Provide infrastructure for rural areas.  Uses:  

Build, repair and improve public water 

systems and waste collection and treatment 

systems. Both: Grant & Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

Rural areas and towns with up to 10,000 

population.  Repayment period is a maximum of 

40 years.  Grant funds may be available.

USDA Utilities

Solid Waste Management 

Grants

Provide technical assistance and/or training 

to those who operate and maintain active 

landfills. Uses:  Technical assistance and 

training to improve landfill conditions and 

protect against threats to nearby water 

resources. Grant

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

Rural areas and towns with up to 10,000 

population.  Applications accepted year-round.  

Complete applications submitted to National 

Office for review.

USDA Utilities

Distance Learning and 

Telemedicine

Development and deployment of advances 

telecommunication services throughout rural 

America to improve education and 

healthcare.  Uses:  To provide end-user 

equipment and programming that delivers 

distance learning and telemedicine services 

into eligible areas. Both: Grant & Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

Rural areas outside incorporated or 

unincorporated cities with a population over 

20,000.  Matching funds are required.



USDA Utilities Community Connect

Provide public access to broadband in 

otherwise unserved communities. Uses:  To 

build broadband infrastructure and establish 

a community center which offers free public 

access to broadband for two years. Grant

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

A single community outside incorporated or 

unincorporated cities with a population over 

20,000 which does not have broadband.

USDA

Community 

Facilities

Rural Community 

Development Initiative 

To facilitate housing, community facility and 

community economic development projects.  

Uses: Technical assistance grants of $50,000 

to $300,000 to development the capacity and 

ability of the awardees to carry out needed 

project. Grant

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

City, town or unincorporated area of not more 

than 50,000 in population. Matching funds are 

required for grant. Private nonprofit or public 

organizations, philanthropic foundations, low 

income communities.

USDA

Community 

Facilities

Community Facilities 

Loans and Grants

Improve, develop, or finance essential 

community facilities for rural communities. 

Uses:  Construct, enlarge,, or otherwise 

improve essential community facilities, such 

as public safety, fire and rescue, 

telecommunications, schools, libraries, 

hospitals, other healthcare facilities, etc. This 

may include furnishing, fixtures and other 

required equipment. Both: Grant & Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

City, town or unincorporated area of not more 

than 20,000 in population. Facilities must 

primarily serve rural residents. 

USDA Housing

Single Family Home 

Ownership Direct Loans

Buy, build, improve, repair or rehabilitate the 

rural home as the applicants permanent 

residence. Uses: Buy, build, improve, repair 

or rehabilitate the rural home as the 

applicant's permanent residence. Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

For rural areas with population of up to 35,000. 

Up to 100% of market value or cost. Loan term 

of 33/38 years. Applicant may be eligible for 

payment assistance (subsidy) on the loan.

USDA Housing

Single Family Home 

Ownership Guaranteed 

Loans

To assist moderate income 

applicants/households in buying their homes 

by guaranteeing loans made by private 

lenders. Uses: Purchase new or existing 

home and refinance existing Rural 

Development guaranteed or direct loans. Loan

 Dependent upon the Federal 

Budget N/A  N/A 

Rural areas with populations of up to 35,000.  30 

year, fixed rate, interest rate is negotiated 

between lender and borrower.  Loans up to 

100% of market value plus the amount of the up-

front guarantee fee being financed.

L&WFD Employer Services Jobs4TN Employer job posting service No  No cost to company 5,000

Must create account and register to use features 

to include resume screening, client match and 

referrals

L&WFD Employer Services

Incumbent Worker 

Training Grants

At-risk company grants to upgrade skills of 

existing workers Yes Grant

 $833,617 (max allowed 

under federal allocation and 

pending board approval.  

Amount varies based on 

annual allocation. 

 Grant not to 

exceed $25,000 

and must 

include a 

company 

match On-line application

L&WFD Employer Services

Apprenticeship 

Assistance Grants

Supports companies to register 

apprenticeship programs and apply for funds 

to support new hires Yes Grant $1,000,000 ?

 Capped at 

$50,000 and 

can be used for 

OJT or 

classroom 

instruction On-line application

L&WFD Employer Services

Work Opportunity Tax 

Credits Yes

 IRS/SSA tax credits targeting 

at-risk population which 

varies 

PY 2013  Tax 

credits 

estimated at 

$150 M with 

54,000 

participants 

certified

 IRS filing with 

appropriate 

documents 

On-line process and moving towards automated 

uploads for pay-roll proccessing firms



L&WFD Governance 

Workforce Innovation 

and Opportunity Act

Federal Workforce Initiative supporting 

employment and training for eligible 

customers

 Formula allocation based on 

several data elements $54M 

 13 local 

workforce 

development 

areas operated 

by local boards 

certified by the 

Governor of 

the State. 

Programs vary based on several factors 

including the structure of the administrative 

entity.  Each LWIA can provide several additional 

grants that target training and coonection to 

employment.  Primary service strategy provides 

training accounts to eligible participants for 

education, certifications and support services to 

increase likelihood to achieve successful 

completion.  Support services usually includes 

childcare and transportation assistance.  

Funding focused on eligibility:  Unemployed or 

unemployed adults, dislocated workers, youth.  

State Workforce Board appointed by the 

Governor provide oversight and 

recommendations to the Governor.

L&WFD Infrastructure Wagner Peyser

Funds the American Job Center and Mobile 

units

Menu of 

Labor 

Exchange 

Services

 Connection between 

employers and job seekers $13M

 23 

comprehensive 

centers offering 

and three 

mobile units 

targeting 

outreach to 

rural counties 

Participant services include:  Initial assessment, 

Training information as appropriate, Workshops, 

Labor Market Informatiom (including supply, 

demand, Hot Jobs), Resume preparation, Resource 

rooms, federal bonding assistance, Job search, job 

referral including career counseling, Referral to 

educational services, referral to WIOA, referral to 

Adult Education

L&WFD

Partner 

engagement All programs Support partner agency initiatives

Collaborativ

es  Connectivity  Joint initiatives 

Gov. Workforce SubCabinet, Gov. Childrens 

Subcabinet, Workforce 360, State Workforce 

Board, Pathways TN, Disability employment 

initiatives, many more!

L&WFD SNAP E&T USDA

Employment and training opportunities for 

SNAP clients

 Funding through USDA 

ranges based on annual 

enrollment and services 

provided. 

 Targeted service strategy to connect SNAP 

clients with qualifying job search, training and 

employment opportunities.  Voluntary program 

in 43 counties. 

L&WFD Veterans

Veterans employer 

outreach and disabled 

veterans services to 

assist connecting 

veterans to employers

Staffing grant through submitted plan and 

allocation methodology

Approximatel

y $3.5 M

As with all programs performance targets are set 

and measured to drive high quality service 

strategy

L&WFD

Senior Community 

Service 

Employment 

Program

Seniors subsidized 

employment project Included under WIOA combined plan Approx. $1.6M

Targets eligible seniors (over 50) in a subsidized 

employment model.

L&WFD

Trade Adjustment 

Assistance

Dislocations due to off-

shoring Included in WIOA plan

 Grant assists workers 

affected through off-shoring 

to train in new skill areas.   

Ranges based 

on approved 

petitions 

through 

USDOL



L&WFD Adult Education

Assist adults to become 

literate, basic skills 

proficient and obtain the 

knowledge and skills 

necessary for 

employment and 

economic self-sufficiency

Academic instruction and education to assist 

individuals in obtaining a secondary diploma, 

enter post-secondary training, obtain 

employment; and to assist immigrants and 

others who are English Lanugage Learners 

through high school equivalency preparation 

classes, basic skills deficiency courses, 

distance education classes, in-class 

instruction, test vouchers for qualifying 

students Yes N/A N/A Varies Varies

An eligibile individual who may receive 

Tennessee Adult Education services, must be at 

least 17 years of age and not under compulsory 

attendance and is basic skills deficient in reading 

or math, or lacks a high school diploma or 

equivalency, or is an English language learner.

L&WFD

Workplace 

Regulation and 

Compliance Training grant

Operate a Mine Safety and Health 

Administration state grant Yes No

Focus is on training for coal, metal and nonmetal 

miners/mines located across Tennessee, not just 

rural.

L&WFD Workplace Safety

Safey and Health in the 

Workplace

Provide consultative assistance to employers 

to help them provide a safe and healthful 

workplace Yes No

Available to employers with less than 250 

employees on site or 500 corporate wide

L&WFD

Unemployment 

Insurance Workforce Assistance

Provides unemployed workers with 

temporary monetary support No No

Maximum 

benefit of $275 

per week for a 

maximum of 26 

weeks

Unemployed worker should be unemployed 

through no fault of their own, be able and 

available to work, and complete work search 

requirements

TDH

Community 

Health

Primary Prevention 

Initiatives

initiate / support local projects to prevent 

obesity, physical inactivity, tobacco use, 

substance abuse, infant mortality, teen 

pregnancy, suicide, injuries) yes Grant  N/A N/A  varies 

prevention projects selected, planned and 

supported by local public health departments 

TDH

Chronic Disease 

Prevention / 

management Project Diabetes

training and coordination support for 

diabetes prevention and self-management 

programs yes Grant health departments and other providers

TDH

Tobacco 

Prevention Tobacco Settlement

community-level planning, implementation 

and evaluation yes Grant  $5M year / 3 years 95  varies 

led by community coalition, local health 

department engaged

TDH

Disparities 

Elimination

Engagement of 

minorities and 

communities with 

disparities

support for outreach / engagement of 

communities with disparities yes Grant $800,000 varies  $250-$5000 

local health departments, community and faith-

based organizations

TDH Rural Health 

Small Hospital 

Improvement Project

funding and technical assistance for quality 

improvement in small rural hospitals yes Grant $200,000 24 $9,000 small rural hospitals

TDH Rural Health Safety Net 

support medical and dental services for 

uninsured yes Grant $12,000,000 N/A  varies non-profit and public entities, patient eligibility

TDH Rural Health 

Loan Repayment 

Program

financial support to assist with repayment of 

professional education loans yes Grant $630,000 varies

 up to $60,000 

dependent on 

certification, 

level of funding 

and applicants 

primary care providers (physicians, advanced 

nurse practitioners, physician assistants, 

dentists) in underserved communities

TDH Rural Health FLEX

quality improvement for providers serving 

Medicare populations yes Grant  N/A N/A  N/A providers serving Medicare patients



TDEC - Office 

of Energy 

Policy

k-12 Energy 

Education

Energy Education Camps 

for k-12 Educators 

OEP Energy Education Camps for Educators 

consist of four-day training sessions and are 

offered free of charge. The camps provide 

information and resources needed to teach 

the science of energy and energy 

conservation in the classroom, while helping 

students to become leaders in their schools 

and communities. Camp activities address 

Tennessee science curriculum standards. In 

addition, participants receive a stipend of 

$200 each to purchase materials for 

classrooms or after-school programs. Yes Grant $59,800 100 $598.00 K-12 educator in Tennessee

TDEC - Office 

of Energy 

Policy

k-12 Energy 

Education

National Energy 

Education Development 

Project (NEED)

The mission of the NEED Project is to 

promote an energy conscious and educated 

society by creating effective networks of 

students, educators, businesses, 

government, and community leaders to 

design and deliver objective, multi-sided 

energy education programs. TDEC OEP is the 

State sponsor of the NEED program in TN. Yes Grant $13,350 9 $1,483.00

Applicants must submit a NEED project and win 

at the State level. OEP provides partial 

sponsorship for one (1) teacher and two (2) 

students from three (3) winning schools in 

Tennessee to attend the NEED Youth Awards 

Conference in Washington, D.C. Costs include 

lodging, meals, ground transportation, and 

airfare. 

TDEC - Office 

of Energy 

Policy

Stimulating 

Energy 

Investments in 

Hard-To-Reach 

Public Sectors.

2013 U.S. DOE State 

Energy Program (SEP) 

Competitive Award

To provide education, outreach and technical 

assistance to – and serve as technical 

assistance provider for – at least 10 local 

governments and 8 public housing 

authorities (PHA) to drive demand for energy 

improvements investment of $20 million in 

Tennessee with the goal of achieving annual 

savings of $3 million for participating 

entities.  Yes N/A  n/a n/a

No cost 

technical 

assistance

Public school districts, local governments 

(counties and municipalities), and public housing 

authorities in the State of Tennessee

TDEC - Office 

of Energy 

Policy Energy Efficiency 

Pathway Lending Energy 

Efficiency Loan Program 

(EELP)

EELP launched in the fall of 2010 with the 

purpose of establishing a low-interest 

revolving loan fund to assist commercial and 

industrial businesses in implementing energy 

efficiency and renewable energy 

improvements, which, in turn, reduce 

operating costs, improve productivity, and 

make Tennessee businesses more 

competitive. The State of Tennessee 

currently funds $14 million of this 

approximately $33 million revolving loan 

fund. TVA is also a contributor. Pathway 

Lending operates and manages the program. No Loan

A total of $24,019,639 was 

available at the end of 2014. 

Loans closed in 2014 totaled 

$2,846,289, and $2,669,600 

revolved through principal 

payoffs in 2014.  As of the 

October 2015 update: 

outstanding loans totaled 

$8,861,158; loans in closing 

totaled $791,000; funds 

undrawn totaled $2,439,069; 

and applications in 

underwriting totaled 

$125,000. n/a varies

Loans are available to all commercial, including 

for profit and not-for-profit, and industrial 

facilities in Tennessee. EELP;s current interest 

rates on its Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

Energy loans to 2% for 5-year terms or 5% for 10-

year terms. TDEC secured a recent amendment 

to the appropriations language which will allow 

the program to be expanded to include local 

governments and quasi-governmental entities.  

Pathway Lending and OEP staff are meeting with 

the Comptroller's Office on 10.16.15 to discuss 

the expansion.  If approved, we hope to launch 

the expansion in early 2016.  Eligible projects for 

the EELP include: efficient equipment upgrades; 

lighting; HVAC/mechanical upgrades; building 

retrofits, including cool roofs; renewable energy 

projects; co-generation. 



TDEC - Office 

of External 

Affairs Small Business

Small Business 

Environmental 

Assistance Program

Program provides assistance to small 

businesses for environmental questions 

across the different regulatory divisions 

within TDEC. This includes permitting 

assistance, identification and understanding 

of rules that affect the business, and 

assistance with paperwork or practices 

required to comply with environmental rules. 

Program also provides a point of contact for 

small businesses to ask any environmental 

question or what permits and rules affect 

them when considering starting a new 

business. No N/A

Business employs 100 or fewer employees and is 

not considered a major source (Title V source) of 

air pollution. Alternatively, business does not 

have a full time employee dedicated to 

environmental issues.

TDEC - Parks 

& 

Conservation Land Acquisition

Heritage Conservation 

Trust Fund

The Tennessee Heritage Conservation Fund 

Act was signed into law on September 15, 

2005.  The Fund was established to avoid the 

bureaucracy of state government by 

providing more flexibility than the State Land 

Acquisition Fund.  The Act created a 

mechanism for the state to work with public 

and private partners for the conservation 

and protection of priority lands by 

authorizing the Fund to accept private 

donations and contributions.  The Act also 

authorized the Fund to establish a 501(c)(3) 

to assist in raising private donations for land 

conservation.   Yes Grant

$                          

   1,600,000.00 

Applications are accepted from educational, 

governmental, non-profit land and water 

conservation organizations and municipal and 

county governments to assist the State of 

Tennessee in acquiring land for preservation and 

conservation purposes

TDEC - Office 

of 

Sustainable 

Practices

County/City 

Government

Energy Conservation and 

Renewable Energy 

Projects

Funding provided statewide to eligible 

entities to support energy conservation and 

renewable energy projects. Yes Grant  $4,000,000 to $5,000,000 varies $250,000 

50% or greater match required- can be in-kind 

for city/county governments, entities created out 

of statute like authorities

TDEC - Office 

of 

Sustainable 

Practices

County/City 

Government

Unwanted 

Pharmaceuticals Take-

Back Program

TDEC provides a complimentary bin for 

unwanted pharmaceutical collection to local 

Sheriff/Police Dept. No N/A

all requests 

considered 

while supplies 

last

Must offer secure location and properly dispose 

of drugs.

TDEC - Office 

of 

Sustainable 

Practices Industry 

TN Green Star 

Partnership

Voluntary Recognition Program for industry 

committed to sustainability Yes N/A no max

Must have EMS or ISO 14001 certification and be 

in regulatory compliance

TDEC - Office 

of 

Sustainable 

Practices

Water and 

Wastewater 

Treatment 

Outreach Energy Efficiency

Complimentary assessments for evaluating 

systems for optimal energy efficiency Yes N/A

all requests 

considered 

while program 

is available City/County Government facility

TDEC - Office 

of 

Sustainable 

Practices Radon Outreach Indoor Air Quality

TDEC offers outreach and assistance through 

exhibit booths, presentations, and 

complimentary test kit dissemination Yes N/A

all requests 

considered 

while program 

is available Public/Private entities

TDEC - 

Recreational 

Education 

Services

Cities and 

Counties Recreation  Grants 

Local Parks and Recreation Fund grants 

(LWCF) No Grant  3.5 million unknown  250K  meet the application process



TDEC - 

Recreational 

Education 

Services

Cities and 

Counties and 

State agenices

Trail program 

development Recreation Trail Program( RTP) No Grant  1.2 million unknown  200K meet the application process

TDEC - 

Recreational 

Education 

Services

Cities and 

Counties and 

State Parks

Outdoor recreation 

grants Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) No Grant  800K unknown 

 not 

determined meet the application process

TDEC - 

Recreational 

Education 

Services City and Counties

Hiring a professional 

Park Director for the local 

government

Tennessee Recreation Inatitive Program 

(TRIP) No Grant  75K 3  25K meet the application process

TDEC - 

Division of 

Remediation

Local 

Governments

provide funding for 

better local government 

and public 

understanding of issues 

involving Department of 

Energy Operations on 

the Oak Ridge 

Reservation.

promote local government involvement and 

public awareness in the continued 

Department of Energy operations on the Oak 

Ridge Reservation, including, but not limited 

to the environmental restoration process Yes Grant  $                             167,911.00 1  $    167,911.00 

Participation restricted to local governments 

affected by Department of Energy operations on 

the Oak Ridge Reservation

TDEC - 

Division of 

Remediation Brownfields Technical Assistance

Staff available throughout the state to 

provide communities and local government 

technical assistance for EPA Brownfields 

grant applications Yes N/A

Communities/local governments with real or 

perceived brownfields that need to be assessed 

and cleaned up for redevelopment

TDEC - 

Division of 

Remediation Brownfields Outreach

Staff available to provide communities and 

local government presentations or one-on-

one meetings to explain what EPA 

Brownfields grants are available and how to 

apply Yes N/A

Communities/local governments with real or 

perceived brownfields that need to be assessed 

and cleaned up for redevelopment

TDEC - 

Division of 

Remediation Redevelopment

Voluntary Cleanup, 

Oversight and Assistance 

Program

Work with willing and able participants to 

investigate and, when necessary, cleanup 

impaired properties--Division can provide 

technical review and assistance and when 

applicable, liability protection Yes N/A

Individuals or businesses who are willing and 

financially able to address potential 

contamination at a site

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management Waste Reduction Waste Reduction Grant

The Waste Reduction Grants program enables 

local governments and non-profit recycling 

organizations working with local governments 

to purchase equipment and facilities to 

promote waste reduction. No Grant Varies based on year

Varies based 

on solicitation

Varies based on 

solicitation

Projects must be designed to reduce the amount of 

waste going to the landfill. For local governments, 

and non-profits. 

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Increase Access to 

Recycling Options

Recycling Equipment 

Grant 

The Recycling Equipment Grants program 

enables local governments and non-profit 

recycling organizations working with local 

governments to purchase key pieces of 

recycling equipment. No Grant $200,000 

8-12 but varies 

based on 

project 

proposals Up to $25,000

Project must be for key pieces of recycling 

equipment.  Facilities improvements are ineligible.  

Some equipment may be ineligible.  For local 

governments, and non-profits.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Infrastructure 

Development Compost Grants

Grants to establish compost facilities and 

provide compost equipment for existing 

composting facilities. No Grant Special Special Special

Projects must be designed to increase composting 

and meet certain minimal requirements.



TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Infrastructure 

Development Used Oil Grants

Assists in the establishment of DYI Used Oil 

Collection points across the state. No Grant $500,000 No Max $50,100 

Tennessee municipalities, counties and counties 

having a metropolitan form of government to 

establish and operate used oil collection centers at 

publicly owned facilities or other suitable public or 

private locations are eligible for funding 

consideration.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management Clean up Grants Tire Site Cleanup Grant

The waste tire cleanup grant is a grant 

designed to assist local governments in the 

cleanup of unpermitted waste tire sites. 

Eligibility for this grant is determined by 

priority as established by the eight 

Environmental Field Offices. Each grant cycle, 

two sites from each field office are invited to 

compete for funds to assist in the cleanup of 

these un-permitted waste tire sites. Lien on 

property is required equal to cleanup costs. No Grant Funds Available No Max Funds Available

Eligibility determined by eight Environmental Field 

Offices.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Remediation of Old 

Closed Landfills Old Closed Landfill Grant

The grant may be used for the investigation 

and corrective action at Class I landfills 

determined by the Department to be causing 

contamination of ground water and harm to 

health or the environment. No Grant Special Special Special

Tennessee counties or municipalities are eligible 

for this grant offering, if:

• they operated a Class I landfill permitted by the 

Department that is now closed; and,

• the closed landfill does not have a composite 

liner system; and,

• the Department determines that the landfill is 

causing harm to health or the environment 

through contamination of ground water.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Increase Access to 

Recycling Options Hub and Spoke Grants

Hub and spoke projects are defined as a 

recycling collection and processing system 

operated by three or more local governments, 

solid waste authorities, non-profit recycling 

organizations working together to receive cost 

advantages through increased recycling 

volumes.  This grant supports the development 

of a network of these facilities across 

Tennessee. No Grant Varies based on year

Varies based 

on solicitation

Varies based on 

solicitation

County, municipalities, solid waste authorities, and 

non-profits with eligible projects.  Projects must 

promote the partnership of 3 or more local 

governments and in accordance with the Recycling 

Hub and Spoke Plan.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management HHW Management

HHW Mobile Collection 

Events

Provide HHW mobile collection events for 

counties. Yes NA NA 50 NA

Must provide BOPAE collection services in county 

on a year around basis and make request bid to 

sponsor event.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management HHW Management HHW  Milk Run Pickups

A low cost way of assisting local governments 

in the collection and disposal of HHW 

materials.  TDEC provides milk run pickups of 

precollected materials. Yes NA NA No Max NA

Must meet any permitting requirements if 

applicable through DSWM.  Properly store 

materials and call for pickup.

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management HHW Management BOPAE Management

Division provides technical assistance in the 

management of Batteries, Oil, Paint, Antifreeze 

and electronics. Yes NA NA No Max NA NA



TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management HHW Management

Permanent HHW 

Collection Facility 

Operation and 

Maintenance Grants

Operation and maintenance grants to subsidize 

the operation of Tennessee's four permanent 

HHW collection facilities. Yes Grant $340,000 4 $85,000 

Must be one of the Tennessee's HHW permanent 

collection facilities.  

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Solid Waste 

Planning

Technical Assistance thru 

Development Districts

Technical assistance provided by the 

Development Districts to local governments on 

Solid Waste Management system development Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Recycling Systems, 

Markets, and 

Economics

Technical Assistance thru 

SERDC 

Technical assistance provided by the Southeast 

Recycling Development Council to assist in the 

design of recycling systems, development of 

recycling markets and economic recycling 

policy Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Solid Waste 

Planning Workshops

Workshops on solid waste and material 

management planning, completion of Annual 

Progress Reports and general technical 

assistance Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Integrated Solid 

Waste 

Management

Workshops on specific 

areas of solid waste 

management

Workshops on various solid waste, waste 

reduction and recycling topics to improve local 

government operations Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management

Integrated Solid 

Waste 

Management Technical Assistance 

Site visits by DSWM staff to provide technical 

assistance on solid waste and materials 

management issue. Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management Data Management

Technical Assistance in 

Data Preparation including 

GIS services, report 

preparation, etc.

Provide customers data, reports, and GIS 

mapping services for local governments Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-Division 

of Solid 

Waste 

Management Used Oil Used Oil Hotline

Provide DYIers location of used oil collection 

sites in the county Yes NA NA No Max NA NA

TDEC-UST

Underground 

Storage Tanks Abandoned Facilities

Counties and cities are often reluctant to 

take possession of properties where 

abandoned USTs remain buried.  This project 

is intended to help return abandoned 

properties to usefulness by removing old 

petroleum USTs from the ground. Yes N/A  This is not grant funding N/A  N/A 

Contact the Division of Underground Storage 

Tanks



TDEC-

Division of 

Water 

Resources-

DW State 

Revolving 

Fund Loan 

Program

Community Public 

Drinking Water 

Infrastructure 

Needs

Funding assistance to 

address public drinking 

water needs

Drinking water infrastructure improvements 

including things such as: treatment plants, 

storage facilities, distribution system 

improvements and expansions. No Loan

 On average over the last 5 

years, $ 9.5 million 

Capitalization Grant loaned 

for Drinking Water.  

On average, 

12 

communities 

or local 

governments

 Loans average 

$2.5 M 

SRF DW loans are available to local governments, 

utilities and privately owned community water 

systems. Projects and requests must appear on 

the priority ranking list, which is prepared each 

year and considers factors such as public health, 

water quality and quantity matters. 

TDEC-

Division of 

Water 

Resources-

CW State 

Revolving 

Fund Loan 

Program

Community Public 

Wastewater 

Infrastructure 

Needs

Funding assistance to 

address public 

wastewater needs

Wastewater infrastruce improvements 

including: wastewater treatment plants, 

upgrades, collection system repairs such as 

I&I, stormwater management, etc. No Loan

 On average over the last 5 

years, $ 20.0 million 

Capitalization Grant loaned 

for Clean Water.  

On average, 

18 

communities 

or local 

governments

 Loans average 

$4 M 

SRF CW loans are avaialble only to local 

governments. Projects and requests must also 

appear on a priority ranking list that considers 

public health concerns, system compliance, 

inadequate infrastructure / needed upgrades, 

advanced treatment technology and green 

projects.  

TDEC-

Division of 

Water 

Resources - 

SRF-Small 

Water 

System Set-

Aside

Small Water 

System Technical 

Assistance

Assisting with regulatory 

compliance

2% of DW Cap Grant each year is funneled 

through TDEC's Fleming Training Center to 

support Small Water System knowledge and 

regulatory enhancement Yes N/A  On average, $185,000/yr NA  NA 

Small Water Systems are defined as those public 

water systems serving less than 10,000 

customers. Small systems have less available 

resources typically to secure needed training 

and assistance for regulatory compliance. 

TDEC-

Division of 

Water 

Resources - 

Healthy 

Watershed 

Initiative

Improvements in  

land practices and 

indepth studies 

that lead to 

improved water 

quality. Improved Water Quality

Various projects across the state 

(approximately 6 per year for two years) such 

as: No Grant  $458,000 total 5

 On average, 

$125,000 

Anyone can apply. Applicants make application 

and eligibility is outlined in the RFP. 

TDEC-

Division of 

Water 

Resources - 

604b 

Planning 

Grants

Statewide 

planning projects 

for improved 

water quality

Improved Water Quality 

through EPA 604b 

funding

Each year involves different areas of priority. 

For instance, past efforts have involved plant 

optimization and stormwater BMPs. No Grant  Apprimately $85,000/yr 

Over the last 

two years, we 

had 3 one 

year and 2 the 

next. 

 Varies from 

$15,000 to 

$85,000 

Must be a development district and must be for 

planning only. RFP outlines other minor 

requirements.

TDEC-WTRBA

Streams & 

Wetlands

West Tennessee River 

Basin Authority

Flood Risk Reduction, Channel Stabilization, 

Infrastructure Protection, Ecosystem 

Restoration, Stream Maintenance Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A 

Must be a participating member of the 20 

County geographic area served by the WTRBA 

(i.e., Benton, Carroll, Chester, Crockett, Decatur, 

Dyer, Fayette, Gibson, Hardeman, Hardin, 

Haywood, Henderson, Henry, Lake, Lauderdale, 

Madison, McNairy, Obion, Tipton, and Weakley).  

Assistance subject to approval by WTRBA Board 

of Directors.  

TDOT Flexible Funding 

Surface Transportation 

Program (STP)

The Surface Transportation Program (STP) 

provides flexible funding

that may be used by States and localities for 

projects to preserve and

improve the conditions and performance on 

any Federal-aid highway, bridge and tunnel 

projects on any public road, pedestrian and 

bicycle infrastructure, and transit capital 

projects, including intercity bus terminals.

Yes N/A  More than 400,000,000 N/A  N/A 

Projects identified through MPO and RPO 

Process.



TDOT

Community 

Development

Transportation 

Alternative Program 

(TAP)

The Transportation Alternatives Program 

(TAP) provides funding

for programs and projects defined as 

transportation alternatives,

including on- and off-road pedestrian and 

bicycle facilities,

infrastructure projects for improving non-

driver access to public

transportation and enhanced mobility, 

community improvement

activities, and environmental mitigation; 

recreational trail

projects; safe routes to school projects; and 

projects for planning, designing, or 

constructing boulevards and other 

roadways largely in the right-of-way of 

former divided highways

No GRANT  8 Million annually N/A  N/A Must be transportation related enhancement.

TDOT

Safety on Public 

Roads

Highway Safety 

Improvement Program 

(HSIP)

The goal of the Highway Safety Improvement 

Program is to achieve a significant reduction 

in traffic

fatalities and serious injuries on all public 

roads, including

non-State-owned public roads and roads on 

tribal lands. The HSIP

requires a data-driven, strategic approach to 

improving highway

safety on all public roads that focuses on 

performance.

No N/A $35,000,000 N/A  N/A Must include safety supportive data.

TDOT

Funding in 

providing 

transportation 

choices for people 

across Tennessee Multimodal  Access Grant

TDOT’s Multimodal Access Grant is a

new state-funded program created to 

support the transportation

needs of transit users, pedestrians and 

bicyclists through

infrastructure projects that address existing 

gaps along state

routes. Multimodal facilities play an 

important role in providing

transportation choices for people across 

Tennessee.

Yes Grant $10,000,000 N/A $1,000,000 

Must be multimodal related and with  in 1/4 mile 

of a state road/route.

TDOT Funding

State Industrial Access 

Road Program (SIA)

The State Industrial Access (SIA) Program 

provides funding and

technical assistance for highway access to 

new and expanding

industries across the state. The Tennessee 

Department of Transportation (TDOT) 

contracts with local governments for projects 

that will be developed under the SIA 

Program. The State Industrial Access Act, 

formerly known as the Industrial Highway 

Act, make these partnerships possible.

No Grant $30,000,000 N/A  No limit 

Provide economic development opportunities 

for TN cities and counties.



TDOT

Community 

Development

Safe Routes to School 

(SRTS)

The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program is 

a federally-funded

grant program focused on increasing levels 

of walking and

bicycling to school among elementary and 

middle school

students. In addition to improving children's 

safety and health,

the program is designed to reduce traffic and 

air pollution in the

vicinity of schools. Building on local 

initiatives, the SRTS program

will fund the planning, development and 

implementation of

infrastructure projects, as well as education 

and outreach

activities.

Yes Grant $2,000,000 N/A $250,000 

Competitive application that includes schools 

and municipal jurisdiction.

TDOT Environment 

Congestion Mitigation & 

Air Quality Program 

(CMAQ)

The CMAQ program improves air quality by 

funding transportation

projects and programs that reduce air 

emissions from cars, trucks

and buses (mobile sources) in air quality 

nonattainment and maintenance

areas, which are the only areas eligible for 

CMAQ funding.

No Grant $30,000,000 N/A  None 

Must address opportunity to major air quality 

and congestion.

TDOT

Road 

Improvement State Aid Program

The State Aid Program provides funds to 

county governments for the

improvement or rehabilitation of roads on 

the State Aid System.

Types of qualifying work include the 

planning, engineering,

right-of-way acquisition, grading, drainage, 

bridge construction, and

pavement upgrades or rehabilitation.

State Aid System is calculated on a county by 

county basis. The State

Aid System may comprise no more than 20% 

of the total road miles

located within a specific county.

Yes Grant $30,000,000 N/A

 state aid is 

calculated on 

county by 

county basis 

comprise of no 

more than 20% 

of the total 

road miles 

located within a 

specific county. 

See description of program, also described in 

State Law.



TDOT

Community 

Development

Community 

Transportation Planning 

Grant (CTPG)

The Community Transportation Planning Grant 

(CTPG) program

provides resources that assist Tennessee 

communities in

developing transportation plans for preparation of 

future

transportation system, land use, and growth 

management

issues. Some of the goals of the gram include:

• Assist rural municipalities with planning efforts 

that define

the transportation cohesiveness between 

multimodal transportation

systems and local land use objectives that achieve

the statewide transportation goals.

• Aid rural municipalities with the creation of 

planning

documents that support improvements in traffic 

flow, safety,

and overall efficiency of the transportation 

system.

• Provide rural city governments with planning 

resources to

achieve community visions as related to 

transportation and

land use needs that promote future economic 

growth.

Yes Grant $1,000,000 8 $250,000 Competitive application, RPO's process.

TDOT

Transportation 

Improvement Local Programs Grants

TDOT’s Local Programs Development Office 

oversees federal

and state funding programs that are 

available to local governments

to improve their transportation systems. 

Local Programs

grants include, but are not limited to, the 

Interchange Lighting

Program, Surface Transportation Program, 

and Local Interstate

Connector Program.

Yes Grant  Varies N/A  N/A Based on population, 50 cities eligible.

TDOT

Aviation system 

improvements Aeronautics Grants

The TDOT Aeronautics Division administers 

federal and state funding to assist in the 

location, design, construction and 

maintenance of

Tennessee's diverse public aviation system. 

Except for routine

expenditures, grant applications are 

reviewed by the Tennessee

Aeronautics Commission (TAC), which is a 

five member board charged with policy 

planning and with regulating changes in the 

state airport system plan.

Grant



TDOT

County 

Development Litter Grants

In order to address the litter problem in 

Tennessee, a specialty tax on the malt 

beverage and soft drink industry funds the 

Tennessee Litter Grant Program. Grant funds 

are contracted to county governments only 

and are designed for the pick-up and 

prevention of all litter. Approximately $5 

million is raised annually and is distributed to 

all 95 counties in Tennessee for their use in 

this endeavor.

Yes GRANT $8,000,000 95 counties  N/A Based on roads and population.

TDOT

Rural and 

Economic 

Development

Biofuel Green Island 

Corridor Grants

As part of the Governor’s Alternative Fuels 

Working Group, TDOT

oversees Green Island Corridor (GIC) grants 

to help establish E85

ethanol and B20 biodiesel pumps no more 

than 100 miles apart along

interstate highways and major highway 

corridors across the state.

This network of stations will encourage and 

expand the use of

biofuels in Tennessee, which in turn will 

stimulate rural economic

development, increase farm income, reduce 

vehicle emissions, help

protect public health, and reduce 

dependence on petroleum.

Grant

TDOT

Bridge 

Rehabilitation & 

Repair Bridge Grants

The Bridge Grant Program was established to 

assist local governments with the 

replacement or rehabilitation of deficient 

bridges

under their jurisdiction. Since the inception 

of the original program in

1982, local governments, in partnership with 

the state, have replaced over 2,800 bridges 

utilizing Bridge Grant funds.

Yes Loan $10,000,000 

95 Counties 

and Cities  Formula TDOT Program details.

TDOT

Community 

Development Transit Program Grants

TDOT oversees the provision of funds for 

multiple statewide

public transit initiatives. Funding/Grant 

opportunities include a number of various 

programs.

Yes Grant  N/A N/A  N/A N/A

TBA

Personal 

Economic 

Program and 

Everfi Education / Literacy

School presentations by bankers to improve 

financial literacy Yes N/A  N/A Thousands  N/A N/A

TBA

Commnity 

Reinvestment

Community 

Development

Community Reinvestment by bankers in low 

to moderate income areas Yes Donations and loans Many  Varies Low to moderate income areas

TBA

FHLB Affordable 

Housing Grants and loans Housing Grants and loans

 Varies. Used $3.5 million in 

2014 Many  Varies Low to moderate income

TBA

Economic 

Development

Reduction of mortgage 

loan barriers Lobby efforts in DC Yes N/A  N/A > 150

 >$100,000 

estimate N/A



TDA Farm Profitability Pick TN Products

Marketing service to connect consumers to 

farmers, small food businesses, farmers 

markets, etc. to increase sales of locally 

produced and processed products Yes N/A  N/A 2,000  N/A 

Free web based marketing and retail  program 

that provides promotional materials and 

advertising to qualified participants who 

produce or sell TN products or services

TDA Farm Profitability

TN Agricultural 

Enhancement Program

State funded cost share program aimed at 

helping farmers make strategic longterm 

investments for increased productivity and 

profitability Yes Grant $21,000,000 5,800  Varies 

Must be Tennessee farmer and meet specific 

requirements based on category of funding

TDA Farm Profitability Agritourism

Technical and financial assistance to venues 

aimed at attracting visitors to farm, winery, 

farmers market, etc. Yes Grant  Varies  Varies  Varies 

Eligible operators/landowners can apply for 

portion of TAEP cost share

TDA Conservation

Land & Water 

Stewardship

Partner with local agencies to help fund soil 

erosion reduction and water quality 

improvements on farmland Yes Grant $4,200,000 Varies  Varies 

Work primarily with county Soil Conservation 

Districts to identify landowners willing to cost 

share in priority watersheds

TDA

Forestland 

Improvement Forestry

Division of Forestry provides technical 

assistance to landowners and limited funding 

for tree planting Yes Grant $400,000 Varies  Varies 

Limited grant funding available through portion 

of TAEP and federal sources when available

TDA

Ag Education, 

Marketing and 

Promotion

"Ag Tag" License Plate Ag 

Development Fund 

Provides funding for agricultural education, 

marketing and promotion projects statewide Yes Grant $336,000 Varies  Varies 

Approximately one-half ($165,000) goes to FFA, 4-

H and AITC education programs annually with 

remainder used for various marketing and 

promotion projects based on proposals from ag 

groups

TDA Ag Business Dev AgLaunch

Partnership with Memphis Bioworks and 

others to identify, mentor and fund agri-tech 

startups in Tennessee Yes Both: Grant & Loan

$10,000,000 total over 5 

years Varies  Varies 

Goal is to identify 200 agri-tech entrepreneurs, 

100 viable, investible startups over next 5 years 

with public/private venture capital 

TDA Specialty Crops

Specialty Crop Block 

Grant

Federally funded program to enhance 

competitiveness of specialty crops such as 

fruits, vegetables, grapes, horticultural, etc.  Yes Grant $500,000 Varies  Varies 

Competitive grants are awarded to groups or 

individuals based on proposals meeting federal 

guidelines 

TFBF - 

Tennessee 

Farm Bureau 

Federation

Leadership 

Development

Young Farmers & 

Ranchers - YF&R

Promotes leadership skills for farmers ages 

18-35. Members share a common bond for 

the agricultural lifestyle, are interested in 

leadership development, and are dedicated 

to solving problems facing agriculture.  Also 

provides social activities and competitions 

that recognize young leaders in agriculture. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A Farm Bureau member

TFBF - 

Tennessee 

Farm Bureau 

Federation

Rural 

Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship 

Challenge

The Farm Bureau Rural Entrepreneurship 

Challenge is a national business competition 

focused exclusively on rural entrepreneurs 

working on food and agriculture businesses. 

Rural entrepreneurs pitch innovative 

business ideas to a team of judges with 

expertise in business development and 

agribusiness. These entrepreneurs compete 

for $145,000 of startup funds Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A Farm Bureau member



TFBF - 

Tennessee 

Farm Bureau 

Federation

Leadership 

Development Farm Bureau Women

Tennessee Farm Bureau Women provides 

opportunities for women to take part in 

leadership development opportunities, 

network with other individuals and 

organizations, and communicate the 

agricultural story to achieve a positive image 

for agriculture.  The women are actively 

involved with the Agriculture in the 

Classroom program, farm day tours for local 

school children, and various opportunities to 

promote agriculture and the abundance of 

food and products agriculture provides the 

consumer.  Resources to empower leaders 

are plentiful through conferences, exhibits, 

building networks, etc. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A Farm Bureau member

TFBF - 

Tennessee 

Farm Bureau 

Federation

Economic 

Enhancement

Tennessee Livestock 

Producers - TLP

The livestock marketing affiliate of TFBF with 

the purpose of maintaining a competitive bid 

for livestock throughout the state. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A Farm Bureau member

TFBF - 

Tennessee 

Farm Bureau 

Federation

Economic 

Enhancement Farm Bureau Tax Service

Access to tax practitioners who are trained in 

all types of returns including farm, small 

business, individual, and employment tax. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A Farm Bureau member

TFBF - 

Tennessee 

Farm Bureau 

Federation

Economic 

Enhancement Farm Business Services

Offers tax and business services to 

production agriculture and other businesses. 

The Service provides a computerized record 

keeping system to farmers to supply them 

with financial management information as 

well as tax planning strategies and tax 

preparation.  Includes tax and business 

planning, year-end tax management, IRS 

audit representation, and the preparation of 

all required income tax and employment tax 

returns. Yes N/A  N/A N/A  N/A Farm Bureau member


