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Presidential Scholars Program Application for Tennessee Students
The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 1964 to recognize and honor some of our

nation's most distinguished graduating high school seniors. Each year, up to 141 students are named as

Presidential Scholars, one of the nation's highest honors for high school students.

Historically, finalists from the state of Tennessee were chosen for their exceptional scores on the ACT or
SAT. This year, Tennessee will nominate twenty high school seniors who will be asked to apply for the
U.S. Presidential Scholars Program based on academic success and perseverance in addition to the

students selected to apply based on their ACT or SAT scores.

The deadline for nominees to submit their applications to the Tennessee Department of Education is
Monday, Nov. 8.

Application Components for Tennessee High School Seniors Nominated by their Principals

Apply online here: https://tnedu.wufoo.com/forms/tennessee-us-presidential-scholars-application/.

Only applications submitted online will be accepted.

1. Essays — applicants must complete both essays.
a. Please describe a challenge you have faced and how you addressed it while still
achieving high academic success. Please limit your statement to less than 200 words.
b. Have you contributed to your community? In what way? How did that experience affect
you? Please limit your statement to less than 200 words.
2. List awards, activities, and/or roles which support or inform your nomination. These may
include:
a. academic awards, scholarships, and membership in honor societies;
b. leadership positions in school or in your community; or
c. participation in community service/volunteer activities.
3. Arecommendation letter from a teacher (scanned and uploaded)
High school transcript (scanned and uploaded)
5. School verification form — this form should be completed by a member of the school’s faculty
such as the principal or counselor. The form asks the school to verify that the student meets the

application’s eligibility requirements. (scanned and uploaded)
Eligibility
For the academic component of the program, students who meet the following criteria:

* are or will be U.S. citizens or Legal Permanent U.S. Residents by February 26, 2017; and

* graduate or receive a diploma between January and August of 2017.


https://tnedu.wufoo.com/forms/tennessee-us-presidential-scholars-application/
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U.S. Presidential Scholar Application Process

If students are selected as the official nominees from Tennessee, they will be invited to complete the
national Presidential Scholars application in February. Please review important dates for each round of

the selection process.

*  Round 1: Now until Nov. 8: Each high school principal nominates one student to serve as a state
finalist for the Presidential Scholars program.

* Round 2: November 2016: A state selection committee reviews applications and selects 20
students to serve as nominees from Tennessee.

* Round 3: February 2017: The Tennessee nominees will be announced and complete the national
Presidential Scholars application to compete with their peers across the country.

* Round 4: April 2017: The national Presidential Scholars program will announce semi-finalists
from across the country.

* Round 5: May 2017: The national Presidential Scholars program selects the national winners.
Winners will receive an expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June.

About the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program

Students chosen as U.S. Presidential Scholars receive an expense-paid trip to Washington, D. C. in June
and the U.S. Presidential Scholars medallion at a ceremony sponsored by the White House, in
commemoration of their achievements. During their visit to Washington, Scholars have access to
important national and international figures, including government officials, educators, authors,
musicians, scientists and other accomplished people. Scholars are provided opportunities to: wrestle
with issues that concern America and the world; participate in volunteer activities such as community
service, to benefit those in need and make a difference in our Nation's Capital; attend recitals,
receptions and ceremonies held in their honor; and visit area museums and monuments. But perhaps
the greatest benefit to the Scholars, and the one they most often remark on, is the chance to exchange
ideas with similarly motivated and accomplished peers, and to forge friendships that last a lifetime. The
following comment from a recent Scholar captures the intent of the national recognition events: "You
can't imagine how much it has meant to me to be a part of the U.S. Presidential Scholars family. The
support | felt from my country during Recognition Program strengthened my drive to serve and to make
the world a better place. The officials we met spoke so often [about our] being the nation's future, that |

felt they were entrusting us with the country, and saying, 'Take good care of it.



