
TCAP Grade 7 ACH Blueprint 
Standards Assessed on Part I 

(Essay section) 
 

Overview of Extended Response Items 
 
Extended response items for Grade 7 consist of 1-4 stimuli to inform the student’s response. 
Items with less stimuli tend to demand more content knowledge to answer the question. The 
student’s response is directed by 3 prompts with 1-3 guiding questions. 

Potential Stimuli found in extended response items: 

• 1 informational text 
• 2 informational texts 
• 1 timeline and 1 map 
• 1 informational text and 1 map 

 

Standards that Extended Response items may be written to: 

7.1 Analyze the legacy of the Roman Empire.  

7.2 
Summarize the consequences of the fall of the Roman Empire including the continuation of 
the Eastern Roman Empire as the Byzantine Empire, Justinian and the significance of 
Constantinople.  

7.12 Write an explanatory text to describe the Shah Abbas and how his policies of cultural 
blending led to the Golden Age and the rise of the Safavid Empire.  

7.16 Analyze the importance of family, labor specialization, and regional commerce in the 
development of states and cities in West Africa.  

7.26 
Draw evidence from informational texts to analyze the contributions made during the Ming 
Dynasty such as building projects, including the Forbidden City and the reconstruction of 
the Great Wall, isolationism, and sea voyages.  

7.35 Examine the Norman Invasion, Battle of Hastings, and the impact of the reign of William 
the Conqueror on England and Northern France.  

7.37 
Examine the spread of Christianity north of the Alps and the roles played by the early 
church and by monasteries in its diffusion after the fall of the western half of the Roman 
Empire.  

7.39 

Explain the importance of the Catholic church as a political, intellectual, and aesthetic 
institution, including founding of universities, political and spiritual roles of the clergy, 
creation of monastic and mendicant religious orders, preservation of the Latin language and 
religious texts, Thomas Aquinas's synthesis of classical philosophy with Christian theology 
and the concept of "natural law."  

7.44 
Cite evidence in writing explaining the importance of Florence, Italy and the Medici 
Family in the early stages of the Renaissance and the growth of independent trading cities, 
such as Venice, and their importance in the spread of Renaissance ideas.  



7.46 Describe how humanism led to a revival of classical learning and fostered a new interest in 
the arts including a balance between intellect and religious faith.  

7.49 Gather relevant information from multiple sources about Henry V, Hundreds Year War, 
and Joan of Arc.  

7.53 
Explain the heightened influence of the Catholic Church, the growth of literacy, the spread 
of printed books, the explosion of knowledge and the Church's reaction to these 
developments.  

7.57 
Analyze how the Catholic Counter-Reformation revitalized the Catholic Church and the 
forces that fostered the movement, including St. Ignatius of Loyola and the Jesuits, and the 
Council of Trent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


