Appendix A 
Legislative Authority 
STOP Formula Grants 
(CFDA# 16.588) 
 
AUTHORIZATION:  Authorized through the Violence Against Women Act, set out in Title IV of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, Pub. L. 103-322, 108 Stat. 1796, the STOP Program is administered by the Violence Against Women Grants Office, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.  The Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 included provisions to reauthorize and strengthen the Violence Against Women Act and the Violence Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2013. (VAWA 2000, 2005 and 2013). 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]OBJECTIVES:  To assist States, Indian Tribal governments, and units of local government to develop and strengthen effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to combat violent crimes against women, and to develop and strengthen victim services in cases involving crimes against women. 
 
USE AND USE RESTRICTIONS:  A State, Indian tribal government, or unit of local government shall not be entitled to funds under this program unless the State, Indian tribal government, or another governmental entity incurs the full out-of-pocket cost of forensic medical examinations for victims of sexual assault.  Further, a State, Indian tribal government, or unit of local government shall not be entitled to funds under this program unless it: 
 
(1) certifies that its laws, policies, and practices do not require, in connection with the prosecution of any misdemeanor or felony domestic violence offense, that the victim bear the costs associated with the filing of criminal charges against the domestic violence offender, or the costs associated with the issuance or service of a warrant, protection order, and/or witness subpoena; or 
 
(2) assures that its laws, policies and practices will be in compliance with this requirement by the date on which the next session of the State legislature ends or September 13, 1996, whichever is later.  Funds withheld from a State or unit of local government because it does not meet this requirement shall be distributed to other States or local units of government on a pro rata basis.  Funds withheld from an Indian tribal government for this reason shall be distributed to other Indian tribal governments on a pro rata basis. 
 
Grants shall provide personnel, training, technical assistance, data collection and other equipment for widespread apprehension, prosecution, and adjudication of persons committing violent crimes against women.  States must certify that the following percentages of each year’s grant award will be allocated to the following areas:  25 % to prosecution, 25% to law enforcement, 5% to courts and 30% to victim services.  The remaining 15% can be allocated to these categories at the state’s discretion. 
 
Matching Requirements:  Federal STOP funds may be used to pay up to 75% of the cost of a project. The remaining non-federal share must be in cash or in-kind from non-federal funds. A match is not required for victim services providers, however victim services providers are strongly encouraged to agree to provide an in-kind match for their programs.  Often victim services providers have ready sources of in-kind match such as donated goods and volunteer services and may be willing to provide match even though not required to do so.  Law Enforcement, Prosecution and Court programs are not exempt from paying a match. 

Cash match includes actual cash spent by the subrecipient for project related costs. Funds may be used to implement new projects or enhance existing projects. Funds required to pay the non-federal portion of the cost of each project must be in addition to funds that would otherwise be available for the project.
 
An in-kind match is a non-cash contribution recognized at conservative market value, such as the value of donated time, donated equipment, or donated space. In-kind match may include donations of expendable equipment, office supplies, workshop or classroom materials, work space, or monetary value of time contributed by professional and technical personnel and other skilled and unskilled labor if the services they provide are an integral and necessary part of a funded project. The value placed on donated services must be consistent with the rate of compensation paid for similar work in the organization or the labor market. Fringe benefits may be included in the valuation. Volunteer services must be documented, and to the extent feasible, supported by the same methods used by the subrecipient organization for its own employees. The value of donated space may not exceed the fair rental value of comparable space as established by an independent appraisal of comparable space and facilities in a privately owned building in the same locality. The basis for determining the value of personal services, materials, equipment and space must be documented.

 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Applicant Eligibility:  All States, Commonwealths, territories and possessions of the United States, as well as the District of Columbia, are eligible.  For the purposes of this program, American Samoa and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands shall be considered as one State, and, for these purposes, 67 percent of the amounts allocated shall be allocated to American Samoa and 33 percent to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.  Funds will be subgranted to units of local government, nonprofit nongovernmental victim services programs, and Indian tribal governments. 
 
Beneficiary Eligibility:  State and local units of government, nonprofit nongovernmental victim services programs, and Indian tribal governments. 
 
Credentials/Documentation:  Costs will be determined in accordance with OMB Circular No. A-87 for State and local governments, and OMB Circular No. A-21 for Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals and OMB Circular No. A-122 for Other Nonprofit Organizations.  
