Social Judgment Theory: Director of Schools
As the GEAR UP TN site coordinator/project director, you have set a goal to host a county-wide College Summit at your high school. You acknowledge this addition will take a lot of time and work (finding the right higher ed. institutions with which to partner, informing students and parents, recruiting volunteers, locating space, etc.) and at least some money.  Before you can begin to worry about the budget, you must first convince the leaders of your school and community this is an important investment of time and money.  Recently, your school’s leaders have been talking about hosting an additional Open House night to increase community and parent engagement. How do you convince them a College Summit would better serve your students and community as a whole?
Director of Schools: Wanda, a Sewanee graduate, is in her third year as the director of schools in your community. She has recently been pressured by the Board to dramatically increase parent involvement. You have had very little direct interaction with Wanda, but you have been told that once she gets an idea in her head, it is very hard to persuade her otherwise. You have plans to include parent sessions at your College Summit, but you know it was her idea to target parents with an additional Open House. 
Determine where each of the messages below falls on Wanda’s Attitude Scale. Then select the one message you think would most successfully persuade her to support a College Summit. 
 (A) “A College Summit is absolutely essential to best serve the interests of our community.” 
 (B) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”
 (C) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”  
 (D) “Although it is hard to decide, it is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”  
 (E) “From the point of view of our community’s best interest, it is hard to decide whether it is preferable for our high school to host a College Summit or an additional Open House.”  
 (F) “Although it is hard to decide, it is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (G) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (H) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (I) “An additional Open House is absolutely essential to best serve the interests of our community.”
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Social Judgment Theory: Local Business Owner
As the GEAR UP TN site coordinator/project director, you have set a goal to host a county-wide College Summit at your high school. You acknowledge this addition will take a lot of time and work (finding the right higher ed. institutions with which to partner, informing students and parents, recruiting volunteers, locating space, etc.) and at least some money.  Before you can begin to worry about the budget, you must first convince the leaders of your school and community this is an important investment of time and money.  Recently, your school’s leaders have been talking about hosting an additional Open House night to increase community and parent engagement. How do you convince them a College Summit would better serve your students and community as a whole?
Local Business Owner: Lisa owns a successful bookstore in your community. She has supported several school initiatives and events in the past, but her support seems sporadic. She sponsored the school’s poetry club to help them attend a regional workshop, but she declined an offer an offer to help fund a mobile computer lab for the freshman biology class. She helped track down financial literature for your FAFSA night last year, but she did not help cover the cost of history dual enrollment books. She has two children in your community’s middle school, and she is an active member of the PTA. She is a close enough acquaintance that you know she graduated from MTSU. 
Determine where each of the messages below falls on Lisa’s Attitude Scale. Then select the one message you think would most successfully persuade her to support a College Summit. 
 (A) “A College Summit is absolutely essential to best serve the interests of our community.” 
 (B) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”
 (C) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”  
 (D) “Although it is hard to decide, it is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”  
 (E) “From the point of view of our community’s best interest, it is hard to decide whether it is preferable for our high school to host a College Summit or an additional Open House.”  
 (F) “Although it is hard to decide, it is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (G) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (H) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (I) “An additional Open House is absolutely essential to best serve the interests of our community.”
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Social Judgment Theory: Math Teacher
As the GEAR UP TN site coordinator/project director, you have set a goal to host a county-wide College Summit at your high school. You acknowledge this addition will take a lot of time and work (finding the right higher ed. institutions with which to partner, informing students and parents, recruiting volunteers, locating space, etc.) and at least some money.  Before you can begin to worry about the budget, you must first convince the leaders of your school and community this is an important investment of time and money.  Recently, your school’s leaders have been talking about hosting an additional Open House night to increase community and parent engagement. How do you convince them a College Summit would better serve your students and community as a whole?
Math Teacher: Ryan teaches Bridge Math and Pre-Cal. Several times you have overheard him talking to his students about their postsecondary plans. Last year, he volunteered to help at your FAFSA night and single-handedly helped 20+ parents complete the process. He was a machine! You were so thankful he was there. Additionally, he served as a chaperone for four of your five college visits. He often engages you in conversations about how to best increase student aspirations. Ryan completed his undergraduate degree at University of Tennessee, Martin and received a master’s degree from University of Memphis. 
Determine where each of the messages below falls on Ryan’s Attitude Scale. Then select the one message you think would most successfully persuade him to support a College Summit. 
 (A) “A College Summit is absolutely essential to best serve the interests of our community.” 
 (B) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”
 (C) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”  
 (D) “Although it is hard to decide, it is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we host a College Summit at our high school rather than an additional Open House.”  
 (E) “From the point of view of our community’s best interest, it is hard to decide whether it is preferable for our high school to host a College Summit or an additional Open House.”  
 (F) “Although it is hard to decide, it is probable that the interests of our community may be better served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (G) “It seems the interests of our community will be better served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (H) “Oh the whole, the interests of our community will be best served if we host an additional Open House at our high school rather than a College Summit.”  
 (I) “An additional Open House is absolutely essential to best serve the interests of our community.”
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