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FACT SHEET – Points of Dispensing Clinics
Clinics for medicine and information
Points of dispensing clinics are often called PODs.  
· PODs can be opened in emergency situations or
· when someone purposely spreads germs or chemicals to make people sick

· when there is a natural outbreak of a very contagious disease
· during some natural disasters
· PODs are set up to quickly get medicines and treatment advice to people. 
· They provide medicines such as 
· antibiotics

· antivirals
· vaccines
medicines Given at the PODs will be free

It is important to only get medicines from official sources
PODS will be easy to find and can take care of many people.
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Tennessee officials have plans for operating many PODs at the same time.

· Federal, state, and local authorities are working hard to make sure there is enough safe medicine for everyone who needs it.
· Drugs purchased from “unofficial sources” may not work, and they could be harmful.

Pay close attention to the news

You will find out what you need to do and will hear about POD openings
· on TV and radio
· in the newspapers
· on the Internet
FOR MORE INFORMATION:


Tennessee Department of Health 


Nashville, Tennessee


http://health.state.tn.us/CEDS/bioterrorism.htm





Tennessee Regional Poison Center 


Nashville, Tennessee  


EMERGENCY:  1-800-222-1222


         


[INSERT Local Health Department Name] 


[INSERT Local Health Dept phone  #]





The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  Atlanta, GA 


Toll free:  1-800-311-3435


http://www.bt.cdc.gov/stockpile 
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