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CORRECTIONS 

 

HB4  
 

 

Release of parolee after dismissal of charge for offense committed while on parole.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Parkinson, Antonio  

Summary:  Requires the board of probation and parole to meet and order the release of a parolee whose 

parole has been revoked and who has been reincarcerated as the result of being charged with an 

offense committed while on parole if that charge is dismissed.  

 

SB129  
 

 

Ability for a sheriff to contract with a substance abuse treatment program.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Permits the sheriff of any county or the chief administrator of any municipal jail to contract with 

any substance abuse treatment program licensed or certified by the department of mental health 

and substance abuse services to provide substance abuse treatment services to inmates housed in 

the county or municipal jail.  

 

SB130  
 

 

Pilot program providing substance abuse treatment to inmates.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Creates a pilot program under which a sheriff, in consultation with the department of mental 

health and substance abuse services, will create and administer a program of substance abuse 

treatment services for eligible inmates.  

CRIMINAL LAW 

 

HB8  
 

 

Public employees - eligibility for pretrial diversion.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Lamberth, William  

Summary:  Includes public employees on the list of those ineligible for suspended prosecution and pretrial 

diversion for a misdemeanor offense committed in the course of the person's employment, under 

the same provisions currently applicable to elected and appointed state and local officials so 

charged.  

 

HB99  
 

 

Partial expunction of criminal records.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Lamberth, William  

Summary:  Clarifies that partial expunction of criminal records are the removal of electronic records from 

relevant national, state, and local databases. Adds $5.00 to seat belt violation fines to cover court 

clerk costs.  

 

HB101  
 

 

Abortions after twenty weeks of pregnancy.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Weaver, Terri  

Summary:  Rewrites language to prohibit abortions after three months, but before twenty weeks of pregnancy 

or viability of the fetus. An abortion performed after twenty weeks of pregnancy or during 

viability of the fetus, will not be grounds for criminal abortion if the life and health of the mother 

is at risk.  

 

HB108  
 

 

Fetal heartbeat testing prior to an abortion.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. VanHuss, James  

Summary:  Requires fetal heartbeat testing prior to an abortion and prohibits abortions from the point a fetal 
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heartbeat is detected. Exceptions to criminal abortion include medical emergencies that 

complicate the condition of the pregnant woman as to necessitate an immediate abortion of her 

pregnancy to avert her death or save the impairment of major bodily function.  

 

HB109  
 

 

Changes to marijuana simple possession offense.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Parkinson, Antonio  

Summary:  Increases the amount of marijuana possessed or exchanged under the offenses of simple 

possession or casual exchange from less than one-half ounce to less than one ounce. Prohibits the 

inference of purpose of selling when the marijuana possessed or exchanged was less than one 

ounce.  

 

HB117  
 

 

Help Find the Missing Act.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Windle, John  

Summary:  Enacts the "Help Find the Missing Act." Requires every county medical examiner and coroner to 

make available all data relating to cases of missing or deceased persons whose identities are in 

inquiry. When a person previously reported missing has been found, the respective law 

enforcement agency shall erase all records and report to the TBI that the person has been found 

and that the records and documents have been so erased or destroyed.  

 

SB6  
 

 

Classifies second degree murder of law enforcement officer as hate crime.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Classifies second degree murder and voluntary manslaughter of a law enforcement officer as hate 

crimes. Punishes these offenses one classification higher than the classification established in the 

statute, which created the offenses.  

 

SB16  
 

 

Certificates of employability.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Harris, Lee ,  

Summary:  Clarifies that a person petitioning for a certificate of employability does not have to be in the 

process of restoring the person's rights of citizenship.  

 

SB18/HB24  
 

 

Citizenâ€™s Right to Fight Blight Act of 2017.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Harris, Lee , Rep. Deberry Jr., John  

Summary:  Exempts a property owner, lessee, or anyone acting under the direction of an owner or lessee, 

from criminal trespass for removal of trash or debris or maintenance of blighted property owned 

by the city or county. Specifies that such property must be situated immediately adjacent to the 

property owned by the city or county. Voids liability for city or county for any injury or damage 

to property.  

 

SB113/HB44  
 

 

Creates the Help Find the Missing Act.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bailey, Paul , Rep. Windle, John  

Summary:  Requires every county medical examiner and coroner to furnish the TBI and the National Missing 

and Unidentified Persons System with copies of fingerprints on standardized eight inch by eight 

inch fingerprint cards or the equivalent digital image, personal descriptions, and other identifying 

data, including date and place of death, of all deceased persons whose deaths are in a 

classification requiring inquiry by the medical examiner or coroner where the deceased is not 

identified. Requires TBI to make available personal descriptions and other identifying data, 

including date and place of death, of such deceased persons to all law enforcement agencies in the 
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state, and upon request, to law enforcement agencies outside of the state. Also requires a dental 

examination of the deceased and requires those records to be forwarded to the TBI. Requires the 

TBI to compare the fingerprints and other descriptive data received from the county medical 

examiner to info that the TBI has on file in order to attempt to identify the deceased. Specifies 

other requirements for the TBI concerning missing persons.  

 

SB131  
 

 

Amends various firearms provisions.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Allows a person who is not otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm to possess a firearm 

either openly or concealed. Clarifies that a person commits an offense who possesses a firearm 

and has been convicted of a dangerous felony unless such individual has had his or her civil rights 

restored. Specifies that a person possessing a firearm who has been convicted of a dangerous 

felony commits a Class E felony offense. Removes privated educational institutions from the 

statute prohibiting the possession or carrying of firearms or weapons on school property. Clarifies 

that the board of directors or other managing body of a private school may elect to prohibit 

possession or carrying of weapons on campus by posting signage in conformity with the signage 

required for public schools. Adds additional language to the statute regarding affirmative defense 

to carrying weapons on school property to include a person demonstrating that the required 

signage was not posted in conformity with the requirements of state law. Deletes language 

prohibiting the carrying of weapons in public parks, playgrounds, civic centers and other public 

buildings. Amends various other firearms provisions. (16 pp.)  

 

SB147/HB40  
 

 

Creation of the Open Carry Firearms Freedom Act.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Beavers, Mae , Rep. VanHuss, James  

Summary:  Enacts the Open Carry Firearms Freedom Act. Under this bill, no permit would be required for 

the open carrying of a handgun. The existing permit provisions would still apply to carrying a 

concealed handgun.  

SJR35  General assembly's recognition of pornography as harmful to society.  

Sponsors:  Sen. Beavers, Mae ,  

Summary:  Recognizes pornography as a public health hazard leading to a broad spectrum of individual and 

public health impacts and societal harms.  

EDUCATION 

 

HB22  
 

 

Postsecondary credit courses for high school students.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Brooks, Harry  

Summary:  Requires, beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, each LEA to offer students in each of its 

high schools the opportunity to take at least six early postsecondary credit courses, including 

Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual credit courses. Specifies that these 

opportunities may be provided through traditional classroom instruction, online or virtual 

instruction, blended learning, or other educationally appropriate methods.  

 

HB42  
 

 

Department of education bicycle safety curriculum.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Butt, Sheila  

Summary:  Urges the department of education to include the proper use and positioning of bicycle helmets in 

its pilot bicycle safety curriculum. Broadly captioned.  

 

HB45  
 

 

Opportunity for physical activity for students in K-12.  
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Sponsors:  Rep. Dunn, Bill  

Summary:  Deletes the requirement for LEAs to provide students with certain periods of physical activity 

depending on grade level of student.  

 

HB72  
 

 

Standards review and development committees and advisory teams.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Eldridge, Jimmy  

Summary:  Requires the standards review and development committees and advisory teams appointed by the 

state board of education to review the academic standards for English language arts, mathematics, 

science, and social studies every seven years, beginning in 2022.  

 

HB75  
 

 

Notice for construction of or additions to school buildings.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Kane, Roger  

Summary:  Changes the number of days' notice that must be given by an LEA before accepting bids for 

construction of or additions to school buildings from 10 days to 10 business days.  

 

HB76  
 

 

Assessments required for home school students.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Kane, Roger  

Summary:  Requires home school students to take an assessment in grade 11 to graduate, which is the same 

as the current assessment requirement for traditional public high school students.  

 

HB97  
 

 

Offerings of rigorous high school classes that prepare students for college.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Brooks, Harry  

Summary:  Requires the department of education to form a partnership with a national nonprofit education 

organization to increase the offerings of rigorous high school classes that prepare students for 

college and that provide college credit through examination. Specifies that the partnership shall be 

known as the Tennessee College Credit Partnership (TCCP). Also specifies that the partnership 

shall make available professional development to enable teachers of postsecondary credit courses 

to have the necessary content knowledge and instructional skills to prepare students for success on 

the course examinations and mastery of postsecondary course content. Requires, subject to 

appropriations, the state to fund payment of college credit examination fees and career and 

technical certification or licensure examination fees.  

 

HB111  
 

 

Duties and powers of commissioner of education.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Pitts, Joe  

Summary:  Removes the prohibition on the commissioner of education's ability to waive regulatory or 

statutory requirements related to licensure of employees upon application by an LEA.  

 

HB112  
 

 

Career and technical education - soft skills.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Forgety, John  

Summary:  Requires the state board of education to develop standards for a one-semester elective course in 

career and technical education in soft skills, needed for the workplace for students in grades nine 

through twelve. Soft skills means attributes that enable a person to build effective interpersonal 

relationships and to interact successfully with others in the business community. Requires each 

LEA to include an elective soft skills course in its career and technical education program 

beginning with the 2018-2019 school year. Students outside of the career and technical education 

program can enroll in the soft skill course, if space is available.  
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SB2  
 

Annual school improvement plans - assessments included.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Johnson, Jack ,  

Summary:  Specifies that for purposes of annual school improvement plans, each school and LEA may 

choose either the ACT scores or SAT test scores as one of the assessments for student proficiency.  

 

SB4  
 

 

Board of education prohibited from adopting standards for character learning.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Gresham, Dolores ,  

Summary:  Prohibits board of education from establishing standards or competencies regarding social or 

emotional learning in public schools.  

 

SB9/HB12  
 

 

Community service hours for blood donation for TN Promise Scholarship recipients.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark , Rep. Reedy, Jay  

Summary:  Gives one hour of community service credit to recipients of the Tennessee Promise Scholarship 

who make a blood donation. Requires TSAC to promulgate by rule the documentation required in 

order for a student to obtain community service credit for a blood donation.  

 

SB14  
 

 

Creates a list of rights and protections afforded to educators.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Creates a list of rights and protections afforded to educators. Specifies that an "educator" means 

any teacher, principal, supervisor or other individual required by law to hold a valid license of 

qualification for employment in the public schools.  

 

SB34  
 

 

Eligibility for HOPE teacher's scholarship.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Harris, Lee ,  

Summary:  Decreases the amount of time that teachers are required to teach math or science in a public 

school in order to be eligible for a Tennessee HOPE teacherâ€™s scholarship from two years to 

one year.  

 

SB52  
 

 

Reporting on driver education courses in public schools.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Dickerson, Steven ,  

Summary:  Requires the department of education to annually report on the availability and content of driver 

education and training courses in public schools to the education committee of the senate and the 

education instruction and programs committee of the house. Broadly captioned.  

 

SB116/HB9  
 

 

Smoking on campuses of public institutions of higher education.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Briggs, Richard , Rep. Brooks, Harry  

Summary:  Allows the administrative head of each public institution of higher education to adopt policies 

prohibiting smoking on campuses, except for designated smoking locations. Clarifies that the 

administrative head is not required to provide an indoor smoking area in each student's dormitory 

or other facility.  

 

SB136  
 

 

Fire drills in public schools.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Jackson, Ed ,  

Summary:  Requires fire drills to occur during the first 14 full days of the school year instead of the first 30 

days. Also, subsequently requires one every two months onward to maintain four fire drills a year.  
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SB137  
 

Age requirement for school bus endorsement on driver license.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Harris, Lee ,  

Summary:  Increases the age limit from 21 to 25 for a person's eligibility to receive the school bus 

endorsement on a driver license. Grandfathers in persons between the ages of 21 and 25 years 

who are seeking a renewal of an existing endorsement held by the applicant as of June 30, 2017.  

 

SB149/HB89  
 

 

Restrictions for hiring school bus drivers.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Haile, Ferrell , Rep. Rogers, Courtney  

Summary:  Places restrictions on receiving school bus driver license endorsements or being hired as a school 

bus driver for drivers who have previously committed serious traffic violations, including 

excessive speeding or reckless driving.  

 

SB158/HB94  
 

 

AEDs- The Lovin Law.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Watson, Bo , Rep. Gravitt, Marc  

Summary:  Requires LEAs to place at least one automated external defibrillator (AED) device in each school. 

Enacts the "Lovin Law" which requires a owner or operator of a public or private facility that 

occupies 500 or more people, to make available at least one functional AED for emergency use, 

and ensure that at least one employee of the establishment is properly trained on how to operate 

and inspect the AED.  

FAMILY LAW 

 

HB92  
 

 

Termination of parental rights - parent convicted of attempted first degree murder.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Lovell , Mark  

Summary:  Authorizes the court to terminate parental rights of one parent if that parent is convicted of 

attempted first degree or second degree murder or attempted voluntary manslaughter of the child's 

other parent or legal guardian.  

 

HB110  
 

 

Voluntary acknowledgement of parentage later rescinded due to fraud.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Parkinson, Antonio  

Summary:  States that a person who executed a voluntary acknowledgement of paternity that was later 

rescinded due to fraud, duress, or material mistake of fact shall not be subject to license denial, 

suspension, or revocation, or contempt of court orders to enforce child support.  

 

SB50  
 

 

Order of protection remains in effect until appropriate divorce court takes action.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Dickerson, Steven ,  

Summary:  Rewrites previous language and requires an order of protection, if one is an effect at the time a 

petitioner or respondent files for divorce, to remain in effect until the appropriate divorce court 

modifies, dissolves, or makes the order apart of the divorce decree. If the court modifies the order 

or makes the order of protection part of the divorce decree, the court shall issue a separate order of 

protection. Requires the clerk to immediately forward a copy of any order of protection issued and 

any subsequent modifications to the petitioner, respondent, and the local law enforcement 

agencies having jurisdiction in the area where the petitioner resides.  

HJR32  Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

Sponsors:  Rep. Williams, Ryan  

Summary:  Designates April 2017 as â€œChild Abuse Prevention Monthâ€• in Tennessee.  

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION 
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SB30/HB33  
 

 

Defining of terms in the TCA relative to gender.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bowling, Janice , Rep. Ragan, John  

Summary:  Requires that the words "husband", "wife", "father" and "mother" be interpreted with their 

biological meaning as they appear in the TCA. Prevents the extension of the meaning of these 

words beyond a biological difference between men and women, except when a contrary intention 

is made clear.  

 

SB31/HB93  
 

 

Appointment of delegates to a constitutional convention.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Kelsey, Brian , Rep. Powers, Dennis  

Summary:  Removes limitation on the number of delegates that may be appointed to a constitutional 

convention and specifies that the individuals who are appointed have to equally represent the 

three grand divisions of the state.  

 

SB59  
 

 

Sunset- Board of examiners in psychology.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the board of examiners in psychology four years to June 30, 2021.  

 

SB68  
 

 

Sunset- department of children's services.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the department of children's services to June 30, 2021. Requires the department to report 

back to the government operations committee on the department's response to the findings in the 

performance audit report by December 31, 2017.  

 

SB72  
 

 

Sunset- department of mental health and substance abuse services.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the department of mental health and substance abuse services four years to June 30, 2021.  

 

SB76  
 

 

Sunset- health services and development agency.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the health services and development agency to June 30, 2019. Requires the agency to 

update sunset review committee of the agency's progress in complying with Chapter 1043 of the 

Public Acts of 2016.  

 

SB77  
 

 

Sunset- human rights commission.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the human rights commission to June 30, 2021. Requires the division of state audit to 

perform a limited audit to address findings in the commission's 2016 performance audit report.  

 

SB82  
 

 

Sunset - local government insurance committee.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the local government insurance committee to June 30, 2020.  

 

SB84  
 

 

Sunset - second look commission.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the second look commission four years to June 30, 2021.  
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SB92  
 

 

Sunset - state textbook and instructional materials quality commission.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the state textbook and instructional materials quality commission to June 30, 2019. 

Requires the commission to appear before sunset review committee in 2017 to address issue of 

non-educators serving on textbook advisory committees.  

 

SB94  
 

 

Sunset - statewide community services agency.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the statewide community services agency to June 30, 2018. Requires the agency to 

appear before sunset review committee in 2017 to discuss progress made in addressing findings in 

its 2016 audit.  

 

SB95  
 

 

Sunset - statewide planning and policy council for the department of intellectual and 

developmental disabilities.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the statewide planning and policy council for the department of intellectual and 

developmental disabilities to June 30, 2022.  

 

SB96  
 

 

Sunset - statewide planning and policy council for the department of mental health and 

substance abuse services.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the statewide planning and policy council for the department of mental health and 

substance abuse services to June 30, 2021.  

 

SB97  
 

 

Sunset - TACIR.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the Tennessee advisory commission on intergovernmental relations four years to June 30, 

2021.  

 

SB105  
 

 

Sunset - Tennessee health information committee.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bell, Mike ,  

Summary:  Extends the Tennessee health information committee to June 30, 2018.  

HJR24  Convention of the states to propose a balanced budget amendment.  

Sponsors:  Rep. Powers, Dennis  

Summary:  Calls for a convention of the states to plan for an Article V convention to propose a balanced 

budget amendment to the United States Constitution; creates a balanced budget amendment 

convention committee.  

SJR9  Constitutional convention of states regarding balanced budget amendment.  

Sponsors:  Sen. Kelsey, Brian ,  

Summary:  Calls for a convention of the states to plan for an Article V convention to propose a balanced 

budget amendment to the United States Constitution; creates a balanced budget amendment 

convention committee.  

GOVERNMENT REGULATION 

 

SB7  
 

 

Capping the total value of certain public assistance at the level of average household income 
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in the state.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Places a cap on the total value of public assistance benefits a household can receive, that is not to 

exceed the median household income for the State of Tennessee. States that once a household 

reaches the median income level, the household is ineligible for further public assistance. The 

department of finance and administration shall develop a system for calculating the value of 

public assistance a household is receiving and monitor affected households.  

 

SB141/HB84  
 

 

Departments of the state receiving federal funds.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Tracy, Jim , Rep. Hawk, David  

Summary:  Requires any department of state government receiving federal financial assistance to notify the 

comptroller of the treasury and the commissioner of finance and administration within three days 

of receiving a noncompliance notice for; repayment of federal financial assistance, reduction in 

future federal financial assistance, withholding of advance payments otherwise due to the 

department, whole or partial suspension or termination of a federal award, and any other legal 

remedies available to a federal awarding agency.  

 

SB144/HB81  
 

 

Appropriation of funds for nonprofit organizations by local governments.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Lundberg, Jon , Rep. Crawford , John  

Summary:  Requires any nonprofit organization seeking financial assistance to file an annual report, detailing 

all receipts and expenditures in a form prescribed by the comptroller of the treasury. Also requires 

any nonprofit seeking financial assistance from a municipality to file with the city's clerk office, 

the entityâ€™s most recently completed annual audit or an annual report detailing all receipts and 

expenditures, description of the program that serves the residents of the municipality, and purpose 

for the financial assistance. Subjects the nonprofit's report to be audited by the department of 

audit.  

 

SB155  
 

 

Prohibits sanctuary cities.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Prohibits the adoption of sanctuary policy within cities in the state of Tennessee. Requires the 

attorney general to receive complaints related to violations of this policy. Requires the state to 

withhold all funding from any entity that is found to have violated this policy. Defines terms 

relative to the sanctuary of illegal immigrants and the enforcement of federal immigration laws.  

HEALTH CARE 

 

SB150  
 

 

Treatment of STDs by nurse practitioners and physician assistants to minors.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Authorizes nurse practitioners and physician assistants to treat minors with sexually transmitted 

diseases, including the prescription of drugs relating to a sexually transmitted disease.  

HJR53  Study of vitamin D deficiency in pregnant women.  

Sponsors:  Rep. Pitts, Joe  

Summary:  Requests the board of medical examiners and the board of osteopathic examination to study 

Vitamin D deficiency in pregnant women and report to the health and welfare committee of the 

senate and the health committee of the house of representatives by January 15, 2018.  

INSURANCE AUTOMOBILES 

 

HB77  
 

 

Insurance requirements applicable to off-highway vehicles.  
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Sponsors:  Rep. Kane, Roger  

Summary:  Clarifies that off-highway vehicles operated on public roads are covered under the definition of 

"uninsured motor vehicle" for purposes of being covered under an uninsured motorist policy.  

INSURANCE HEALTH 

SJR44  Expresses support for conversion of Medicaid funding to a block grant.  

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Expresses support for conversion of Medicaid funding to a block grant and opposes expansion of 

Medicaid under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148.  

JUDICIARY 

 

SB5/HB10  
 

 

Periodical realignment of judicial districts to correspond to new state population centers.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Stevens, John , Rep. Lamberth, William  

Summary:  Introduces a realignment of judicial districts to correlate with population shifts. The assessment 

will begin two years before the August 2022 trial judge election and will continue every eight 

years thereafter.  

 

SB41/HB3  
 

 

Licensed clinical social workers exempt from subpoena to trial.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Southerland, Steve , Rep. Goins, Tilman  

Summary:  Makes licensed clinical social workers exempt from subpoena to trial but subject to subpoena to a 

deposition.  

LABOR LAW 

 

HB80  
 

 

TN Minimum Wage Act.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Hardaway, G.A.  

Summary:  Enacts the "Tennessee Minimum Wage Act." Establishes a minimum wage of $15.00 as of July 1, 

2017. Provides a minimum wage for employees in the service industry who receive tips and 

employees that are compensated solely by gratuities. Defines a "service or tipped employee" to 

mean any employee engaged in an occupation which the employee customarily and regularly 

receives more than $30.00 a month in tips. Authorizes the department of labor and workforce 

development to promulgate rules in compliance with federal law.  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 

HB113  
 

 

Putnam County - prohibits smoking on the grounds of an urban park center.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Williams, Ryan  

Summary:  Allows municipalities located in Putnam County to prohibit smoking by local ordinance on the 

grounds of an urban park center.  

PROFESSIONS & LICENSURE 

 

SB1  
 

 

Board for Professional Counselors - rules adopted.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Johnson, Jack ,  

Summary:  Prohibits the Board for Professional Counselors, Marital and Family Therapists, and Clinical 

Pastoral Therapists from adopting any rule that incorporates by reference a national association's 

code of ethics, including, but not limited to, the American Counseling Association Code of Ethics.  

 

SB154  
 

 

Pain management or pain medicine certification by osteopathic physicians.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  
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Summary:  Amends language to clarify that a pain management specialist is a licensed physician that holds 

certification and the minimum number of continuing medical education hours, in pain medicine or 

pain management. Specifies that a licensed physician may only practice interventional pain 

management if the licensee is board certified through the American Osteopathic Association or 

American Board of Physician Specialties in either anesthesiology, neuromusculoskeletal 

medicine, orthopedic surgery, physical medicine and rehabilitation, radiology; or has completed a 

ABMS subspecialty board in pain medicine or an ACGME accredited pain fellowship. Gives 

additional requirements in section 3 of the bill.  

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 

 

SB156  
 

 

TCRS members employed as substitute teachers.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark ,  

Summary:  Removes the 90-day limitation on a retired member of the Tennessee consolidated retirement 

system working as a substitute teacher.  

TAXES BUSINESS 

 

HB13  
 

 

Phases out the professional privilege tax over a four-year period.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Reedy, Jay  

Summary:  Phases out the professional privilege tax over a four-year period, by reducing the amount of the 

tax by $100 each year, for tax years that begin on and after June 1, 2017.  

 

HB46  
 

 

Professional privilege tax.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Clemmons, John  

Summary:  Exempts individuals from the professional privilege tax for the first year in which they are 

licensed or registered in a taxable profession.  

 

SB15/HB25  
 

 

Phases out the professional privilege tax over a four-year period.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Green, Mark , Rep. Daniel, Martin  

Summary:  Phases out the professional privilege tax by reducing the amount of the tax by $100 each year, 

starting with the tax year that begins on or after June 1, 2017.  

 

SB132/HB41  
 

 

Phases out professional privilege tax.  
 

Sponsors:  Sen. Bowling, Janice , Rep. VanHuss, James  

Summary:  Phases out the professional privilege tax over a five-year period for tax years that begin on and 

after June 1, 2017.  

WELFARE 

 

HB43  
 

 

Restrictions for welfare recipients.  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. Butt, Sheila  

Summary:  Prohibits recipients of electronic benefits transfer (EBT) cards from using the card to purchase 

food that is high in calories, sugar, and fat, as recommended by the United States department of 

agriculture. Bans people or businesses that take EBT cards from accepting the card if used to 

purchase food that is high in calories, sugar, and fat.  

 

HB91  
 

 

Requirements for recipients of food assistance (SNAP).  
 

Sponsors:  Rep. VanHuss, James  
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Summary:  Requires recipients of food assistance (SNAP), as a condition of participation and eligibility, to 

periodically submit proof that the recipient has been employed for at least 20 hours of work each 

week, has been engaged in at least 24 hours of community service each month, has participated at 

an employment center in classes to improve skills or in actively seeking employment for at least 

20 hours each week, or is enrolled as a full-time student in a higher education institution or 

technical school. Specifies certain exemptions to this requirement.  

 


