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TENNESSEE 
MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION  

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 
DATE: February 12, 2024 
 
 
PLACE: Room 1-A, Davy Crockett Tower 

   
 

PRESENT: Commission Members: 
 Sandra Elam 
 John Barker 
 Debbie Melton 
 Farrar Vaughan 
 John Roberts 
 Karl Kramer 
 Eleni Speaker 
 Nelson Andrews 
 Tim Copenhaver 
 Charles West 
  

 
 
Executive Director, Denise Lawrence called the roll.  A quorum was established.   
 
MEETING NOTICE:   Notice advising the Commission of the time, date and location of the meeting 
being posted on the Tennessee Motor Vehicle Commission website and that it has been included as part of 
the year’s meeting calendar was read into the record by Executive director, Denise Lawrence. 
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CALL TO ORDER: Chair of Audit Committee, Debbie Melton called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 
 
 
 
AGENDA:  Chairperson Debbie Melton, requested the Commission review the agenda. Commissioner Barker 
made a motion to adopt the Agenda, Seconded by Commissioner Nelson.  Chairperson Melton called for a roll call 
vote. 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Debbie Melton   YES 
Nelson Andrews  YES 
Eleni Speaker  YES 
Karl Kramer   YES 
John Barker   YES 
John Roberts   YES 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
Chairperson Debbie Melton conveyed to the Audit Committee, the materials being presented represented the 
budget closing documents for FY20, FY21, FY22 and FY23. The document was reflective of the 
Commission’s actual expenditures and revenue.  Additionally, documents were presented entitled Motor 
Vehicle Commission (#3) which represented a projection for expenditures and revenue for FY24, FY25, FY26 
and FY27.  As is reflected in the projection document, without benefit of raising licensing fees, the MVC will 
exhaust its existing reserve and be insolvent by FY26.  Chairperson Melton called for questions regarding the 
documents.  Questions regarding the presented information was discussed.  Absent additional questions, the 
Chair entertained a motion to adopt the budget projections as presented sans fee increase and recommend that 
the rules committee consider raising our fees. 
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Projection Document 
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Chairperson Debbie Melton, called for a motion to adopt the budget projections as presented without the fee 
increase and recommended that the rules committee consider raising the licensing fees. Commissioner Barker 
made a motion to adopt as presented, Seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Chairperson Melton called for a 
roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Debbie Melton   YES 
Nelson Andrews  YES 
Eleni Speaker  YES 
Karl Kramer   YES 
John Barker   YES 
John Roberts   YES 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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RULES COMMITTEE 
 
 
Chair, Farrar Vaughan address the members of the Rules Committee and asked if there were questions 
regarding the budget closing docs and the projections without benefit of a fee increase.   
 
Chairperson Vaughan then drew the Committee’s attention to the Budget Overview with Fee increase 
document. This document represents staff’s recommendation for a 50% across the board fee increase for all 
licensees.  The Chair went on to say the second page in this document reflected revised projections with the 
implementation of the proposed fee increase.  The specific changes were provided in the redline document for 
the rulemaking hearing.  Chairperson Vaughan deferred to the program attorney, Neil Stauffer for further 
explanation.   
 
Mr. Stauffer reviewed several proposed rule changes with the Committee.  The proposed rule changes were: 
 

• Rule 0960-01-.06 NOTICE OF TERMINATION, CANCELLATION  
                   OR NON-RENEWAL 

• 0960-01-.11(4) INSPECTION OF BUSINESS RECORDS 
• Rule 0960-01-.11(4)(a) INSPECTION OF BUSINESS RECORDS 
• Rule 0960-01-.11(4)(b) INSPECTION OF BUSINESS RECORDS 
• Rule 0960-01-.14 LICENSE FEES 
• Rule 0960-01-.23 MAIL FROM COMMISSION AND COMPLAINTS 

 
Chairperson Vaughan called for discussion of the proposed rule changes.  The Committee discussed each 
proposal at length.  Chairperson Vaughan then called for a motion to approve the rule amendments as 
presented.  Commissioner Elam made a motion to adopt the staff recommendations and full redline as 
presented by legal counsel, seconded by Commissioner Kramer.  Chairperson Vaughan called for a roll call 
vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
 
Charles West  YES 
Sandra Elam  YES 
Tim Copenhaver YES 
Farrar Vaughan YES 
Karl Kramer  YES 
John Roberts  YES 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
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NOTICE OF RULEMAKING HEARING - REDLINE 
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Adjourn 
 
Chairperson, Farrar Vaughan called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Chairman Roberts made a motion to 
adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Barker.  Chairperson Vaughan called for a voice vote.   
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 


