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Via Electronic Mail  

 

October 12, 2021 
 

Richard T. Rye, Director of Schools 

Humphreys County Schools 

2443 Hwy 70 E 

Waverly, TN 37185 

 

Re: Waiver Requests  
 
Dear Director Rye: 
 
I am in receipt of your attached September 8, 2021 LEA Waiver Request Form requesting waivers of certain state laws and 
Tennessee State Board of Education (SBE) rules for Humphreys County Schools as needed due to the flooding that occurred 
in the district on August 21, 2021.  The following waivers are approved to the extent necessary to allow you the flexibility you 
requested in the attached form for the 2021-2022 school year: 
 

• Universal screening requirements, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-905(c)(1); 

• Class size limits, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-104; 

• Duty free lunch and planning time, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-302(e)(1); 

• School term, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-3004; and 

• Student grade requirements, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-617(a), SBE Policy 2.102, SBE Policy 2.103, and SBE 
Rule 0520-01-03-.03(11)(d). 

 
Your waiver request for maximum transit time, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-2-2105, is granted for the 2021-22 school year 
upon the condition that no student is in transit for longer than 110 minutes.  
 
Your requests regarding teacher evaluation pacing and observation, found in SBE Rule 0520-02-01-.02(3) and 0520-02-01-
.03(f), are also approved for the 2021-22 school year unless an individual teacher requests additional observations.  
 
As previously discussed, the following waiver requests have federal implications and will require additional review and 
conversations with the U.S. Department of Education. We will get back to you soon with responses to these requests: 
 

• Annual School Improvement Plans, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-613 

• School Grading System, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-228 

• Performance designations for LEAs based on performance goals and measures, found in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-602 

• Accountability protocols  
 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have further questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Penny Schwinn 
Commissioner 














		2021-10-12T16:00:44-0500
	Dr. Penny Schwinn_cb




