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The Continental Congress wanted the Declaration to accomplish four 
main tasks. The first task was to state why America should break its 
relationship with Britain. Another task was to develop a document to 
show Americans and other countries. The next task was to help join 
Americans against Britain. The last task was the colonies wanted other 
countries to treat America like its own country. 

As Jefferson wrote the Declaration, he wrote it in sections for a 
purpose. The first section told the purpose of the document. The 
second part told the rights all people should have. The third part 
showed why the colonies were upset with Britain, ways they were 
treated unfairly, and described ways they tried to work with the 
king. The fourth part said the colonies should be treated like any other 
country. 
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Signing the Declaration 
On July 4, 1776, the final version of the Declaration of 
Independence was complete. Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, 
Ben Franklin, and the other delegates had created a new 
nation. 
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Thomas Benjamin John 
Jefferson Franklin Adams 
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As soon as the Continental Congress agreed to the Declaration 
of Independence, the president of the Continental Congress, 
John Hancock, signed his name to it. Eventually, Adams, 
Jefferson, Franklin, and fifty-two other patriots also signed the 
Declaration of Independence. It was rushed off to a printer so 
copies could be spread across the new country. However, the 
fighting with England continued for seven more years. Finally, 
Britain would lose the war and accept America as a free 
country. Even though the war didn’t end until September 3, 
1783, July 4th, 1776 will always be America’s Independence 
Day. 
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Independent Practice 
How do the introduction and conclusion help the 
reader understand the author’s purpose in writing 
this article? 
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Morphology chart 

Prefixes Suffixes Roots 

re-
again 

-er 
person who 

clar 
clear 

dis-
not, or opposite of 

-ly 
a manner that is 

de-
separation, away from, or 

intensity 

un 
not, or opposite of Slide 21  




