[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Handout 3: Examples of Discussion Guidelines
Directions: Below, we provide two examples of discussion guidelines from the University of Michigan Center for Research on Learning and Teaching (http://www.crlt.umich.edu/node/58410). Use these examples to create your own guidelines for classroom discussions (the website also includes additional suggestions). Once you have created your own guidelines, identify ways in which you will teach and reinforce these guidelines.   
[bookmark: h.1ip9v9pfwy3p]Examples:

Guidelines for Class Participation 
1. Respect others’ rights to hold opinions and beliefs that differ from your own. Challenge or criticize the idea, not the person.
2. Listen carefully to what others are saying even when you disagree with what is being said. Comments that you make (e.g., asking for clarification, sharing critiques, expanding on a point, etc.) should reflect that you have paid attention to the speaker’s comments.
3. Be courteous. Don’t interrupt or engage in private conversations while others are speaking.
4. Support your statements. Use evidence, and provide a rationale for your points.
5. Allow everyone the chance to talk. If you have much to say, try to hold back a bit; if you are hesitant to speak, look for opportunities to contribute to the discussion.
6. If you are offended by something or think someone else might be, speak up and don't leave it for someone else to have to respond to.

Ideas for our Interactions
1. Recognize and/or remember that we have different backgrounds. 
2. Listen and also share. Share briefly from your own experiences when appropriate, rather than simply your positions. 
3. Build on your classmates’ comments. Acknowledge them, even if you disagree with them. 
4. Be careful not to generalize about people. 
5. Use “I” statements to state your views. For example, “I notice that when I’m with my friends, we pay attention differently” is more constructive than “When you’re with friends, you pay attention differently.” 
6. Respond to what is said in class, without attributing motivation to the speaker (this can be very challenging).
7. Consider the difference between responding to express yourself and responding to get an idea across to people who have different preconceptions than yours.
8. Consider who gets left out, who is marginalized, under-represented, or erased by particular claims.
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Your Classroom Discussion Guidelines.
Directions: Now that you have reviewed classroom discussion guidelines, take some time to write the guidelines you would like to develop for your class, as well as ways in which you will teach and reinforce them in your classroom discussions.
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