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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Handout 2: See It in Action Reflections: Classroom Discussions
Directions: Use the following questions to reflect on the videos that you just watched. You can find potential answers for the videos in the following pages.
[bookmark: h.1ip9v9pfwy3p]Reflective Questions

What kinds of questioning techniques were incorporated into the lesson?






What kinds of questions did students ask?






How did the instruction facilitate thoughtful classroom discussions? Did it appear that the students had the necessary social and personal skills (e.g., listening, communication skills) necessary to engage in discussions?











Elementary Video 
Video 1: Classroom Discussions in the Elementary School Candy Olandt Sequoyah Elementary
Candy Olandt uses seed questions to ask students about feedback vs. praise, and she models specific academic feedback. Students were able to provide examples of how to give praise with specific feedback. Candy indicates that questioning is a key part of the TEAM evaluation rubric. Planning questions can help students with mastery of your objectives. She uses question stems, academic feedback stems, and accountable talk ideas. She has supports in place to ensure students know how to ask meaningful questions to one another also.
Academic feedback given by students: “Give a little less of the reasons how and more of the reasons why.”
Candy, “What feedback do you have for the never give up? It doesn’t always have to be constructive. It can be something that they did well. So they know to do that next time.”
It is about building the rigor of the questions so they can achieve mastery of the content.
Secondary Video 

Video 2: Classroom Discussion in the Middle School Laura Cason Ellis Middle

Laura Cason utilizes active group learning in learning about the ancient Egypt social class pyramid. She maintains a safe learning environment by ensuring students are respectful of one another’s opinions. She does not want her students to be afraid to make a mistake, because she realizes that is how we learn.

When Laura has questions that are opinion oriented, she uses a ball of knowledge to ask questions and has students go to one side of the room for “yes” and the other side of the room for “no.” Students have to defend their answer. The rule is that only one person can talk at a time. So, whoever is holding the knowledge ball holds the discussion. Students can only have the ball of knowledge once per week, and they will let you know when they have not had it.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Cason asks “Do we treat people differently who are born into different economic situations? Does economics have a role in that?

A student takes the knowledge ball and replies: “We don’t treat people differently, because my friend never told anyone when he was born, he did not have a house to live in.”
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