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Presentation Overview

• Overview of OSP
• Food Waste Education and Outreach
• Food Waste Policy and Research
• Community Engagement and Funding Opportunities





Get Food Smart TN

getfoodsmarttn.com

• Provide tips and 
tricks for various 
sectors on how 
to reduce food 
waste.

• Create and share 
educational 
resources.

• Host quarterly 
informational 
newsletter. 



Example Educational Resources



Food Waste Prevention Week 2024

• During Tennessee’s 3rd annual 
Food Waste Prevention Week 
(FWPW; formerly “Awareness 
Week”) we partnered with 123 
organizations:
– 46 organizations that shared 

information on food loss and 
waste with their audiences; 
several of these organizations 
planned and led their own events

– 77 locations that served as drop-
off locations for the FWPW 
statewide food drive



Food Waste Prevention Week 2024



Food Waste Prevention Week 2024

Children learn about preventing food waste 
with TDEC staff at the Nashville Food Waste 
Prevention Event

Children learn about composting food 
scraps with Compost Nashville staff at the 
Nashville Food Waste Prevention Event



Food Waste Prevention Week 2024

Attendees learn about preventing, diverting, and recovering food loss 
and waste from eight Nashville organizations at the No Food Left 
Behind panel



Food Waste Policy and Research Work

• Worked to pass legislation expanding Food Donor 
Liability Protections in Tennessee in 2019.
– Continue to explore other policy strategies for addressing 

food waste. 

• Received funding from EPA for a project with The 
Society of St. Andrew and NC State to investigate on-
farm food loss.

• Funded food waste drop-off pilot at Knoxville 
Convenience Center in partnership with UT-Knoxville 
and City of Knoxville that was informed by earlier 
research done in the community.  



On-Farm Food Loss Study



Community Engagement and Funding Opportunities

• OSP has continued to be engaged with regional and local efforts to reduce 
food waste.

– Participated in the Nashville Food Waste Initiative Advisory Group since founded, 
assisted with making introductions that led to formation of the Memphis Food 
Waste Project.

– Advisory Committee for the Nashville Food Scrap Pick-up Pilot.

• Partner on WWF grant under EPA’s Recycling Education and Outreach 
Grant – should be getting kicked off this summer, looking at addressing 
food waste in schools in several major cities (including Memphis and 
Nashville)

• TDEC submitted a grant under EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant – 
Implementation Grant that seeks approximately $95 million for strategies 
to reduce emissions. If awarded, approximately $20 million of that 
proposal would go towards funding food waste diversion and recovery 
investments in Tennessee.

• Continue to investigate funding opportunities to explore the co-digestion 
of food waste at WWTP with an anerobic digestion system. 



Questions?

Contact Information:

Matt Taylor
Deputy Director 
Office of Sustainable Practices
Matthew.K.Taylor@tn.gov
615-979-2449

mailto:Matthew.K.Taylor@tn.gov
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