
Emergency Mental Health 
Transports Program

Solicitation Training

Click HERE and please review the MHT Fund 
Source Chapter in the OCJP Grant Manual.

https://www.tn.gov/finance/office-of-criminal-justice-programs/ocjp/ocjp-grants-manual/redirect-fund-source-chapters/fund-source-chapters/mental-health-transport.html


Welcome and Introduction

• Gary Lee
– Senior Program Manager

• Mike Holt,
– Program Manager

• Introducing Jeff Dooley
– Program Manager

Tennessee Tower – Home of OCJP
Photo Credit: Michael Rivera, no changes. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons



Agenda

• Share Information about 
FY25 Emergency Mental 
Health Transportation 
Solicitation 

• Question and Answer 
Session



Solicitation Information

• Emergency Mental Health 
Transportation Program 
Grant

• Supplements Sheriffs’ 
budgets for expenses 
associated with mental 
health transports (MHT)

• Appropriation model 
• “Secondary Transport” is 

Transport of a patient who 
is not incarcerated or under 
arrest to/from hospital or 
mental health facility 
pursuant to a Certificate of 
Need. (“6-404”).

Allowable Costs
• Unmarked Vehicle / 

vehicle kits
• Vehicle Cameras
• Fuel/Mileage (IRS Rate)

• Maintenance 
• Time/Labor
• Uniforms/Unmarked Jackets
• Subcontracting Expenses
• Training
• Other expenses related to 

Emergency Mental Health 
Transportation



Funding

The way funding will be allocated has changed this year:

– Non-Variable Amount: Each eligible agency will receive a 
minimum of $20,000.00 under this project (funds allowing).

– Variable Amount: Each eligible agency will then receive additional 
amount based upon the number of qualifying transports it 
conducted in FY 2023

We anticipate each applicant agency will receive at least 
$20,000.00! 



Solicitation Information 

• Intent to Apply are due July 31, 2024
• Application is due July 31, 2024
• Must include number of transports from FY23
• Agencies who do their own transports will need to use 

unmarked cars and soft uniforms
• Agencies will need to have a Humane Transport policy 

in place
• New agency grace period – 12/31/24
• Inmate transports do not apply
• Mental Health Training by the Agency is a grant 

requirement regardless of designation a Secondary 
Transport Agency (STA) 



Unmarked cars



“Soft” Uniforms



Humane Transport Policies

• Humane Transport Policies
Policy Sections:

1. Authority
2. Purpose
3. Application
4. Definitions
5. Policy Statement
6. Procedures

a. Personnel 
(training)

b. Operations
c. Vehicles
d. Searches
e. Restraints
f. Reporting



Training

POST Certified 
Deputies

No Training 
Necessary

POST Certified 
Deputies

Jail Deputies

Corrections 
Officers Performs Transports 

Does Not Perform  
Transports

Training 
Required

Jail Deputies

Corrections 
Officers



Sub-Contracting

• Subcontractors must be Basic Life Support certified, or 
the subcontractor must meet the criteria listed in TCA 33-
6-901 and all of the items in section 3.1.7 of the 
solicitation. 

• If an agency subcontracts, it does not have to purchase 
unmarked cars and soft uniforms. 

• However, OCJP expects the Agency to be equipped and 
prepared to transport consistent with HTP if the 
Secondary Transport Agency (STA) becomes unavailable 
for any reason.

• REPORT THE STA TRANSPORTS that
     the SO would have done…



https://www.tn.gov/finance/office-of-criminal-justice-programs.html



Application and Intent are due July 31



Application and Intent are due July 31

LINK

https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/intent_to_apply_solicitation


Scope of Services LINK

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/finance/ocjp/FY25%20MHT%20Solicitation.pdf


Scope of Services



Scope of Services

Criminaljustice.Program@tn.gov

mailto:Criminaljustice.Program@tn.gov


Once your application is processed:

• Transport cost incurred beginning  July 1, 2024, 
may be applied to carryover funding and 
reconciled against or applied to allocated funds 
when they are received.

• The funding agreement follows the State fiscal 
ending June 30, 2025.



• The OCJP Grants Manual is online and applies to MHT

• II. Achievement of Operational Status and Notifications

• Please note the requirement to notify OCJP of significant 
changes.  The 10 day rule.
– Any significant changes affecting the operation of the grant or the 

relationship with OCJP – changes of official positions ie: Project 
Director changes.

OCJP Manual – Operational Status Notifications

https://www.tn.gov/finance/office-of-criminal-justice-programs/ocjp/ocjp-grants-manual.html
https://www.tn.gov/finance/office-of-criminal-justice-programs/ocjp/ocjp-grants-manual/achievement-of-operational-status.html


Questions and 
Answers 
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