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Other Important Team Members

• Section Chief - Crissy Hartsfield
• Clinical Consultant - Dr. Hannah Dudney
• Health Equity Consultant – Dr. Hector Carrasco
• Epidemiologist/Data Manager – Audrey Stach
• Cancer Partnerships Director – Roberta White
• PE Director – Michelle Fortney
• WISEWOMAN/TWWP Director – Shelby Mitchell
• Admins

– Jon Jobe
– Gwendin Berger
– Denise Whitson
– Carrie Rogers
– Amanda Ridgway

• Evaluators – Dr. Lucy Spalluto/Vanderbilt/Elevate



Objectives

• Provide a brief overview of TBCSP
• Define patient eligibility
• Provide an overview of TBCSP efforts in addressing health 

disparities
• Review program meetings, staff resources, and common 

health observances
• Briefly highlight WISEWOMAN



TBCSP Overview



Introduction & Mission
The Tennessee Breast and Cervical Screening Program (TBCSP) 

provides breast and cervical cancer screening to eligible women, 
and diagnostic follow-up tests for eligible women and men with 

abnormal findings.

• Improve screening rates 
and increase early 
detection

• Decrease morbidity and 
mortality 

• Deliver timely, high-quality 
services 

• Decrease health disparities
• Initiate health system 

interventions

About the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/nbccedp/about.htm


Key Partners

NBCCEDP/ 
CDC

TDH 
Programs

TennCare

Tennessee 
Cancer 

Coalition

American 
Cancer 
Society

Communi
ty 

Partners

OHDE

Immunize 
TN 

Coalition

400 
Screening 
& Referral 
Providers



Services

Wellness exams including clinical breast exams and cervical cancer screenings 
(pap/HPV)

Screening Mammograms

Diagnostic Services for breast for both men and women

Diagnostic Services for abnormal pap smears

Patient Navigation along the continuum of care

Community Education and Outreach



TBCSP FY23 Factsheet

TBCSP Fiscal Year (FY) and Program Year (PY) run July - June



Screening Providers Responsibility 

Enrollment of 
Patients- Consent 

Form, Eligibility

Preventative 
Health Visits with 

CBE and Pap

Refer when 
indicated and 
follow-up to 

collect and report 
outcome of 

referral services

Refer to LHD to 
assist with 

TennCare PE as 
necessary

Completion of 
Transmittal 
Sheets-Data

Patient 
Navigation 
(including 

tracking and 
follow-up)

Follow 
Reimbursement 

Guidelines



Eligibility



General Eligibility 

• Low income (250% FPL)
– Updated annually

• Uninsured, Underinsured
• Tennessee Resident
• Age



Clinical Eligibility

Breast 
Screening

Women 40 
and up

USPSTF 
Guidelines

Breast 
Diagnostics

Men & 
Women 18 

and up

NCCN 
Guidelines

Cervical 
Screening 

Women 40 
and up

ACS 
Guidelines

Cervical 
Diagnostics

Women 21 
and up

ASCCP 
Guidelines

Annual or 
Biennial

21 and up



TennCare



TennCare Presumptive Eligibility (PE)
• TennCare is the state of Tennessee’s managed 

Medicaid program
• TennCare allows the TBCSP to screen and 

provide immediate insurance coverage to qualified 
individuals and assist these patients in completing the 
regular TennCare application process

• This process is called Presumptive Eligibility



TBCSP Presumptive Eligibility Requirements

Enrollment into PE TennCare

Meet TennCare Eligibility Requirements

Qualifying Citizenship Status Clinical Diagnosis

Meet BCS General Eligibility Requirements

Uninsured 250% FPL



Addressing Health 
Disparities 



Navigation

• Navigation is provided to help identify and overcome 
barriers
– “Above and beyond”
– Outside normal notification and scheduling

• Includes education and support, tracking and follow-up



Patient Qualitative Study

• Gain insight from patients participating in TBCSP
– Understand processes in clinical settings from patient’s 

perspective
– Gain patient feedback on services

• Help support the development of tailored interventions 
to improve the program

• Expanding study to reach Spanish speaking participants 



Breast Cancer Disparities County Snapshots 

• Breast Cancer 
Disparities (tn.gov) 

• In the process of being 
updated

https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/fhw/rwh/tbcsp/breast-cancer-disparities.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/fhw/rwh/tbcsp/breast-cancer-disparities.html


PinkLink and FAITH initiative

• PinkLink
– Pilot project in the South Central region to increase outreach 

within rural and minority communities
– Lead by MPH Students

• FAITH (For All In This House)
– Train-the-trainer initiative to connect with congregation leaders in 

Black communities 
– Goal – further expand reach in Black communities 



Meetings



Regular Meetings

• Central Office
– TBCSP Monthly ‘Pulse’ Meeting
– RWH Cancer Check-In (Crissy)
– RWH Monday Momentum Meeting (Crissy)
– TBCSP Weekly Admin Meeting

• Field-Based
– TBCSP Monthly Meeting
– TBCSP WHN Bi-Monthly Meeting



Health Observances



Health Observances

• January – Cervical Cancer Awareness Month
• March – HPV Awareness Day (date varies)
• May – Women’s Health Week (dates vary)
• October – Breast Cancer Awareness Month
• November – Lung Cancer Awareness Month



Awareness Campaigns

• January – Cervical Cancer Awareness Month
– Website and toolkit: www.tn.gov/cervicalcancer 

• May – Women’s Health Week
– Website and toolkit: Women's Health Week (tn.gov)

• October/November – Breast & Lung Cancer Awareness 
Months (Pink & Pearl Campaign)
– Website and toolkit: www.tn.gov/pinkandpearl 

http://www.tn.gov/cervicalcancer
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/health/health-program-areas/fhw/rwh/womens-health-week.html
http://www.tn.gov/pinkandpearl


Resources



Available Resources

• Website
– www.tn.gov/tbcsp
– www.tn.gov/health/tbcspenespanol 

http://www.tn.gov/tbcsp
http://www.tn.gov/health/tbcspenespanol


WISEWOMAN



Program Under Development

• Well-Integrated Screening and Evaluation for WOMen 
Across the Nation (WISEWOMAN) 
– TN WISEWOMAN Program (TWWP) 
– WISEWOMAN Home | cdc.gov

• Adds cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk assessment, 
screening, treatment, and referral for health behavior 
support services to eligible TBCSP-enrolled patients. 
– Women 35-64
– Wellness exams paid by TBCSP, bloodwork paid through TWWP

• Program Manager – Shelby Mitchell 
• Funded $550,000 annually 2023-2028
• PY runs October - September

https://www.cdc.gov/wisewoman/index.htm


Questions?



Maria Campos Araujo
maria.camposaraujo@tn.gov

615-927-2692

mailto:maria.camposaraujo@tn.gov
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