
Monday, June 17, 2024



Agenda
• Respiratory Illness Update 

– Ashley Gambrell, MPH

• NHSN Update 
– Vicky Lindsey, RN, CIC

• Dengue
– Jessica Burns, BSPH, 

CIC, LTC-CIP

• Upper Cumberland 
Preparedness Coalition 
Training Opportunities
– Kate Liepins, 

Vulnerable Populations 
Coordinator
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• Hemodialysis Infection 
Prevention Simulation
– Michelle Nation, MHIA, 

BSN, RN, CIC

• The WATCH Coalition
– Michelle Nation, MHIA, 

BSN, RN, CIC



TDH NHSN Team

• Ashley Gambrell, MPH
– Senior NHSN Epidemiologist

• Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC
– Senior NHSN Public Health Nurse Consultant

• Lead Technological Assistance 
– Infection Prevention and Control Specialist

• Marissa Turner, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist

• Alex Kurutz, MPH
– Dialysis Epidemiologist
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Respiratory  
Illness
Update
 



COVID-19 Trends in TN & US

• Tennessee 
– New cases stable

(total ~ 1096/week; ~ 930 week prior)

– Hospitalizations stable
(89 – hospitalized; 85 – week prior)

– Deaths stable
(total – 8/week; 7 – week prior)

• U.S.A.
– Emergency department visits increased

– Hospitalizations stable

– Deaths stable



Syndromic Surveillance 



COVID Cluster in High-Risk Settings
High-risk settings include long-term care facilities, correctional facilities, shelters, 
and other congregate settings
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Bottom Line

• Respiratory Illness Activity in Tennessee is minimal

Respiratory Virus Activity Levels (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/activity-levels.html


CDC Resources

• Protect yourself from COVID-19, Flu, and RSV (cdc.gov)

• Weekly Viral Respiratory Illness Snapshot (cdc.gov)

• Infection Control: Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 
2 (SARS-CoV-2) | CDC

• Interim Guidance for Managing Healthcare personnel with SARS-
CoV-2 Infection or Exposure to SARS-CoV-2

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/snapshot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html


NHSN Updates

Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and Environmental 
Diseases and Emergency Preparedness



NHSN-2024 Virtual Annual Training 
• Recorded presentations include:

– How to identify, report, and analyze Catheter-associated 
Urinary Tract Infections (CAUTI), 

– Central Line-associated Blood Stream Infections (CLABSI), 
Secondary Bloodstream Infection (BSI) and Site-Specific 
Infections, 

– Surgical Site Infections (SSI), 
– MRSA Bacteremia and C. difficile LabID events, 
– Pneumonia Events, Ventilator-associated Events (VAE), and 

Pediatric Ventilator-associated Events (PedVAE), 
– Antimicrobial Use and Resistance module. 
– Additional topics include:

• surveillance and analysis for the Outpatient Procedure 
Component, 

• the new Digital Quality Measures and 2022 HAI Rebaseline 
overview. 



NHSN-2024 Virtual Annual Training 
• All videos, slide PDFs, and CE information are located on the 

NHSN Annual training page at: 
– https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/annualtraining.html. 
Click the 2024 NHSN Training – Videos and Slides button to 
view. 

• Videos and slides may also be accessed from the “Training” 
option on the specific HAI webpages. 

• Any questions about the webinar series can be addressed at the 
NHSN Helpdesk via https://servicedesk.cdc.gov/nhsncsp, please 
select Patient Safety>Training>Annual Training or send an email 
to NHSNTrain@cdc.gov

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/annualtraining.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/servicedesk.cdc.gov/nhsncsp__;!!PRtDf9A!swsb4YE70ZhC1zLpr56MdNkN_UtR3DXcCbFAaROJvyPmHYucJOEc0XPpbKMqAwynRWmXL08jALiEm9mGnNiPPKhpAt8SIPwK$
mailto:NHSNTrain@cdc.gov


NHSN – Dialysis Update
• Outpatient hemodialysis facilities participating in the Centers 

for Medicare and Medicaid Services End-Stage Renal 
Disease Quality Incentive Program must submit their Q1 
2024 Dialysis Event data to NHSN by Monday, July 1, 
2024 at 11:59 PM PT. 

• Quarter one data includes dialysis events that occurred 
January 01, 2024 through March 31, 2024.

• Please pay attention to the alerts that appear on the NHSN 
home screen and address them accordingly. Confirm that the 
correct CCN number (alphanumeric only) has been entered 
for your facility. 



NHSN – Dialysis Update

• At each quarterly reporting deadline, NHSN takes a 
snapshot of your facility’s data and creates a permanent data 
file which is used to create the annual CMS ESRD QIP Final 
Compliance File. 

• New or revised data entered into NHSN after July 1 at 12 
midnight PT will not be reflected in the quarter one 
permanent data file used for the CMS QIP Final Compliance 
File. 

• Contact the NHSN Service Now portal or NHSN Helpdesk 
(NHSN@cdc.gov) with the subject line ‘Dialysis Quarter 
1/2024 Deadline’ with any questions. 

Emailto:%20NHSN@cdc.gov


NHSN – Protocol & Training Team 
•  



Dengue



























What does that mean for 2024?
Large outbreak in the Americas, especially 
in Brazil, Peru, Argentina, Paraguay, 
Uruguay
Large outbreak in Puerto Rico and other 
US territories
Reason: mild winter, warmer 
temperatures, and El Niño causing warm 
temperatures in the Pacific resulting in 
more rain

















Questions?

VBD.Health@tn.gov

mailto:VBD.Health@tn.gov


Upper Cumberland 
Preparedness  Coalition 
Training Opportunities



UPCOMING TEEX CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM COURSES 



CERTIFICATE I: 
CYBERSECURITY ESSENTIALS

CERTIFICATE II: 
CYBERSECURITY 
PREPAREDNESS





www.uchcoalition.org

Michael Cooper
Regional Healthcare Coordinator (RHC)

Email: Michael.Cooper@tn.gov 
Phone: 423-718-8682

Kate Liepins
Vulnerable Populations Coordinator (VPC)

Email: Kate.Liepins@tn.gov
Phone: 931-212-0979





The WATCH Coalition



West Area TN Coalition for Healthcare 
(WATCH)

• Virtual Water Management 
Education Webinar

• Tuesday, July 23rd from 8 a.m. 
until 12 p.m. CST

• Training will include how to 
develop a Water 
Management Program, 
Legionella and Waterborne 
Pathogen education, Dialysis 
Water Management, 
Emergency Water Supply 
Planning, and more!

https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4cg8/22aae042

https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4cg8/22aae042


Next NHSN User Call
• Monday, July 15 , 2024

– 10am CT / 11am ET

• NHSN Related
– Vicky.Lindsey@tn.gov 
– Ashley.Gambrell@tn.gov

• AU/AR Module
– Christopher.Evans@tn.gov

• Infection Prevention
– HAI.Health@tn.gov
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mailto:Vicky.Reed@tn.gov
mailto:Ashley.Gambrell@tn.gov
mailto:Christopher.Evans@tn.gov
mailto:HAI.Health@tn.gov
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