
Monday, July 15, 2024



Agenda

• Respiratory Illness Update 

– Ashley Gambrell, MPH

• NHSN Update 

– Vicky Lindsey, RN, CIC

• Middle TN APIC

– Rachel Goodman, MT, CIC

• Smoky Mountain APIC

– Kathy Buechel, BSN, RN, 
CIC, LTC-CIP
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• Upper Cumberland 
Preparedness Coalition 
Training Opportunities

– Kate Liepins, Vulnerable 
Populations Coordinator

• Hemodialysis Infection 
Prevention Simulation

– Michelle Nation, MHIA, 
BSN, RN, CIC

• The WATCH Coalition

– Michelle Nation, MHIA, 
BSN, RN, CIC



• Ashley Gambrell, MPH
– Senior NHSN Epidemiologist

• Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC
– Senior NHSN Public Health Nurse Consultant

• Lead Technological Assistance 
– Infection Prevention and Control Specialist

• Marissa Turner, MPH

– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist

• Alex Kurutz, MPH
– Dialysis Epidemiologist

– Jordan Morris, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist
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Respiratory  
Illness
Update
 



COVID-19 Trends in TN & US

• Tennessee 

– New cases increased
(total ~ 1849/week)

– Hospitalizations increased
(106 – hospitalized)

– Deaths stable
(total  <5/week)

• U.S.A.

– Emergency department visits increased

– Hospitalizations increased

– Deaths stable



Syndromic Surveillance 



COVID Cluster in High-Risk Settings
High-risk settings include long-term care facilities, correctional facilities, shelters, 
and other congregate settings
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Bottom Line

• Respiratory Illness Activity in Tennessee is minimal

Respiratory Virus Activity Levels (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/activity-levels.html


CDC Resources

• Protect yourself from COVID-19, Flu, and RSV (cdc.gov)

• Weekly Viral Respiratory Illness Snapshot (cdc.gov)

• Infection Control: Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 
2 (SARS-CoV-2) | CDC

• Interim Guidance for Managing Healthcare personnel with SARS-
CoV-2 Infection or Exposure to SARS-CoV-2

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/snapshot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html


Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and Environmental 
Diseases and Emergency Preparedness



NHSN Q2 Newsletter

• The 2024 Q2 newsletter is now available on the NHSN 

website at https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/newsletters/index.html. 

• Inside this issue – 

– Protocol Updates,

– AUR Module Updates, 

– Rebaseline Information,

– NHSN Education and Training Highlights, 

– Update on Weekly COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting 

Forms for the Healthcare Personnel Safety Component,

– NHSN Dialysis Component Q1 2024 QIP Deadline,

– NHSN Vendor Corner information 
– other General NHSN Updates. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/newsletters/index.html


NHSN –Training Resources for NHSN Administrators

•  NHSN Administrator Training | NHSN (cdc.gov)

These training videos cover essential topics such as: 

- Adding a User to a Facility 

- Enrolling a Facility in NHSN 

- Deactivating and Activating a User in a Facility 

- Reassigning the Facility Administrator in a Facility

- Adding a Component to a Facility 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/admin-training/nhsn-admin-training.html


2024 Virtual NHSN Post-Acute Care Training

• 2024 Virtual NHSN Post-Acute Care Training: 

– Long-term Care Component

– Dialysis Component

– Healthcare Personnel Safety (Healthcare Personnel 

Vaccination) Surveillance 
– Analytics



2024 Virtual NHSN Post-Acute Care Training

**Registration for this training began July 1, 2024.**

• This virtual training event will feature live presentations, pre-

recorded training videos for self-paced viewing, and opportunities 

for Q&A. 

• Training topics include surveillance definitions and analysis for: 

– COVID-19 Surveillance 

– Respiratory Pathogen Reporting 

– Resident, Patient, and Healthcare Personnel Vaccination 

– Hospital-acquired Infection (HAI) Events 

– Dialysis Event Surveillance 

– Standardized Infection Ration (SIR) Reporting 



2024 Virtual NHSN Post-Acute Care Training

• You will receive more information from the vFairs company 

which is the platform they are using to deliver this training to 

you. Stay tuned for more emails regarding registration 
information and the agenda.

• Continuing education is pending for this activity.



NHSN-2024 Virtual Annual Training 

• All videos, slide PDFs, and CE information are located on the 

NHSN Annual training page at: 

– https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/annualtraining.html. 

Click the 2024 NHSN Training – Videos and Slides button to 

view. 

• Videos and slides may also be accessed from the “Training” 

option on the specific HAI webpages. 

• Any questions about the webinar series can be addressed at the 

NHSN Helpdesk via https://servicedesk.cdc.gov/nhsncsp, please 

select Patient Safety>Training>Annual Training or send an email 

to NHSNTrain@cdc.gov

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/annualtraining.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/servicedesk.cdc.gov/nhsncsp__;!!PRtDf9A!swsb4YE70ZhC1zLpr56MdNkN_UtR3DXcCbFAaROJvyPmHYucJOEc0XPpbKMqAwynRWmXL08jALiEm9mGnNiPPKhpAt8SIPwK$
mailto:NHSNTrain@cdc.gov


NHSN – Protocol & Training Team 

•  



BD BACTEC Blood Culture Media Bottles

• July 10, 2024, FDA updated the Medical Device Shortages 

List to include these Blood Culture Media Bottles

• FDA - BD BACTEC Blood Culture Media Bottles Shortage

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/disruptions-availability-bd-bactec-blood-culture-media-bottles-letter-health-care-providers


Rachel Goodman, MT, CIC| Tennessee Center for Patient Safety, THA



Middle TN APIC Fall Conference

When: 
Thursday, Sept 19, 2024

Where: 
Tennessee State Library and Archives

Topics: 
TJC IC Standards for Acute Care

Antimicrobial Stewardship for LTC
Biofilm

Environmental Services Priorities
Hot Topics in Public Heath

Registration opens July 18, 2024



Kathy Buechel, BSN, RN, CIC, LTC-CIP| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and 
Environmental Diseases and Emergency Preparedness



• Obtain CEUs/IPUs
• Exhibitors showcasing products
• New this year – Welcome Reception (evening of 

11/6/24)

• Special conference rate available for Black Fox Lodge





TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

(FREE!!!)

Kate Liepins
Vulnerable Populations Coordinator
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CERTIFICATE I: 

CYBERSECURITY 

ESSENTIALS

CERTIFICATE II: CYBERSECURITY 

PREPAREDNESS





Date: October 22nd, 2024
Time: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM (CST)
Location: UCH Coalition, Regional Health Dept.
   1100 England Dr. Cookeville TN 
38501

Registration Link: 
https://ndptc.Hawaii.edu/training/delivery/3731/





www.uchcoalition.org

Michael Cooper
Regional Healthcare Coordinator (RHC)

Email: Michael.Cooper@tn.gov 
Phone: 423-718-8682

Kate Liepins
Vulnerable Populations Coordinator (VPC)

Email: Kate.Liepins@tn.gov
Phone: 931-212-0979









West Area TN Coalition for Healthcare 
(WATCH)

• Virtual Water Management 
Education Webinar

• Tuesday, July 23rd from 8 a.m. 
until 12 p.m. CST

• Training will include how to 
develop a Water 
Management Program, 
Legionella and Waterborne 
Pathogen education, Dialysis 
Water Management, 
Emergency Water Supply 
Planning, and more!

https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4cg8/22aae042

This nursing continuing professional development activity was 

approved by the Georgia Nurses Association, an accredited 

approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 

Commission on Accreditation. 

https://wth.readyop.com/fs/4cg8/22aae042


• Monday, August 19, 2024

– 10am CT / 11am ET

• NHSN Related

– Vicky.Lindsey@tn.gov 

– Ashley.Gambrell@tn.gov

• AU/AR Module

– Christopher.Evans@tn.gov

• Infection Prevention

– HAI.Health@tn.gov
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mailto:Vicky.Reed@tn.gov
mailto:Ashley.Gambrell@tn.gov
mailto:Christopher.Evans@tn.gov
mailto:HAI.Health@tn.gov
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