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Health Disparities Task Force Meeting |MINUTES 
 

July 20, 2023, | 1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. | Location: Microsoft Teams 
 

Meeting called by: Division of Health Approximately: 84 ppl 
Disparities Elimination 

 

Type of meeting: Weekly Health Disparities 
Task Force –   

 

  Facilitator:                       Elizabeth Hart, Director 
                                              Office of Faith-Based and  
                                              Community Engagement 

 
Motivational Quote: (Elizabeth Hart) “Whether the game is poker, rummy, bridge, backgammon, or chess at the top 

levels of play.  The skills rewarded are all by vitally important in business.  Among them are disciplined memory, coolness 

under pressure, psychological insightfulness, a readiness to stick to a strategy even when it produces losing streaks in the 

short run, and rapid intuitive calculation of probabilities of spotting opportunities and balancing risk against rewards.” – 

Quote noted from Forbes Magazine 

Announcements: (Elizabeth Hart) 
 

• International Chess Day 
• The Red Sand Project is an interactive art exhibition where community members, individually or collectively pour 

red sand, into the cracks of sidewalks to show how survivors of human trafficking fall through the cracks of society. 
Communities across Tennessee will use the Red Sand Project events as opportunities to create art installations 
pouring natural, non-toxic red sand into those sidewall cracks.  The Tennessee Department of Tourist Development 
will have the Red Sand Project event, with human trafficking educational information and resources will be available 
at all their welcome centers across the state, you can also contact the Tennessee Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-
855-558-6484 or go to www.humantraffickinghotline.org  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 

 

Focus: Medicaid and CHIP Renewals 
 
Presenter: Ms. Rhonda Hunter 

 
Summary: Since 2020 Medicaid and CHIP was not required to terminate or renew due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic.  As of today, the continuous enrollment condition has ended, the states now are going through the 
redetermination process for everyone across the United States on Medicaid and CHIP.  It’s 93 million people in 

http://www.humantraffickinghotline.org/
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the state of Tennessee and we're looking at 1.8 million people, so over the next 12 months.  Redeterminations is 
to be conducted, but the most important thing is that during this process because we don't want people finding 
out that they don't have health insurance when the baby sick or when they're in the middle of treatment for their 
health conditions or when their getting a prescription filled and to keep these things from happening we're 
working with partners to make sure people know exactly what to do. 
 
The Medicaid Unwind Site is a call to action, and we can use your help to spread the word about the Medicaid unwinding.  
Below you’ll find the CMS walked through a set of slides that you can download and use to educate yourself and others in 
your communities about Medicaid and CHIP renewals. The training slides are now available for download on the Outreach 
and Educational Resources webpage on Medicaid.gov/unwinding.  If you have any further questions do not hesitate to call 
the Marketplace Call Center at 1-800-318-2596 to get details about marketplace coverage.

 
 

Member Comments:  An n o u n c e me n t s  a n d  Up c o m in g  E v e n t s  

• TN Vaccines for Children Program (VFC) - www.tn.gov/health/cedep/immunization-program/ip/vfc  
 

• If you need more information, please visit our website at www.healthdisparitiestn.com  
 

• Tennessee Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-855-558-6484 and/or www.humantraffickinghotline.org  

• Get Covered TN is a Tennessee Non-Profit. We have Certified Navigators assisting people with redetermination in 
all 95 counties. We can re-enroll folks in TennCare, CoverKids, Affordable Care Act and Medicare Savings 
Program. GetCoveredTenn – ACA, TennCare, CoverKids Insurance; A post from admin on GetCoveredTenn - 
ACA, TennCare, CoverKids Insurance provided by: https://getcoveredtenn.org 

 
• The Bedford County school system is partnering with the health department to offer vaccines and a resource fair on 

August 15th from 4:00-6:30 p.m. at Harris Middle School. 
 

 

Resources mentioned during call:  

• Join the Tennessee Department of Health, Office of Strategic Initiatives and Office of Minority Health for the 2023 
Getting Grant Ready in-person day and a half training. We'll cover everything from researching grant opportunities 
to writing a winning proposal. Don't miss out on this opportunity to take your grant writing skills to the next level. 
To learn more and register, click on the link below: 

Getting Grant Ready- West Tennessee 
Thursday, August 10th & Friday, August 11th 
*Deadline to register for West, TN is 4:30pm Friday, July 28th 
 
Getting Grant Ready- East Tennessee 
Thursday, August 17th & Friday, August 18th. 
*Deadline to register for East, TN is 4:30pm Friday, August 4th 
 
Getting Grant Ready- Middle Tennessee 
Tuesday, September 5th & Wednesday, September 6th. 
*Deadline to register for Middle, TN is 4:30pm Friday, August 4th 
Register now to secure your spot!!! 
For more information, please email lashan.dixon@tn.gov 

• A clinician (physician, nurse practitioner, physician assistant, social worker, psychologist) who sees or anticipates 
seeing adults with intellectual or developmental disabilities. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm1lZGljYWlkLmdvdi9yZXNvdXJjZXMtZm9yLXN0YXRlcy9kb3dubG9hZHMvbWVkaWNhaWQtcmVuZXdhbHMtdHJhaW4tdGhlLXRyYWluZXItZm9yLXBhcnRuZXJzLnBwdHgiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNzE3Ljc5Nzc5OTAxIn0.qQMjdYZt-x6bkmV6Z9BLbV1Ag_NMFs_jWfXzlXPjIU8/s/77401666/br/222785664242-l__;!!PRtDf9A!t89QwDI2tfRnDZYoxKD8eZbb9vXvYyUe1NZrI3bWts4nTw-dJgDJS008CKO9YviCEZH3Fk7JvwupBpSboCB4-KhPQ6PpEmYtbw$
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm1lZGljYWlkLmdvdi9yZXNvdXJjZXMtZm9yLXN0YXRlcy9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1kaXNlYXNlLTIwMTktY292aWQtMTkvdW53aW5kaW5nLWFuZC1yZXR1cm5pbmctcmVndWxhci1vcGVyYXRpb25zLWFmdGVyLWNvdmlkLTE5L21lZGljYWlkLWFuZC1jaGlwLXJlbmV3YWxzLW91dHJlYWNoLWFuZC1lZHVjYXRpb25hbC1yZXNvdXJjZXMvaW5kZXguaHRtbCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA3MTcuNzk3Nzk5MDEifQ.Gr_s2m_4EkAYm1LXzbRjGmEefKM6ZOH1kLDLi3Bb-Go/s/77401666/br/222785664242-l__;!!PRtDf9A!t89QwDI2tfRnDZYoxKD8eZbb9vXvYyUe1NZrI3bWts4nTw-dJgDJS008CKO9YviCEZH3Fk7JvwupBpSboCB4-KhPQ6NFKNw6ew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbWVkaWNhaWQuZ292L3Vud2luZGluZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA3MTcuNzk3Nzk5MDEifQ.hmTxGNIG83mg1lh9J5ZNK0pPTHlMs0HcMotQWs6gI6g/s/77401666/br/222785664242-l__;!!PRtDf9A!t89QwDI2tfRnDZYoxKD8eZbb9vXvYyUe1NZrI3bWts4nTw-dJgDJS008CKO9YviCEZH3Fk7JvwupBpSboCB4-KhPQ6MB3llp1w$
tel:+1%20(800)%20318-2596
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https://getcoveredtenn.org/
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/677675956027
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/652221761847
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• Accepts Amerigroup insurance. 

• Willing to attend a six-month series of one-hour sessions by Zoom, first and third Thursdays starting September 
7th at 12 PM Central Time 

If you meet the above criteria, please click on the link below to review, and sign the consent form for this project. The 
consent form will include information on compensation, time commitment, and other details. You are welcome to ask 
questions at any time by emailing us at ProjectECHO@VUMC.org.  If you'd like a flyer to share, you can email 
janet.shouse@vumc.org 

•  Vanderbilt University Medical Center annual event providing flu vaccination to faculty and staff at no charge.  
Flulapalooza® XI will be held on Wednesday, September 27, 2023, from 6 am to 6 pm in the tent behind Light Hall.  
https://www.vumc.org/health-wellness/flulapaloozar 
 

•  JDRF has a free event coming up at the end of August named “Type 1 Summit.”  This event will have two 
inspirational speakers, it will be educational, full of engagement and breakout sessions and a way to network for 
those affected by Type 1 disease.  We also will need vendor exhibitions to help support the dialogue with this 
community, the date is TBD.  

• If you need more information, please visit our website at www.healthdisparitiestn.com  

• Tennessee Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-855-558-6484 and/or www.humantraffickinghotline.org 

Chat Box – links / website / events:  

• JDRF has a free event coming up at the end of August named “Type 1 Summit.”  This event will have two 
inspirational speakers, it will be educational, full of engagement and breakout sessions and a way to network for 
those affected by Type 1 disease.  We also will need vendor exhibitions to help support the dialogue with this 
community, the date is TBD.  

• The Bedford County school system is partnering with the health department to offer vaccines and a resource fair on 
August 15th from 4:00-6:30 p.m. at Harris Middle School. 

• If you need more information, please visit our website at www.healthdisparitiestn.com 

• Tennessee Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-855-558-6484 and/or www.humantraffickinghotline.org 

• TN Vaccines for Children Program (VFC) - www.tn.gov/health/cedep/immunization-program/ip/vfc 
 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, July 27, 2023, from 1pm-2pm via Microsoft Teams.  

Microsoft Teams Meeting details are as follows: 
Join on your computer or mobile app  
Click here to join the meeting  
 
Or call in (audio only)  
+1 629-209-4396, 641975577#   United States, Nashville  
Phone Conference ID: 641 975 577#  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ProjectECHO@VUMC.org
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http://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/immunization-program/ip/vfc
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmIwYWFiZTMtNTY4NC00MzM4LWFmYjctOTU1MTY0OGRjZmNj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f345bebf-0d71-4337-9281-24b941616c36%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22657b03c0-98a3-4dd2-9238-ddaf3601aca3%22%7d
tel:+16292094396,,641975577#%20
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