Military

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Lt. Col. Darrin Haas
August 23, 2021 OFFICE: 615.313.0662
21-40 Darrin.w.haas.mil@mail.mil

Tennessee National Guard increases COVID-19 support to area hospitals

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Over the weekend, the Tennessee National Guard increased its support to arca
hospitals across Tennessee as they fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Aug. 22, at the request of the Tennessee Department of Health, an additional 72 Soldiers and Airmen
from the Tennessee National Guard begun supporting hospital staff with medics and administrative
personnel. The Guardsman can work in many types of hospital units and help with various administrative
tasks as required by the individual hospital.

The medical centers receiving National Guard support are; Baptist Hospital in Collierville, Baptist
Hospital in Tipton, Methodist University Hospital in Mempbhis, Johnson City Medical Center in Johnson
City, and Morristown Hamblen Healthcare System in Morristown.

Late last week the Tennessee National Guard sent Guardsmen to Baptist Hospital in Memphis and
Lafollette Healthcare in Campbell County to expand our COVID-19 support.

The Tennessee National Guard has also provided support personnel to Nashville’s Mid-Cumberland
Regional Hospital Office to assist in the schools call center.

Since March 2020, the Soldiers and Airmen of the Tennessee National Guard have been working
alongside and supporting the Tennessee Department of Health, Tennessee Emergency Management
Agency, and various other state and local agencies to combat the spread of COVID-19.

Currently, there are more than 580 Soldiers and Airmen providing support to 58 counties in Tennessee by
helping with testing, vaccinations, and administrative support to health care providers. This augmentation
of National Guard staff to support hospitals is not impacting civilian health care roles but rather allowing
health care professionals to work more effectively and efficiently.

Thousands of Tennessee Guardsmen have volunteered to help during the pandemic. Over the last 17
months, anywhere from 250-700 Guardsmen have been actively supporting the testing and vaccination
efforts across the state. This has resulted in Tennessee Guardsmen supporting the testing of more than
920,000 Tennesseans and the vaccination of over 1 million.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, the Tennessee National Guard is prepared and ready to support
any request for assistance through TEMA.
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Spc. Anthony Spencer with the Tennessee National Guard prepares a vaccination dose for a
patient at the Trousdale County Health Department on June 9. (Photo by Lt. Col. Darrin Haas)
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Pfc. William Orton, a cavalry scout assigned to Newport’s O Troop, 4th Squadron, 278th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, explains the COVID-19 vaccination process to a resident in Decatur
on June 15. Orton has assisted several sites since he joined the COVID-19 Task Force in
February. (Photo by Sgt. Finis L. Dailey, III)
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Sgt. Joseph Brummett, a combat medic with Henderson’s Headquarters and

eadquarters Troop,
Ist Squadron, 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment, prepares to administer a COVID-19

vaccination in Jasper on June 15. Brummett has participated in the Tennessee National Guard’s
COVID-19 Task Force since April 2020. (Photo by Sgt. Finis L. Dailey, III)
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Airman 1st Class Marialuz Deavers, a combat medic with Nashville’s 118th Medical Group, fills
a syringe with a dose of COVID-19 vaccine in Cookeville. Deavers has been administering
COVID-19 tests and vaccines since March 2020, when Gov. Bill Lee activated the Tennessee
National Guard to support the Tennessee Department of Health’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic. (Photo by Sgt. Finis L. Dailey, III)

All Tennessee Army and Air National Guard press releases can be found at
https://www.tn.gov/military/news.html
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