
 

   
 

State Board of Education Staff Position Approvals1 
 
 

• Associate Counsel: Alex Anderson, Esq. 
• Associate Counsel: Ryan Shanahan, Esq. 
• Deputy Executive Director of Legislative & External Affairs: Nathan James 
• Deputy Executive Director of Policy and Research: Michael Deurlein  
• Deputy General Counsel: P. Danielle Nellis, Esq. 
• Director of Engagement and Accountability: Ali Reid 
• Director of Policy and Academics: Breanna Sommers 
• Director of Research: Erika Leicht  
• Executive Administrative Assistant: Vicki Dany  
• Finance: Vacant (New position- TBD) 
• General Counsel: Angie Sanders, Esq.  
• Paralegal: Taylor Bates  
• Paralegal: Tisa Smith  
• Communications Officer: Catherine Ann Johnson 
• Senior Associate Counsel: Todd Madison, Esq.  
• Special Projects Coordinator/Executive Administrative Assistant: Casey Griffin  

 
 

 
1 The Board authorizes the Executive Director to establish employee salaries in accordance with compensation rules and 
policies established by the Tennessee Department of Human Resources for each position. 


