STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0350

INSTRUCTIONAL BULLETIN No. 05-10
Regarding the Use Merge Left Details

Effective immediately, controlled access projects which utilize lane closure details
shall be reviewed for the inclusion of Merge Left. Interstate construction or maintenance
projects where traffic is reduced to one lane of traffic through the work zone are the
primary candidates.

The following criteria will be used for determining Merge Left use:

¢ Projects on rural interstates should include Merge Left.

s Projects on urban interstates will be reviewed for Merge Left considering
factors such as number of lanes, interchange spacing, and proximity to
major splits.

¢ Other controlled access facilities will be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

Any interstate or controlled access facility with lane closures not utilizing Merge
Left shall be brought to the attention of the appropriate Civil Engineering Manager
2 prior to finalizing the traffic control.

The new Standard Drawing T-WZ-21 (TM-WZ-21) details Merge Left. It shall be
identified in the lower left hand corner of the index sheet “To be printed with the
plans”. The layout and signage may require medification depending on site and field
conditions.

The designer will provide quantities for a uniformed police officer which will be paid
for under ltem No. 712-08.06 Uniformed Police Officer per hour. The Region
Construction Supervisor is to be contacted in order to establish the number of hours to
be shown in the plans on a case-to-case basis by the Design Manager.

Jef{(}f Jones, C.Y. Director
“ Design Division

JCJIma
Attachment
January 25, 2005
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