
 
STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ROADWAY DESIGN DIVISION 
SUITE 1300 JAMES K. POLK BUILDING 

505 DEADERICK STREET 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-3848 
(615) 741-2221 

JOHN C. SCHROER         BILL HASLAM 

  COMMISSIONER             GOVERNOR 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL BULLETIN NO. 15-14 
 

Regarding Resurfacing Special Notes  
 

Effective immediately, revising section 6-215.01 of the Design Guidelines Special Notes. 
 
PURPOSE: To update the notes regarding the hours leading to paving milled surface and 
ADT and the deterioration of milled surface for interstate resurfacing projects.  
 
 
6-215.01 RESURFACING 
 
 
(1) TRAFFIC WILL BE ALLOWED TO TEMPORARILY DRIVE ON THE MILLED SURFACE OF 

THE ROADWAY UNDER THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS ONLY: 

A. THE MILLED SURFACE IS FINE TEXTURED. THE FINE TEXTURE SHALL BE 

OBTAINED BY A MILLING MACHINE UTILIZING A MILLING HEAD WITH TEETH 

SPACING 3/8” OR LESS OPERATING AT LESS THAN 80 FEET PER MINUTE. 

B. THE SURFACE SHALL BE SWEPT AND CLEANED OF ALL LOOSE MATERIALS. 

C. THE DIFFERENCE IN ELEVATION BETWEEN THE MILLED SURFACE AND THE 

ADJACENT LANE SHALL NOT EXCEED 1 1/2 INCHES. 

D. THE MILLED SURFACE SHALL BE PAVED WITHIN 72 HOURS IF THE CURRENT ADT 

IS ≥ 70,000 OR WITHIN 96 HOURS IF THE CURRENT ADT IS < 70,000. 

E. RAIN OR INCLEMENT WEATHER IS NOT EXPECTED OR FORECASTED WITHIN 48 

HOURS AFTER MILLING. 

F. ALL APPLICABLE SIGNING IS INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MUTCD 

SIGNING SHALL INCLUDE MOTORCYCLE WARNING SIGNS (TN-64) PLACED IN 

ADVANCE OF ANY MILLED AREAS. 

  



 
 

G. IF MILLED SURFACE BEGINS TO DETERIORATE, PAVING TO COVER UP 

DETERIORATING MILLED SURFACES SHOULD OCCUR AS DIRECTED BY THE 

ENGINEER DURING THE NEXT WORKING DAY. IF SEVERE DISTRESS OCCURS, 

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE WILL BE REQUIRED. 

H. ONLY ONE LANE IN EACH DIRECTION SHALL HAVE A MILLED SURFACE AT ONE 

TIME. 
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