
 
DATE:  January 31, 2020 

SUBJECT:  New Administrative Rule- Fee Discounts for Children of Licensed  

  Public School Teachers  

ACTION RECOMMENDED:   Adoption 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Higher Education Commission has rule promulgation authority for two 
statutory higher education fee discount programs: one available to the 
children of licensed public school teachers and one for the children of state 
employees.  In the past, the Commission has maintained one set of Rules for 
the administration of these two programs. 

A recent legislative enactment required a revision to the Rules in relation to 
the eligibility requirements for teachers’ children.  In recognition that these 
are two separate statutory discounts with different eligibility requirements, 
staff has taken this opportunity to re-write the rules for both programs.  We 
worked with the Attorney General’s Office to create two separate rules, 
clarifying and updating some outdated language in the process. 

 
NEW RULE 
Chapter 1540-01-12: Public Higher Education Fee Discounts for Children of 
Licensed Public School Teachers 

This new rule includes one substantive change to the eligibility requirements 
from existing rule.  2019 Public Chapter 402 extended the discount to the 
child of a licensed teacher who died while working full-time in a public 
school.   

A properly noticed public Rulemaking Hearing was held at the THEC offices 
on January 8, 2020.  No members of the public attended, and no comments 
were submitted.  No modifications have been made to the draft rules since 
the hearing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission: 

1. Adopt Chapter 1540-01-12 as Rulemaking Hearing Rules; and, 
 

2. Authorize the Executive Director to make any necessary technical 
 corrections to these rules including changes suggested by the 
 Tennessee Attorney General. 
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DATE:  January 31, 2020 

SUBJECT:  New Administrative Rule- Fee Discounts for Children of State   

  Employees  

ACTION RECOMMENDED:   Adoption 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Higher Education Commission has rule promulgation authority for two 
statutory higher education fee discount programs: one available to the 
children of licensed public school teachers and one for the children of state 
employees.  In the past, the Commission has maintained one set of Rules for 
the administration of these two programs. 

A recent legislative enactment required a revision to the Rules in relation to 
the eligibility requirements for teachers’ children.  In recognition that these 
are two separate statutory discounts with different eligibility requirements, 
staff has taken this opportunity to re-write the rules for both programs.  We 
worked with the Attorney General’s Office to create two separate rules, 
clarifying and updating some outdated language in the process. 

 
NEW RULE 
Chapter 1540-01-13: Public Higher Education Fee Discounts for Children of State 
Employees 

This new rule makes no substantive changes to the eligibility requirements in 
the existing rule.   

A properly noticed public Rulemaking Hearing was held at the THEC offices 
on January 8, 2020.  No members of the public attended, and no comments 
were submitted.  No modifications have been made to the draft rules since 
the hearing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission: 

1. Adopt Chapter 1540-01-13 as Rulemaking Hearing Rules; and, 
 

2. Authorize the Executive Director to make any necessary technical 
 corrections to these rules including changes suggested by the 
 Tennessee Attorney General. 
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DATE:  January 31, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Repeal of Administrative Rule- Fee Discounts for Children of Licensed  

  Public School Teachers and State Employees  

ACTION RECOMMENDED:   Repeal 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Higher Education Commission has rule promulgation authority for two 
statutory higher education fee discount programs: one available to the 
children of licensed public school teachers and one for the children of state 
employees.  In the past, the Commission has maintained one set of Rules for 
the administration of these two programs. 

A recent legislative enactment required a revision to the Rules in relation to 
the eligibility requirements for teachers’ children.  In recognition that these 
are two separate statutory discounts with different eligibility requirements, 
staff has taken this opportunity to re-write the rules for both programs.  We 
worked with the Attorney General’s Office to create two separate rules, 
clarifying and updating some outdated language in the process. 

 
RULE REPEAL 
Chapter 1540-01-05: Public Higher Education Fee Discounts for Children of 
Licensed Public School Teachers and State Employees 

The provisions of Chapter 1540-01-12 and Chapter 1540-01-13 will replace 
those of Chapter 1540-01-05.   

A properly noticed public Rulemaking Hearing was held at the THEC offices 
on January 8, 2020.  No members of the public attended, and no comments 
were submitted.  No modifications have been made to the draft rules since 
the hearing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission repeal Chapter 1540-01-05 in its 
entirety. 
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